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TOWN OF BELFAlgrj:; 



Sttuatton 



^HE ToWn of Belfast is situated in latitude 54"^ 
^ norths iHd in longitude 5^ 54' west^ from Green- 
widi. It stands at the southern extremity of Car* 
riokfergifis b&y, and at the mouth of the dver Lagan, 
I>eing extremely low in situation, but well adapted 
for all the purjposes of trade. A chain of-j^ioantaina,, 
less tlian two ttltles distant towards t]tie n<Hrth and 
west, bestows uncommon grandeur and beauty x)n 
ibe general appearance of Jt^$ . town. '. - 

Self AST, though at present so conspicuous for 
commerda} and political importance, is generally 
supposed to be of very modiem origin. This is in a ofr«rym9. 
great measure correct, for there is not undoubtedly 
a- town in the kingdom which has advanced to end- 
nenc^^witfa «qual; rapidity, 4>r which has, been so IJit-^ 
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tie distinguished in the ancient history of Ireland, 
and so much in the modem. " The notices which are 
to be found in the works of the early writers on 
Irish affairs relative to Belfast are brief and scanty, 
while the state and occurrences of places, now com- 
paratively inconsiderable^ are often accurately and 
precisely detailed, 

DerirAtion of NOTWITHSTANDING thesc circumstanccs, there is 
good reason to believe that a village of some liind 
has existed herefrom a very remote period. The 
Lagan, forming for many miles the boundary be-- 
tween the counties of Down and Antrim, was ford* 
able at this place, which ford, it is probable, formed^ 
at least for a dbnsiderabl^ distance, the principal 
means of communication between ^the inhabitants 
of the opposite sides of the river, and was in general 
use for this purpose before the erection of the long 
bridge in 1682, 

The utmost obscurity and perplexity, howeva*, 
attend the derivation of the name. In ^' A Map of 
Ireland previous to the thirteenth century," affixed 
to Seward> Hibernian Gazetteer, it 19 marked un- 
der the name of Bealqfar^ad, which means, aecord^ 
ing to some, hurdlefo'rd towt^^ while others have 
translated it, the mouth of tike pooh Either of these 
explanations might recme some corroboration from 
local frffcts, but as it is matter of complete hypothesis, 
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there se^ms to be ample room for farther speculatioB^ 
It is mudi less difficult 'to form reasonable conjee* 
tures on the miserable conditidn of the place, at the 
eariier periods of its history, consisting, it is pro- 
bable, only of the rude dwellings of the ferrymen, 
or those concerned in the accommodation of the few * 
travellers who might haye occasion to yisit a wild 
and unfrequented country. It is possible that such 
may have been the state of Belfast for many years 
after the English invasion, or that important event 
may have even been prior to the first settlement of 
inhabitants at this spoi. 

* A FEW years after the arrival of the English, 
Ulster was granted to John De Courcey, on condi- 
tion of conqueriBg it. With this intention he over- 
ran, in 1177, a considerable part of the province, 
erecting many castles to secure his precarious ac- 
quisitions. There is no account that the castle of Jj^^ijj^ 
Belfast was among the number, but it is certain that S»d!"^ ^^ 
as the power of the English extended, this place, 
from the ei:eeQence of its situation, between the co- 
lony at Carriekfergus and their possessions in the 
Ards, would soon attract the attention of a resolute 
enemy, whose inducements to war were urgent, and 
whose principal safety lay in the possession of forti- 
fications to overpower less experienced but more nu- 
merous opponents. The first notice accordingly 
which is taken of this town, iu' Irish history, is a 
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c<mcltti»ve proof of its haTing been an £ag}idi«et- 
iiemanij not, .probably, «9tabIiBhed.by De Ooureey^ 
bttlby aonae of tbe subseqtmnt ad'ventarers.- The 
Ixisby irritated by the oppresslona of tbdr iuTaders , 
and by the eontrast betvreen their own situatioa and 
that of the Seoty, nAm had lately regained their 
freedom, offeved the most aliuring proposals to 
Sdward^Bruce, for his assistanoe in tbe expnkiou 
of the English. The brother of the Soottish mo- 
nansb accepted the inyitation wlUr alaority, and 
^^^ landed, with a xsensiderable fovee, aji Xiarne, in the 
Wbtuc?. year 1815. At first, nothing W able to i?^ist 
his progress, and Belfast is mentioiiedy by Spenser, 
as among the ^^good towns and strong holds'* 
whieh he destroyedt^ Had this place been then in 
possession of the Irish> it would . undQubtedly have 
escaped the devastation pf the Scottish army. 
Though the enterprise of Bruce proved finally abor- 
tive, its.oonsequences were permanent and disastrous. . 
The English power was almost destroyed in Ulster, 
The Irish clans continued their viotorious depreda- 
tions,., and extirpated the colonists, or so far weak- 
ened their strength^ as to possess, for neajrly two 
centuries, the pjrincipal sway in th»^ province. Bel- 
fast, thus wasted, returned to its original insignifi- 
cancy, though the castle, if not originally built, was 
' repaired at this juncture by the Irish<chiefs. Many 
curious and important events doubtless took plac^ 

* 6p«iicer't View of Um State of Irelmod, p, 27. 
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here dumg theses two centuries. Tlie disseii^ibii^ 
between the. houses of York tod L^fno^^P^, Otnd the 
extension of wior or coHquast in otbw plsices ^,pretent« 
ed for 90. long^ a time any decisive measures (m th<» 
paat of the Bnglieh to reCQTer dieir former possiea-v 
fiions. Those of that coontry who remained, eitliec 
adopted the language an^ eimtOQia of the na%es, or 
ensured their safety by tibat marli of infesripritya^d 
T£tt»salage, tite payment of Blaok Aen/y 

~ BvT in the retgn of tlenpy the $ei^e^th» aad \m^ 
dec the adrntnistratieaof Gerald^ Eayl ofr Kiklai»| 
tim S^gjish power beoon^ing afsii^ pi;ediii»in«m]^^ 
a re-conqne^t of tlie norfl^^m sti^ttoBs possessed by 
the %fisk waa atiemptefl on several ooqafiftoas^ 
This was ofie of the places whidhi required, this^pre^ 
aenjf^e of the lord deputy. In iwMneursions^ there*- 
(fim, wbiehitHe Earl of Kjldare made into Ulsteri ^'^L^^ 

' stroyed by 

he twiee destroyed, withov^ mueKoppositipo, the kiw^JT^ 
castle pf;. ^elf^st.* Nine years int^nrened beiwe^ 
these expeditions, the first haring been in 1503, 
and the second in 1512. It w^ r^^red by the 
Xrishnchiefs in the intervaj ; Ijut after its seec^ de- 
m^lUionj^it remained f^ a ninml^er. of years in a ruitt- 
ous ai^ neglected state. Neither party^ it is pro- 
bahle, waa sufficiently strpng^ to t^e possession of 
so important a post. The brief relations of the 
seizure or. destruction oi, the Cflstip, areljie only ma* 

• CoVft HiMofy.of Iceli^Hti p. 202. 
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teriak from which we can infer the histoi'y 6f th« 
town at this early pmod ; and aft» the abandon- 
ment of tiie fortress in 1512, it is probable that the 
few ntde habitations which surrounded it, experien- 
ced a similar fate. In the forty years which succeed - 
ed the last expedition of the Earl of Kildare, this 
place, from its open and exposed situation, must have 
been very defenceless^ and particularly exposed to the 
inroads of the contending parties. . There is reason 
to think from the following curious notice, that these 
•Gonjectores are well founded, and that the calami- 
tous effects of this predatory warfare were exp«rien- 
ced here in an extraordinary degree. ^* In 1545, the 
Earl'Xxf Ormond marched with his soldiers from 
Carrickfergus to Belfast, which is an arm of the 
9€ay about a quarter of a mile broad, or little less, 
and then waded over on foot.''* No mention is 
here made of a town or eastle, which might s^rre 
for security or refuge, and the sentence, so apparently 
absurd, seems even to imply their non-existence. 

jjjidj^by BfiLFAST, howeva», was not entirely forgotten, 
^'^^' and in consequence of the alarming progress of 

O'Nial in the north, the lord deputy. Sir James 
Crofts, made an expedition into IJlster, in the year 
1552, when he repaired and garrisoned this castle. 
The army of Baron Dungannon, which he expected 
would join him, was attacked and routed by the 

• Holi|g^shcd*t ChroBicliu 
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Irish ; ^t the gamsan ivliich had been left here pto-^ 
bably rediained aecurei The same year^ howefer, 
the castle of Belfast, among jother possessions, was hIISi^m 
granted to Hugh Mac Neil Oge, who swore alle- ^ ^^* 
glance to the English.^ This was a mode of con- 
ciliation frequently adopted, and though O^Neil 
might have before held some of his new acquisitions 
by the uncertain tenure of the sword, he perhaps 
acted with prudence in submitting to the increasing 
powor of the English» This chieftain did not lotig 
iremain unutolestedin possession of his new dignity » 
He was slain in 1555, in one of the numerous incur- 
sions of the HcaiB into this proyinccj and his terri- 
tories were ceded by the lord deputy and council 
to other branches of the sept of 0*N^. The castle 
of Belfast, howev«j was goyemed, after the dis- SSS^li' 
comfiture of its last possessoi^, by Randolphus 
Lane, an Englishman, who appears to haye pos- 
sessed only a nominill title, the northern Irish being 
again so powerful and so turbulent, as to render 
isuch a place as Belfast of little real adyantage. In 
the thirteenth year of the reign of Queen Eliaabeth, g^J^^h, 
this castle, with valuable tracts of land, was grant- 
ed to Sir Thomas Smith, and Thomas Smith his 
son, imder seyeral yery adyantageous stipulations,, 
hereafter to be narrated. Owing, howeyer, to the 
uncertainty which attended possessions in land, and 

♦ Cox's Ireltod, p. 295. 
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•ome other -mischances, it afterwards appeared 
that Sir Thomas Smith did not drnve much bene- 
fit from these, gi'ajits. During the time that he 
retained ^is castle, a skirmish took place here (1575) 
between the English and the Irish, of which Sir 
Henry Sidney, the lord deputy, who was con- 
cerned in it, makes the following relation to 
the JDouncil :-r- " In the Confynes of this Countries' 
(as I take it) I was offered Skirmisheby Mac Neill 
Brian Ertaugh, at my Passage over th^ Water at 
Belfast ; which I cawsed to be answered, and pass- 
ed over without Losse of Man or Horsse, yet by 
Reason of the. Tydes extraordinarie Retome, owre 
Horsies swamme, and the Footemen in the Passage 
waded nye depe/* 

Mottcadbysir The excellent and commodious situation of tlu» 
town, therefore, more than its size, must have in- 
duced Sir John Perrot, in 1582, when offering his 
advice for the suppression of the perpetual rebellions 
which had retarded the improvement of Ireland, and 
for its future well-government, to single out Belfast 
as the best and most convenient place in Ulster fcnr 
the establishment of shipwrights. He was likewise 
influenced in this choice by the extensive forests 
which grew in the neighbourhood, a circumstance 
which is sufficiently proved by an order of lord 
deputy Grey, in 1581, to permit the mayor and in- 
liabitants of Carrickfergus to convey timber frpm 
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^"^ the woods of Belfast/* for the purpose 6f finishiii; 
' their diurch ; and it is remarkable that this ordef is 
addressed to the ^^ Lord of the Woods/' which was 
probably an office of considerable importance. The 
representations or the actions of Sir John Perrot, 
for promoting the prosperity of the kingdom, at this 
period, were equally ineffectual, 'as, in ISM^JBelfast 
was without, the English pale. The celebrated Earl 
of Tyrone was the principal cause of this great de-* 
fection ; and even in 1601, when he was oppdsed hy 
the intrepid and yigilant Mountjay, Carrickfn*gua 
was the only place, in this neighbourhood, which ac^ 
knowledged the authority of the English^ It is ott« 
rious to reflect, that a town, which is at present the 
most important in Ulster, should have been, only 
two centuries ago, in undisturbed possession of 
the Irish dans, and that no record or document 
should exist, to. inform us of its size and population 
at that period, both of which must haye, consoT 
quently^ been extremely inconsiderable. 

The flight of the Earls in 1607, led to the subse* 
quent division and settlement of the kingdom by 
James I. which were the most efficient steps that 
had hitherto been taken to restore this country to its 
true value and importance. In this reign. Sir 
Thomas Smith was required to fidfil the agreement 
by which he held the castle of Belfast, but, not 
making his appearance, his possessions were forfeit* 
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ed to the crown. The castle, town, and manor of 
Belfast, with large estates, were thereupon granted 
SicbiSSS; by King James, in 1612, to Sir Arthur Chichester, 
then lord deputy, with the title pf Baron Chiches- 
ter of Belfaiit. It is from that time we may 
4ate the rise and progress of this place. The town 
soon becomes more distinguished than the castle, 
- though as yet it had acquired no cons^uence in the 
general aSaihs of the country. It is omitted by 
Holinshed, in his ^^ Description of Ireland,^' while 
places which are now scarcely known, are mention^ 
ed as among the chief towns in the kingdom. Bel- 
fast is marked, ii^deed, as an unimportant ^iUage^^ 
|n Speed's maps, in 1610, but no further nqtice is 
taken of it by that author. 

JMo^^ In the year 1613, howe^r^ this town was con- 
stituted by charter from James I. a corporation, 
to consist of a sovereign, twelye . burgesses,^ 
and commonalty. A lord and constable of the 
castle were also added, the former station to be 
filled by the Lord Chichester and his heirs. Both 
these offices nfere hkewise to be burgesses, with 
pririleges similar and equal to the other twelve. 
The sovereign was empowered to hold a court of 
record, for the recovery of sums not exceeding 
twenty pounds, and, with the assistance of the 
burgesses, to make different salutary laws and 
f^gulatious for the prosperity of the town. The 
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dommonaltjr otily^ aa authori2ed by the soyereign ^^^^^ 
and burgesses, wex*e fdlQwed to dispose of mer^ 
chandise, either, within the town or three miles roimd 
H in every .direction. It was also p^mitted by the 
oharter^^ tbat a guild of mercbantfif might be em-? 
bodied, and that the freemen )^ad liberty to erect 
one wliarf, without tl|e jjiterference of the corpora^ 
(ipn of (Datrickfergiis. The preamble to this char- 
ter expressly states, that t}ie priyileges which it set^ 
fordi were granted, as wdl qi| accoipt of the hum- 
llle petition of the iql^ahitants pf Qelfast, as for the 
better progress in the plantation of the northeni 
parts of 4|ie kingdom, then almost entjjrely depoput 
lated. One of the most important clauses which it 
contains vr^s the power t^eveby vested in t)ie sove- 
reign and burgesses, of sendingtwo representatives to 
parliament. Inpumuancepf such authority, Sir John 
Slennerhasset, Second Baron of the Exchequer, an4 
George Trevillian, Esq. where chosen the same 
year to serve in parliament for this, town. They 
were, however, shortly after obliged, with thercT 
presentatiyes of several other places of little note, to 
resign their seats, in consequ^ce af the remonstfaiices. 
of the Roman. Cathdics, who imagified that their in-- 
terests might be endangered if so msiny royal bor 
r^oughs were suffered to be created.fi^ 

« See the order to this efiect, Desidernta Curloaa Hibernica, ir. h 
p. 325? 
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Though tMa organisation of the inhabitants of 
Belfast into a corporate body must have stimulated 
^h^pfSu Aeir exertions and accelerated their improvement, 
<>«>M>- the introduction, about the same time, of English 

and Scotch Protestants, Into the north of Ireland, 
had a more immediate influence. Presbyterianism 
yras first introduced into this kingdom in 1611, the 
principal part of those who were established in the 
counties of Down and Antrim being Scottish settlers. 
Though Belfast probably participated at an early 
period in some of the advantages attendant on such 
changes, it is certain that the Presbyterians, owing 
to the opposition which the episcopal party afterwards 
raised ag^nst them, acquired influence more slowly 
in towns than in the more open parts of the country. 
Early in the seventeenth century, however, Belfast 
was surrounded by Presbyterian settlements ; and 
however useful such establishments were, in a polir 
tical point of view, they afterwards occasioned the 
most sa*ious dissensions. The civil history of this 
town, from its erection into a borough until the year 
1641, is totally obscured by ecclesiastical transac- 
tions, so that a brief account of them will form a 
good and necessary prelude to the more important 
afikirs of Belfast, in the latter end of the memorable 
reign of King Charles the First, 

iMrdiane. The samc independent and inflexible spirit in the 

lev and nib* , * 

wqacBt beiiv demand of their religious rights, which characterized 
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the Scots in the reign of the unfortunate Chdrles^ 
also distinguished the Presbyterians of the north of 
Ireland, and the ministers of this persuasion suffered, 
for ^ ^ consdence sake,^ ^ many unjust and grievous per- 
secutions. On their refusal to subscribe the canons, 
or to conform with the usages and principles of the 
established church, many of them were deposed and 
fled the kingdom. Those who remained, not only 
ecclesiastics, but laymen, continued to resist with 
bold intrepidity the arbitrary encroachments of the 
king and the bishops. But when, on account of 
an opposition which was no longer tolerable, the 
QOYenant was framed and promulgated in Scotland, 
the prindples of that cdebrated bond of union soon 
readied this part of Ireland, and were adopted with 
the utmost ardour. The violence of persecution, 
however, had not yet abated, and many of the 
'f notorious non-conformists,** as the Presbyterians 
were then styled, several of them belonging to Bel* 
fast, abandoned their property and dwellings for fear 
of the High Conmiission, which called upon them 
to renounce a covenant that was consonant with 
every principle af their faith and practice.^ As a 
consequence of this, it is scarcely necessary to add, 
that the majority of the inhabitants of Belfast 
espoused the sentiments of the popular party in 
England and Scotland, and, during the continuance 
of the civU wars, they followed with remarkable uni> 

* 3uafforcl*fl LttUn, t. 2» p. 544. , 
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fotmlty the difl^elft reli^ioiiid maxims, b^ wdl aer 

the seteral political variations of their brethren ia 

j^edaratidiiAf the latter kinffdom^ Tfate most noted and celebrate 

the BelfiMt ^ 

S^nStE^ ed instance of this was afi€fr th^ el^<Miti0n of tlie 

regiddd. 

king in 1649, when the ni^mbers of the presbytery 

of Belfast wer^ ambng the first to dedare their 
abhorrence of that measure. They published a de-^^ 
claf ation to thisi efflbct, wMdi was answered by the 
illustrious Milton, at that tlnie a leader df the Eng'*^ 
lish sectarians, Whosc^^principles were mftichdissimi-^ 
lar from thcMse of the enthusiastic -covenanters. 
The declaration of the presbytei'y is bitter and in-* 
tolerant. They call themselves "Watchmen ia 
Sion,'* and after protesting with the utmost ve* 
hemencle agaiitst the execution of the king, they 
exhort all persons to beware of the religious opi-^ 
nions of the English parliaii^etitaifians,iest thcfj^ be- 
lieve lies and experience an eternal condemnation. 
Miuon*sam The language of the immortal pdet is highly argu- 
ihentative, but^ven moi'e scurrilous than that of his 
antagonists. He' calls the covenanters " false pro-» 
phots," ^'egregious' liars and in^stors,^^ "un- 
hallowed priestlings,*^ who mean to stif up the peo-* 
pie to rebellion from their ^^ unchristian synagogue 
at Belfast, in a barbarous nook' of Ireland ;" he 
denominates their allegations " impudent false- 
hoods,*' charges them, as " blockiish presbyters of 
Clandeboy,** with ignorance of history, sacred and 
profane, and, in a spirit of derision, taking occasion 
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Ifequeotly to adyert to the small and undistingunli^ 
ed plao0.fi*<^ lYhich bo violent a manifest had is- 
sued, infers fl*om their actions that they are a gene-^ 
ration of ** highland thieves and redshanks.^^ Th«f 
BelCeist Presbyterians^ however^ not to be daunted 
by such invectives, immediately published a de- 
fence of their former declaration. Persecutions on 
tliis account were teneived, but they still adhered, 
during the entire Protectorate^ to the principles of 
the original covenant, entirely disclaiming the 
authority of the parliament and sectaries in Eng-» 
]and« 

HoivEVEa neoessary it may be to uhderstatid the 
foregoing .circumstances, it must be considered 
ttiore interesting to trax^e the improvements of Bel-* 
fast, and to detail the shate which it took in the civil 
history of Ireland. In the year 1637, the Earl of 
Strafford purchased from the corporation of Carrick<> 
fergtts, their privilege of receiving one third of 
the duties payable on goods imported into that 
town, and the oth^r extensive monopolies which it 
enjoyed., This proved a most fortunate circum-, nntriieor 
stance for Belfast^ as great part of the trade pf Carr ^22?***^ 
rickfergus was quickly transferred to this place, 
and the consequences of such an event were soon 
]perceivable in its increasing prosperity. But all TMeretiiid. 
improvements wore for a time unhappily suspend* «»ywb«»J'o». 
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fcd by the destructive wars in 1641, and the follow- 
ing yeai-s. Belfast did not escape the ruinoTO 
effects of these tumults and rebellions, though i4 
also served as a place of security to the Protefttante 
of' the neighbouring country. Many of the inha- 
bitants of this town, however, fled to Carrickfergu* 
on the news of the insurrection, but the insurgent* 
under Sir Conn Magennis being defeated in their at- 
tenipts on Hsbarn, Belfast was saved from de- 
struction j at which the I'ebels expressed the most 
unfeigned disappointment. On the S^th Novem- 
ber, however, Lisburn was a second time attaeked 
by the Irish, under Sir Phelim O'Neil, but, after 
doing considerable mischief, they were again re- 
pulsed, and principally deterred from any farther 
hostilities by a reinforcement which arrived the 
same night from Belfast. The safety of Lisburn, 
Means by at least iu the first instance, arose from the intrepi- 

which BeUktt * a f -r^ ^ x. 

D^th? dity of Captain Lawson, a merchant of Deri^y, who 
was travelling when the insurrection commenced. 
Arriving at Belfast in the latter end of October, 
1641, he found the inhabitants flying in the utmost 
consternation. His endeavours to prevail on them 
to reriiain and furnish him with arms were ineffec- 
tual, so that he was obliged to rest satisfied witt 
seven muskets, which he took from "Master 
Lesquire's house," and eight haiberds, which he 
found ready to be sent to Carrickfergus. He pa- 
cured also a drum, and Ipeating it through the street. 
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perauaded about tWiCnty <>f the townsmen to acconir 
paay himto Liaburn^ that town also being deserts 
ed by its inhabitants. In their way thither, they 
were joined by some other small companies, and 
wm tiieir arrival, in consequence of the weakness of 
tiieir force, they adopted the stratagem of showing 
six or seyen matches for every piece of cannon, be. 
•ides placing many lights in the market-house and. 
other conspicuous parts of the town, by which the 
rebels were entirely deceived.* The preservation 
Kft Belfast, when the principal part of the province 
tnras in possession of the Irish, is certaiinly to be at? 
tributed to the failure of their assaults on Lis;, 
burn, which is farther confirmed by a letter from 
Donell O'Cane to Donothy O'Cane, in, which the 
iormer, in reference to Captain Lawson's success^ 
fill resistance, says, ^^ and was the first in those 
parts that opposed our cousin. Sir Con Mac Ginis, 
of entering Lisnegarvy (Lisburn), when the Lord 
£onoway, his troop of horse, and all the town's 
{Meople left it, and the country about, and but for 
him we had had Balfast, and most of those parts in 
possession.^' However grateful, therefore, the inha- 
bitants of this town might feel for the bold defence 
of Lisburn, the malignant fever, which committed 
such ravages in the north of Ireland at this period, 
«Jid not leave theni much room for rejoicing at their 

• See " A True Relation of Severiil Acts, Passages, &c. do»« by. 
Captain Robert Lawson, one of the Sheriffs of the City and County 
of Londonderry, iit the great and general Rebellion,*' Stc, 
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■afetyy haTing destroyed in the coarse of four 
months nearly fiv^ thousand persons in Belfast and 
Malone, 

•fbff Sir Arthur Tyringham and Colonel Chidiester 

itofiuther \ ^ o 

•p^^* being appointed by the lords justices to the com* 
maud of the forces in the county of Antrim, imme- 
diately stationed a garrison and goTernor in thi« 
town. Early in the year 1642, active meaaure* 
-were taken for its further security. The aoyereigii 
iiras ordered to bring in a list of the men who were 
to form the train ^band, and to have them enrollecl 
as soldiers. It was agreed, at the same time, that, 
for completing the rampart, all such as had not 
made up their former rates should forthwith advance 
the stipulated sums, or be distrained fc>r payment^ 
For the farther encouragement in that matter. Lord 
Chichester consented to make the draw -bridge and 
palisadoes, and the inhabitants to give a thoU8an4 
days work of a man, the soldiers also assisting in 
so necessary a defence, Assessors were appointed 
to levy labour, as well as money, within the tdWB 
and liberties, the inhabitants being obliged t6 
contribute certain regular sums to defray the ex^ 
penses of fire and candles for the military.^ These 
preparations, however, might have been insufficient 
for the security of this town, if the treaty between 
the Scottish parliament and the English hpuse of 

f Records of Belfait Corporation. 
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cammonft had not, about the same tioie, been con'" 
eluded. Tbe^cotsy who had acquired a power- 
ful independence, refused, when ordered by dharles, 
to exert tibeir strength in quelling^ tte Irish iosurr 
rectiott ; but having enteredinto that alliance, which 
eeemed more agreeable to ihmr interest and religion, 
stipulated with the parliament to s^id oyer tea 
thousand men for the reduction of the. Ulster rebels. 
In the month of April, 1642, part of these troops 
arriTed at Carriekfergus, under the command of 6e- Arrivdortta 
lieral Robert Monroe^ A eon^derable detachment 
soon after established themselves in Malone, liear 
Belfast, where ibey were joined by a strong force 
under Lord Conway and Colonel Chichester. The 
two parties at first amicably united their forces 
against the common enemy ; but the Scots, more 
aolicitous for personal aggprandizement than for the 
suppression of the rebellion, were dilatory and. in* 
decisive in their proceedings, restraining the ex^*- 
tions of the English, who were absolutely forbidden 
to proceed in their military operations without the 
consent of the Earl of Leyen or General Monroe^ 
both of whom n^lected several feir opportunities 
of putting an end to the rebellion. But the open 
rupture which took place, the same year, between 
Charles and his parliament^ occasioned a farther 
«eparation of interests, extr^uejy prejudicial to the 
cause in which they were both embarked ; add the 
two English factions, who bad now engaged in 
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ctTil war at home, were equally diligent in aedung 
partixana in this part of Ireland. Gieat nnmbers 
of the people here united with Monroe and the par« 
fiament ; while Lord Conway, the Vboouat Clane- 
hoye, Colonel Chichester, Sir James Montgomery, 
Sir John Clotworthy and others, influenced by the 
Earl of Ormond, adhered to the king, and contioned 
to harass the rebek with their forces* 



c^topeichw . In the following year (1643) Colonel Chichestei^ 
SS^^ was aj^ointed, by Charles, governor of Belfiutt i 
and, at the same time, a royal grant of, one thou^ 
sand pounds was made tee the better fortifying of . 
the town. Notwithstanding these psecautions, the/ 
avowed junction of the English parliament witjc 
so powerful an ally as Scotland, caused a great dis- 
parity between the real strength of the royalists and 
their enemies. After the final settlement of the 
compact between the Scottish covenanters and the 
parliament, an order was issued by the latter, that 
all who lived under its authority should receive the 
covenant, promising arrears of pay to the Ulster 
forces in case of acquiescence ; while a counter- 
proclamation was sent by the lord lieutenant to 
the British colonels, encouraging them to disobey a 
command which must seem so little suited to their 
inclination and their duty. This was of little serr 
vice, for though the leading men continued firm in 
their attachment to the king, they were overawed 
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by Uie superior power of the ScotS) whd, with tlie 
^reAt body of the country people, had received .the 
eoTeHant with ^unbounded ferrour aad exultation.* 
,CoIodel Chichester, and the soldiers garrisoned in who with the 

garrivon re- 

Belfast, were among the number of those who re* sSL^^***** 

^niained faithful to the royal interest. Yet so gene** 

r^ was the disaffection, that he was reduced, with the 

three regiments under his command, to the greatest 

extremities, and solicited the assistance of the lord 

lieutenant, from whom he receiyed r three hundred 

pounds^ for the protection of the town and garrison 

of Belfast against the covenanters, who, it was ap-^ 

prehende^y would sooil^ommence hostilities in sup^ 

port of their principles and opinions. t ' In this exi- 

genc^y, -every requisite measure, which the situation 

of the garrison would admit was taken for the secu*- 

rity of BeUk^t, and though defended by cannon, it 

must have appeidired obvioi» that a town surround- 

,^d only with an ear then, fortification, and protected 

by a small, dispHted CHrree^ could offer but una* ^ 

•trailing resistance to a more numerous army, provided 

tVfith every- necessary equipment an,d animated by 

religious zeal. 

Belfast^ however, was taken on this occasion by ThefowDrat. 

' ' '' prised and 

treachery and stratagem, and not by force. Near S^*^*** 
the beginning of the year .1644, General Monroe 
"Was invested by the parliament with the command 

• Carte's Ormond, t. I, p. 4dO. f lb. p. 495. 
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1^ bH tile forces in Ulster, EngKsh as vrdl as Scotdr, 
and those who had not yet receired the eoTenani 
were required to submit to his authority. The 
Eng^sh officers^ howerer, were aU disiueliiied from 
paying obedtence to this <irder, and resolved to meet 
at this town for the purpose, of ^deliberating <m the 
steps which should be taken in consequence. Besides 
Colonel Chichester, the gOTemcn*, Ihere assembled 
at Belfast on the erening of the IStb May, Sir 
James Montgoinery, the Lords Montgomery and 
Blaney, Sir Robert Stewart, Colonel Hill, Major 
Rawdon, Sir Joseph Jones and Mi^or Ocore, who 
deferred their conferrace till the following morning. 
They had not long separated, howerer, when a sol* 
di^ belonging to the garrison, who had that day 
heen at Carrickfergus, where Monroe was then 
stationed, brought intelligence to Colonel Chi- 
chester that the Scottish General had directed h|s 
troops in tibat place to be in readiness to.ni^r^h 
to Belfast at two o^clock on til ensuing ipof,. .^ 
ing. Upon this the town was put into a tei>i ,: 
state of defence, and some horse aent out to learn 
the position and motions of the covenanters* . So 
little, howeyer, were these scouts to be relied 
on, that they returned at six o'clock in the mom-' 
ing with advice that the country was elear and 
noenraiies to be seen* Colonel Chichester sup^^ 
posing, on this information, that the alarm was 
groundless, commanded the ordinary watch to re- 
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Siiihe its duty. Ah hour, howcfyer, had acafcdy 
elapsed ^hen Monroe was discovered within half a 
mile of the to^n^ adrttricing with great rapidity to- 
Irard^ the north gatisj whi<;h wa^ dpened^ to him oU 
his approach by the soldiers of the guard, before 
any attdmi^t cduld be made by those who were well 
affects to obstruct hid progress; H^ marched his 
troops qoidtly through the town tiU they reached 
the mill gate, leading to Lisbum, when he order^l 
his men, in dlffereht divisions, to take possesion 
of the cannon, biilwarks, and guards. All the of- 
ficers who had collected here for the plurposei al- 
ready mentioned^* inimediately repaired to Monroe, 
that they might leard hiii reason fdr thus surpris- 
ing the town. The General replied that b,^ Colonel 
Chichester had issued a proclamation against the 
covenant, in wluch those who had received it were 
stigmatized as traitors,. that as he had also on all 
octtasions disdouraged the inhabitants of Belfast 
dtibiers firomf%ntering into that engagement, 
nad even prohibited some Scottish soldiers firom 
being qUart^red'^in this town, he conceived it ne- 
cessary for his safety to have a garrison here of his 
own appointment. These were but specious ex- 
cused ; though wifiiout obtaining any further satis - 
faction, ColMel Chichester's men were ordered to 
leave th# town. The Marquis of Ormond, in a 
letter to the Secretary of the Council of Kilkenny, 
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states tbe force with which Monroe eflfected his pur- 
pose to have consisted of two tbpiuaiid men^ and 
ascribes the sudden loss of the town to the.w^nts of 
the common soldiers who were garriaoned in the 
place. 

A SERIOUS war might thus have brokep out be^ 
tween the Ulster forces , as Colonel Chiipbester and 
TheopbiluB Jones , governor of Lisbui^n^ exasperated 
parhaps at the facility with which Monroe Jbad ac- 
complished his enterprise, an4 at his attempts to 
overturn their authority, informed Gten. O'Neil 
of the surrender of Belfast, desiring him at 
the same time (by virtue of the cessation it is pre^ 
sumed) to supj^y them with some ammunition, 
which he willingly granted.^ Monroe being disap- 
pointed in his expectation of seizing Lis burn, re- 
turned to Bdfast. His undertaking was approved 
coioneiHume of by the parliament, . who appointed Colonel Hume 
govemor. ^ovcruor of this town and castle,^with a stationary 
garrison under his command of about four hundred 
men. For the maintenance of this body the inha-- 
bitants w^e assessed every ten days, each house-^ 
holder being obliged to contribute, as a subsidy^ 
either a shilling or fourteen pounds of meal. These 
levies, however, were frequently irregular ; some* 
times more than the^usual contract was demanded, and 

* Desiderata Cjiriosa HiberDica, y. 2> p. 498. , ' 
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Cieneral Maxwell's troops also received several of 
the assessments which were laid on the towii. The 
inhabitants found ihes^ imposts so heavy that they 
petitioned Lord Chichester, in 1645, that he Would 
be pleased to allow, as he had done before, son?^ 
portion of the tents of the town to support the mili- 
tary.* 

The treaty of cessation, though at this time in 
force, was Ibut partial iii its influence, being entirel]^ 
disregarded by the parliament, the most powerful 
of the three factions which disfigured these kingdoms 
with violent and desolating commotions. The con- 
federate Irish were indignant at the temerity of 
Monroe in seizing Belfast, and desired the Marquis 
of Ormond to proclaim the Scots rebels. This, 
however, might have proved a dangerous procedure ; 
and, as a less hazardous step, the lord lieutenant, by 
the advice and concurrence of the privy council, de- 
spatched letters to the Scottish General, ordering 
him to surrender the arms, ammunition, and ord- 
nance which were contained in this town, and to 
withdraw from it with his troops. Monroe, how- 
ever, paid jVo attention to this cooimand.t 

But the two parties in the north, seeing the little 
progress which was made in thie suppression of the re- 
bellion, seemed mutually desirous of a reconciliation, d£u£n' 

* Corporation Becords. f Carte's Otmpad, v. 5, p. 512. 
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twteotke and of acting lilritfi conofert against the Iria^, wb« 
^ ptill continued tp extend Oieir power wheHicr peace 

or war should be the issue of their negooiations . In 
Ulslber, ^v^n the Irish themselyes ifere averse from 
the cessation, and the English in this proyiiiQe ^sonr 
sidered it perfectly consistent with justice ai^d their 
allegiance, to maintain a contest with men who re- 
mained open enemies, but whose brethern were at 
^e same time treating with the king for a final pa- 
cification. An agreement was therefore mad^ be- 
tween the JpSnglish and Scot^, the latter consent- 
ing th^t their allies should be constrained to take no 
path contrary to the tenor of the Irish laws, till the 
authcnrity of parliament should tenpinate their con- 
tentions.* 

Their joint forcea made some incursions against 
the enemy, but in the following year (1645,) the 
JSSSi^gSeS* Ulster Scots showed manifest symptoms of discon- 
tent, arising both from the neglect of the ]»arlia- 
ment, ^d the obnoxious principles of Independency, 
which had begun to be openly declared by many 
members of that celebrated assembly. .They still 
however continued to keep possession of this town, 
which, they affirmed, was necessary for the security 
of their troops as long as they continued in Ulster, 
and though timely supplies from the parliament al- 
layed their murmurs on one account, the article of 

• Carte*! Ormoad, ▼. J, p. 286. 
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f^elig^oB, a more insupportable grieyaiice, remain^ 
to oonfirm and widen their enmity. Their dissatis- 
faction assumed a more unequiToeal appearance 
when oommisaioners arriTed at Belfast/ with a view 
of bringiag both the Scots and royalists und^ the 
control of ^ English parliament. As a prelimi- 
nary step, Monroe was ordered to surrei|der this 
town, but he refiised, on pretence of ufaiting for di? 
rection's from the sts^te of Scotland.* The over- 
tures of the commissioners were receiTcd by Monroe 
and Ifis adl^erents witli the utmost distrust ; an4 
t^e former, obseryipg the Scots inuch less profuse 
in their demonstrations of attachm0nt to the parlia- 
ment, gave directions that some troops should be 
sent over to enforce their demands. 

In November 1646, pursuant to this order, a cour 
sideable body anrived at Dublin, and on the mis^ 
carriage of their negociation with the Marquis of 
Ormond proceeded to Ulster, wliere their reception 
was not mpre cqrdial. Tl^ey were debarred admis- 
sion either into t^s town or Carrickfergus, Mon« 
roe and the Scots thus plainly evincing a disposi- 
tion to disconcert the measures of the parliament.f ^^Su^ 

agaiiMtthe 

So great a revolution indeed had taken place in 
their sentiments, that the lord lieutenant, when 
besieged about the same time in Dublin, solicited, 
and would have obtained the assistance of the Scots, 

• CarU,v. 1, p. 538. f lUd. ▼. 2, p. 59. 
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bad they not been so liitich' weakened by the des- 
tructive" battle of Behbtirb. During the yeat* 
l64'7, the motives for disunion daily became ihore 
irrecotrcilable and mhfte numerous^ but when Eng- 
land was invaded* by the Scots ifa 1648^ in support 
of royalty, the Ulster forces entered into the- same 
iea^iie, and offered the loW ITeuttenanit their assiist-^ 
ance, not only against the Irish rebels, but against 
the fhdependents of this and the n^ghbouring king- 
dom. Their hostility being thus no longer xjonceal- 
ed, the celebrated Monk,' to whom flie parliament 
had coinmitted the care of Ulster, marehed with 
great celprity to Carrickfer^us,- whidh he surprised, 
and having seiared Monroe, sent biiri ^risonelr to 
They are 8ub. Ensrlaud. A strOnff detachmfent then aiafieared be- 

duel by Gen. ^ ° * *^ 

l^S^l^^ fore Belfast, which, offering little or no resistance, 
was reduced a second tiriae'to the subjection of the 
parKament.* Colonel Maxwell ^as then appoiiit-^ 
ed governor.t : » . , 

* Leland^s Ireland , v. 5. p. "327. 
f Tbe following lines are in tlie Uecords of the Corporation, en. 
titled ** Verses presented to General Monck,'* but bo fartlier explaiiA- 
laon is given as, to the occasion, date* or manner of their presentation. 
They contain A keen and no very covert attack on the EutnpFar)ia« 
ineut,. and certAinly da iofinita honour to tbe port laureat of the 
town for smoothness of versification and originality of invention :-— 
i - 'Ad vantS' George Menck and MoHiok St. > George shaU be 

!RngIand*8 Restorer to its Liberty .. ^ . . 

- Gotland's Protector, Ireland's President 
]{ educing all to affree Parliament • . 
And if thou dost intend the other thin^; 
Goe q» and all shall irrye-God save ><^ King, 

M R doth rebellion represent 
'V By V nought else but villainy is meant 
M IVl murther signifies all men doe know 
V .' V jwijurycs in' fajshion grow « 

Thus R and V with M and P 
Conjoyn'd make up our uiiberie. 
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Such caeaaures, howf^ver^ W€ffe far from subdiuQip 
the afiimoi^ity of the royalist&r and the rigid c^ye- 
nai^teir^, hoth pf whom w^re equally incensed at the 
Yiple^t 4^4l <4 ^^. MpS« ^ catastrophe whigb.topk 
plftce a f(pw months after the irruption of Colonel 
Slopk .into, ti^ prpyv^ce. T^ whple north rose in 
arms |tg^iQS{trtl^^l^Iishi!iepjLi)b]k^ and<^^^^^P^®^ 
loadty Jfpr the r^|»ewal ^t^lf/^ covenant^ one of the 
principal ^^rtieies o£«wbiph^ the decapitation of the 
ki]yg.ha4 yiojated and.^sroken^ Colonel Monk smd 
Sir Charles Coote, the.parliamentary commanders 
in Ulster, absolutely refused to receive it, though 
the principal part of their officers and soldiers were 
(^cpnir^ury sentiments^ . The parliamentarians, upon 
thisaccounti/were dispossessed of almost every place 
of strenjgfli In this province as^ <|uickly as they had 
acquu;ed tbem,f ^nd the appearance of affiiirs here 
at this crisis was- extren[iely favourable to tlie new 
king, wha dqpited Sir George Monroe, the, brother 
of him who had lately made so distinguished a figure 
on tt^ same ground,, to the command of those who 
favoured, his government in Ulster, t This town Betaken by 

^ ' the royatofc. 

also fell into the hands of the royalists in 1649, 
After burning Lisburn and Antrim, Sir George 
Monroe surrounded Bdfast. Colonel Maxwell, the 
parliamentary governor, knowing the weakness of 
the place, sent with all sp^ed to request the imme- 
diate assistance of Lord Montgomery, not aware 

• Ctrte, T. 2, p, 76. lieUnd, ▼♦ 3,^^ 9^^ f Carte, p. 69. 
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Ihdt he also had embraced the cause of ihe king. 
Mctatgomery adopted an artifice i^hlch probably 
presented the destnictiott of the town. He . obeyed 
the command of the goTentoiry but whc^ las troops 
had gained admittance^ and were disposed iif the 
Inost propel* situsCtions for attack or defea^^ he 
fchoWed hi£t commission of General ^oremor in Ukter 
from King Charles; add cdmmandefd ColoiKel Max^ 
If ell cLnd the garrison to submit; l*he j^rliamieti- 
tai'iand perceiving their inability to defend the 
town against enemies within and without^ laid down 
theif Arms.* 

Though the people of tiie n5rtli of treland were 
little disposed to be on friendly termg with the par- 
liamentarians on account of their rejection 6f the 
coTcnant, yet neither Wdre ih^y much inclined^ it 
Would seem, to acknowledge the authority of a 
king, whdse principles might lead him to prefer a 
isimilar opposition. Roused by the exhortations of 
'their spmtUal teachers, they denied bis power 
till he should conform with the doctrines of 
their inestimable covenant, and even the soldiers 
who had so Utely opposed the republicans, relapsed 
intd the same fickleness and irresolution. They im- 
agined that Lord Montgomery and his patty intend- 
ed to use their endeavours for restoring the king 

• This account is taken from a rara oontrovenial tract, entitled 
<• Sample of Jet Black ^relatie Calumn//' p, 192. 
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Without any parfioular resenration for the seettrity 
and pre-^eimBence of the covenant. During the 
deseptiens and diiMen&ions whidi took place in con- 
sequence of this^ the parliamentary leaders . were 
allowed to siurtain their authority till reinforcements 
«hould arrire from England* Thia event soon took 
plac^. The same year (1649), Oliver Cromwell 
landed in Ireland , and after the capture of Droghe- 
da, sent Colonel Venables to reduce Belfast and the 
other, towns which continued in opposition to the 



5 Tats was now the fodrth time in the spa6e of six i^j^^^ 
years that Belfast had been besieged, and this was i^"^^^* 
the only oceasion on which it offered any material 
resistance. Colonel Veuables sat four days be- 
fore the town, which then capitulated upon ar- 
ticles.^ There is a tradional account that the lit^ 
tie mill) in Mill Street, or rather a former building 
in the same situation, was used by theparliamenA- 
tarians as an offensive station, and that an engage- 
ment .took place between the garrison and their as-« 
sailants at Buller^s Field, the former name of tlie 
ground on which the streets in the northern end of 
the town are built, particularly York Street and 
those immediately adjoining it. Sir George Mon- 
roe, a short tifne after this occurrence, attacked a 

• Carte; T. 2» p. 90. 
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fiarty of p^liameiitary luHr^e proceeding from Bd- 
fast to Antrim, when was killed, among others, the 
celebrated Owen O'ConnoUy, the firrt diaeowr^ 
of the Irish rebellion. The power <tf the royalisW 
howerer was entirely broken, and the country was 
soon subjected to the dommicni of the English Pat* 
lianient. 

During the CooEimonwealthlfae opposition of nany 
in this place to the principles and measures of the 
ruling authorities, remained firm and unabated, 
though at the Restoration, when the general pardon 
of King Charles was published here, ssYeral peradns 
belonging to the town publicly {beaded the bene&t 
of it. 

ApTEa fliis period no events properly htstoricd 
appear to hare occurred in Betfast for a consid^able 
j^J^JJU^^ number of years. This town, however, seenrs to 
•r James II? havo acquired early notice and consequence in the 
important wars which ensued on the aceessicm of 
King James II. to the throne. When theprinciplea 
and maxims of that monardb came to be appar^it, 
this corporation, in common with many others, be* 
gan to entertain the most serious apprehensions of 
some infringement on those privileges which tiieir 
charter had procured, and had hitherto continued to 
protect. The sovereign and bwrgesses, however, 
not being disposed to resign their liberties without 
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WL struggle, agreed* uomamouBly to defend ibeir 

cbarter by all legal meaQ9 in whatever court i^ 

might be impeached* This determination was ob- 

metveA, law ageata having been employed by the 

eor^ration in 1687 to substantiate their just and 

undoubted rights. In the year 1688, however, 

A new cbarter was issued by King James, increas- tor?Mu^S' 

img the number of burgesses to thirty -five, mne-« 

iteen <tf whom were Roman CatboUcs, and the re^ 

mainder Protestants, who never interfered in the 

business of the town by virtue of their appointment. # 

The ]^vileges of the corporation were also by the 

new charter so mudi farther abridged, as to vest in 

ihe duef gavemov and privy counc il the power of re* 

moving at pleasure a sovereign, burgess, or any 

other officer. About the same time the number of 

Roman Catbotics, principally military, had begun 

to ineresise in the town. They made application to 

file lord lieutenant that he would be pleased to order 

Ihe sovereign and burgesses to permit the celebra- 

jtioB of mass in the school house or town house, an 

an oUi ruinous biulding hitherto used was not fit 

for 4BO holy a purpose. The lord lieutenant, howr 

ever, was inforined by the sovereign, that their de^ 

ske cQuld not he complied vrith, as the one was the 

ipfoperty and free gift of L(N*d Donegall, and th^ 

ptheft the only place reserved for the afiairs of ihf 

* Kirkpatrick*s Historical Essay, p. 4^^. 
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towiiy the surrender of which might materiattf- afisct 
the general interests of the corporation, 

Thb danger -which seemed to menace the establiffh-'. 
ed laws and religion was thou^t to .be daily- aug- 
menting^ and thermnour wbioh arose about, the lat-^. 
ter end of the year 1688, and which was &e(Iiidmaly 
propagated, of an intended massacre by the Irish 
Catholics, had the effect of oementiBgand extend-^, 
ing a union among the Protestants for their mutus^, 
defence. It farther induced tiiem in Japuary 1689, 
prqiecttodu. to eutei? ittto a Combination for disarming the Ca-r 
SdStsfaUiw *holie regiments stationed m Belfast. and. som^, other 
places, and for taking possession <^ Carrickfergus* 
In consequence, however, of the non-performance 
of the scheme in this town, the whole prc^t 
produced none of those results which were anti-^ 
cipated, and which its practicability seemed to pro^ 
mise. When tho^e who had undertaken itwere.met 
, here for the purpose^ Sir Wm. Franklin, Mr. Upton, 
aiid Mr. Hamilton,, repenting of their engagement, 
refused to advance farther in so perilous an adven>T 
ture, and by tbeir adyice the citizens., of the. town 
were also dissuaded from embarking in the business, 
though some British officers here urged, in the 
noLOst forcible manner, the certain success and 
advantages of the intended enterprise. .Whenjtte 
abandonment of the plan was finally decided on, 
^b, Hamilton was sent to appdse Sir Arthur RaMr^ 
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don of tbe cirettmBtance^ ivbom he met within a few 
milem of the town, advandnj^ with five hundred mei| 
to ensure a prosperous termination of the contrt* / 

Tanoe, and who, upon the unexpected information 
wUch lie received, expressed the most marked dis-' 
apfyrobation and regret.* In Lbbum the plot 'suc^^ 
eeeded ; but the inhabitants of that town, informed 
of its ftiilure here, and fearing to be alone impUcatid 
in sBch an affiiir, returned the arms. According to 
another account, the enterprise in Belfast Vas ten* 
dered dangerous and doubtful from 'thS want df 
timely notice having been g^ven to the inhabitants, 
so that there was a necessity for giving up or defer- 
ring its execution, many p^sons representing how 
mach this town might suffer if the concerted seizure 
of Carrickfergus should not take j^acctf 

Though the attempt was therefore unproductive 
of the expected consequences, the Protestants of the 
north, apprehensive of the rigorous severity of the 
Government for engaging in it, entered with more 
boldness and alacrity into associations for the de- 
fence of their religion. A messenger sailed from 
this town with an address to the Prince of Orange, 
then in England, declarativeof their approbation of 
his undertaking, and their assistance in the subvw- ' 
siott of the existing government in Ireland. At the 

** A Faithful History of the Northern Tnmeactions, p. 1 U 
t Mackenzie** Narrative. . 
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atttne time Ihe Presbytmans of Uitter sent Mr^ 
Pfttridc Adair^ miniirter in this toim^ and die fa** 
moua Ab^nethy, to wait upon his Highness, and, 
before he waa proclaimed, em^^tolate him on 
hia arriyal and enconraga him to peraeyere in the 
great design which he had in hand.* The aa^ 
aw«r to the Protestant address was reaeived in 
J^qZ^ Man^ 1689, when Eing WiUiam and Queen 
cunedbm Maxy weTB prodaimed and acknowledged here 
witii erery mark of attachment. In tlie levies and 
preparations which snooeeded this avowal of the 
sentiments of the i^»rthem Protestants, the mer* 
chants of Belfast are mentioned as particularly libe- 
ral in tbmr oontribntions.t But a stratagem for 
the snrprisal of Carridcfergus haring entirdy failed, 
and the Protestant party being o&^wise weakened, 
hut feeble and unsteady opposition was offered to 
King Jameses troops in their march northwards, 
King WiBiam^s adherents were ^lispersed |n every 
directtoD, many of them seeking tanporary security 
in Ubis town. But a few days, faowey^, after Bel- 
fast had evinced its satirfaoti<m in the gov«*nment 
of the new candidate for the ^irone, it aJbo was ne- 
cessitated to yield to the opposite power 4 The 
2J»tamn Irish army took possessbn of this town, the garri- 
uo^ j«net*t ^^ retiring to Coleraine nnder the command of Sir 
Arthur Rawdnn. According to some accounts BbU 

f KirkpArklL^ Emff, p. sas.f Fnitlifiil Account, && p. 25, 
I Mackeniie, p. 13. 
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fast suffered oonsiilerably by plmd#r oa fliis occ^r 
sloDy^ while one of the nxost celebrated wiijb^^ oa 
the other side dmies the aomnatioii, and appeals to 
the sovereign and mei'chwts qf the towa if wme-- 
rcNis iM-oteotions w^re aat issued by Kmg JFames, 
and if they did not dis^oveir these orders 90 cai»- 
pletely efficacious as to find, on their return, the 
goods which they had left safe and untouched.f 

Mi^NY q! the inbabitanta hairing fled to Scotbiad 
and Tsrious o&er plac^, a prodamation was pubi- 
Ushed by the Governuient, pcomising to aU th.ose who 
had resided in Belfaist for the last tweWe months a 
general amnesty for th& crime of high treason, pro^ 
vided they returned within forty days to their dweUr 
ings aAd resumed their several occupations. It aU 
so promised, that the posaessiens of such Individ 
duals, of what kind soever, should be restored^ and 
desired all officers, both civU and military, not to 
molest either the persons or the property of those 
who claimed the benefit of this pardon. :]; The or« 
der was repeated in a letter from the Earl of MeU 
fort to the sovereign of Belfast, in which it is 
stated, that directions have be^i given for the sub- 
slMience of the garrison without being a burthen 
to the town, and that his m^esty will not confine 

* Fnll aod Impartial Aceomit of tbf Moat M«*evka PaasagaaiA 
Ireland since December 1688, p. 14. 
f LasUe*a. AMver v» Ki^g, p, 148^ 
I See the Protection at length in teaUe, p. 57, App^pdijk 
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• his merey to any stated time. ''But the sanguinai^ 
condttot imputed to Marshal Rosen, in whieh BmU 
fast did not escape, had the effect of alienating the 
minds of the people, and the GoY^mment proceeded 
ito attaint not only the principal persons af this 

. town, but of the whole counties of Down and An- 
trim. 

- The obstinate resistance of Derry, and the.pre-' 

parations which were making' in England for the 
defence of this kingdom, kept alive the hopes of 
those who were indisposed to submit to the power 
of a Catholic prince. Their wishes were speedily 
^Arrirriof gratified by the arrival of Duke Schomberg, who 
**^ landed near Bangor on the 13th of August, 1689, 

with an army of ten thousand men^ On the news 
of this event the Irish evacuated Belfast, when 
Schomberg sent Colonel Wharton's regiment to 
take possession of the place for King William. 
The Duke himself soon came to this town, and af- 
ter the surrender of Carrickfergus the whole army 
encamped within about a mile of Belfast.* He was 
joined here by many persons who were afraid to de^ 
clare before, and having issued proclamations of pro^ 
tection and encouragement to tbedifferent town8,that 
their former charters or privileges should be con- 
firmed and renewed, many, who had rejected the 

• Story*s Impartial Histonr; p. 7. Harrb*a Life of King Wil. 
liam, p« 244« 
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oflSnrs.of Kiag James, among whom were the BeU 
fast.merobaiUs, returned. to their hahitations. ,The 
army then marched southward, and though tliis 
town, or the adjacent country^ was not the scene 
4)i much aotual warfare, the grdat hospital here 
ferved for the reception of the numerous sick, who 
were afiUcted with the dreadful disease which so 
miserably reduced Duke Schomberg's army during 
his encampment at Dundalk. There died in this 
liospital in six months 3762 persons, besides the 
multitudes which perished in the camp and on their 
way hithert Nor was this distemper confined to 
the military; ^^ I have sometimes stood upon the 
street'' says Story, alluding to Belfast, '^ and seen 
ten or a dozen corps of the towns-^people go by in 
little more than half an hour."* 

The army of King William * however, was still Kew 
strengthened with new accessions. In March, 1690, ^j^ 
four hundred Danes landed at this town froni 
Whitehaven, and the following week all the foot 
arrived from Chester, with their General the Prince 
of Wtrt^nberg. Schomberg came to examine them 
and was much pleased with their appearance. In 
April, a regiment of Danish horse and some recruits 
came to this town, and four days after they were 
followed by the celebrated Sir Cloudesly Shovel, as 

* Storjr*8 Impartial Hittorj, p. 50. 
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convoy to some vessels ivfaich brought necessaricB 
for the troops. On the 6th of June, Duke Schom* 
berg again visited Belfast^ to be in readiness to re^- 
ceive King William, who had embarked for Ireland 
two days before.* His majesty arrived at Cairick- 
fergus. on the 14th of June 1690> and proceeded 
the same day to this town^ which was then crowd- 
ed with soldiers and invalids. Dnke Schondi^rg^ 
and several other officers of rank^ met the King 
Kmgwmiam ^b<out three miles from Belfast, who travelled* the 
j^hispro- remainder of the way in his Graee^s carriage.. He 
was received at the entrance- of the town by the so- 
vereign, burgesses, and a vast concourse of people^ 
with the lou4est acclamations, and was conducted 
to the castle, where the sovereign, on his knee^^ 
humbly offered the rod of authority, which his ma- 
jesty receiving, immediately returned, desiring him 
at the same time to rise. The sovereign, again 
kneeling, presented an address from the corpora- 
tion, which, after having been read,. the KJngput in 
his pocket His majesty seemed, during. bis stay ia 
this town, to be particularly well pleased with its 
situation, as well as its inhabitants, and remarked, 
when within the castle, the door being open, to the 
gardens, that it resembled Whitehall. It should 
not be omitted, that the sovereign intended to ac« 
quaint the King that the corporation had neither 
lands, tenements, hereditaments, rents, or commons, 

* Story, p. 56, 58. 
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for file l^upport of its dignity, or for the paymcat of 
any public taxes or chorgeii which the town might 
incur, though by its trade it was a place of some 
importlEUice) paying to the Exchequer, in customs- 
and excise, the sum of twenty thbusand pounds 
annually, and therefore that Us majesty would be 
pleased to grant, out of the estate of those enemies 
whom he was going to conquer, such a proportion 
as in his gracious favour he might think fit. The 
burg^ses, howev^, all refused to coincide in this 
proposal, thinking it would be ill-timed and inde- 
corous thus to beg of bis majesty on his visit, 
though it was represented to them that such an op- 
portunity might never again occur. They no doubt 
rep^ited aft^wards of their delicacy in this afikir^ 
as it was confidently reported by a gentleman of 
good credit and reputation that when the King was 
in the vrest of Ireland this person heard his majesty 
say that he preferred the north part of the kingdom, 
especially Belfast and its neighbourhood, and that if 
the magistrates or inhabitants of that town had 
askedany £a,vour from him, he would not have hesi- 
tated about granting it.* 

King William was attended in this town by many 
persons of distinction, and the second day after his 
arrival, an address was presented to him by Doctor 
Walker in the name of tlie Episcopal clergy, and 

* Corporation Records. 
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another by three Presbyterian ministers on the part 
of nil those of that denomination in Ulster,' both of- 
which were most ^aciously received. His ma- 
jesty remainiBd five nights in this town^f and near 
the time of his departure issued a proclamation from 
his ^^ Court at Belfast/* ordering the army on nci 
account whatever to plunder or despoil thci eountry-y- 
but to purchase fairly every article which they might 
require. The King then marched to Lisburn, where 
Schomberg kept his head quarters, leaving Belfast 
to enjoy the benefit of. the peace which l\ad thua^ 
been restored to this part of his dominions. 

Adeflcienrv ^HE history of Belfast from this important ara 

ill historical • « -, 

th?«*''^'S<L' IS more of a pacific nature, presenting mdeed 
for many years little worthy of preservation. But: 
if there be an inadequate stock of materials to goAi-, 
fy an ardent curiosity or to swell our domestic an-i. 
nals^ it is not thence to be inferred that the im- 
provement of the town had become less eminent or 
less auspicious. At the time of the Revolution it is 
mentioned both by Story and Leslie, as the largest 
and most considerable place for trade in the north 
of Ireland. From these and other notices it may 
be asserted that Belfast soon exchanged a secon* 
dary consequence in the wars for a more durable 
and more valuable precedence in the arts, of peace^ 

* Ttie King lodged in th« houso of Sir William Franklla» oppc^v 
tiie the castUt the Donegal! Arm* now occupying its site. 
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SO that if tbe narrative be for a length of time inters 
rupted or barren, the deficiency may be readily aup* 
plied. The advancement of trade and populatipn wil| 
fiilly occupy the chasm, and this is certainly the 
true epoch, while its history is really destitute of me* 
morable incidents, that Belfast first commenced a 
rapid progress to the rank of one of the chiief com-r 
mercial towns ip; the British dominions. 

There are some circumstances, however, which 
reouire not to be entirely passed over. The art of The act or 

^ ' *^ printiiigia. 

printing was first introdoced into this town in 1696, <»d»<^ 
the sovereign himself engaging in that most usrfut 
occupation. In 17Q8, Belfast is represented in a 
Manuscript Tour, by an anonymous traveller, as a 
handsome, busy, and populous town, with a ^eat 
number of new bouses and good shops, the inha- 
bitants being also mentioned as principally compos- 
ed of merchants. Nor did Belfast f?ul to display 
.about the same ti[ma those principles ifhich it had 
manifested at the accession of King William on the 
alarms of inv^ision so prevalent during the reign of 
Queen Anne. Such' a report having been raised in 
the year 1708, a compai^y, consisting of ninety men, to^^?^ 

inyanon. 

was immediately embqdied in this town, but its ser- 
vices were fprtunately not requu*ed. Shortly after 
this time, the most injurious aspersions were thrown 
upon the Presby teriatis for their monopoly of trade, 
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for evading the force of the test act, aiid several 
otter of^oes contrary to the established laws. 



^^S!^S The Predbyterians of Bdfast were particularly 
Kfoted. the subject of these censures. The sovereign of this 
town was summoned befoi« the House of Commons, 
charged by Lady Donegall with irr^ularities in 
the government of the corporation, by permitting 
dissenters to continue in office, though not quali- 
fied by flie test act. After a long and minute ex- 
amination of the charges preferred against him, the 
sovereign was acq^tted to the satisfaction of the 
house.^ The unjust imputation of a monopoly of 
trade by the Belfast Presbyterians, was also refut- 
ed by a free and unsolicited declaration to the con- 
trary from eighty of the principal inhabitants, and 
members of the established church.f 

* CononioDS* Journals, ▼. 9. p. SSS, 

f Tb« accusations against the lojaltf and general conduct of the 
Presbyterians were likewise repelled with success by Dr. Kirkpatrick, 
minister of the Second Congregation of Dissenters ia Belfast, in a 
work entitled "An Historical Essay on the Loyalty of Presbyte* 
rians." Tbk book was printed here in 1713, and containa jin ac- 
count of the 6rst settlement of the Presbyterians in Ireland, with a 
diffuse relation and vindication of their subsequent public or political 
proceedings from that time to the latter end of Queen Anne*s reign. 
The vicar of the parish of Beli^ (Dr. Tisdall), appears also to have 
exercised his pen on the occasion, but with a very different intention. 
He published a treatise, entitled ** A Seasonable Enquiry into that 
Most Dangerous Political Principle of the Kirk in Power. By W. 
Tisdall, D. D. Dublin, printed 1713.** This was the vicar, who 
lost in the some year a suit instituted by bis predecessor (Mr. Ecblin) 
and continued by himself, against the inhabitants of Belfast, to ra- 
toYisr house-money, under the statute, which provides for incumbents 
of cities or towns corporate in Ireland, on whom there are *' small 
or no tythcs or other duties*' settled by law, a charge of this kind fur 
their subsistence. It was clearly proved that BelC^t did not at all 
come under the meaning of the act, being a vicarage endowed both 
with tythes and glebe land. 
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In the year 1715 the tidiabitaiits of Belfast gpive ^*?«*g^ 
farther proofs of their adherence to the established ^^* 
goyernment by aruung^ on the news of the Preten- 
der's inyasion^ an independent company pf Yolunf» 
teers, and ia 1745, when a similar project was at-* 
tempted^ equal yigilance was displayed*^ On this 
latter occasion a repcnrt having been raised that a 
great body of Higfalandess had collected on the coast 
of Scotland, with the intention of making a descent 
on the shores of this bay, the principal part of the 
Belfast volunteers marched to Carrickfergusi castle, 
and continued to do duty there till the alarm had 
entirely subsided. But these symptoms of attach- 
ment to the constituted authorities, were considered 
by no means incompatible with that spirit of inde-» 
pendence which distinguished at this period the in- 
habitants of the north of Ireland, particularly the 
town of Belfast, and which has still continued to be 
their general character. Some of the leading mem- 
bers of the county Antrim Patriot Club, were inha- 
bitants of this town, and many of them, so early as 
the year 1757, were incorporated into a volunte^ 
company for the defence of their laws and freedom, 
at that time threatened with an overtlurow from the 
French. ^p|| 

* In 1739, and the foHowing year, in consequence of the great 
frost, crowds of wretched people from Belfast and other places, as* 
sembled on the warrens at Holywood, and pitching tents there, IiTed 
on the muscles which happenetl at the tiuie to havo been cast up oa 
tiifi shore in extraordinary quantities. 
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^}^ Their exertions wertf goon required, th^ expeded 

inyad^rs with a small squadron landing and ta- 
king possession of Carrickfergus in the month of Fe- 
bruary 1760; Thurot, the chief leader of the expe- 
dition, intended to have proceeded first to Belfast, 
but his opinion was OY^ruled, which was certainly 
a moist injudicious measure, as this town might have 
been almost taken by surprise^ and tirould have af- 
forded a more abundant plunder, or a richer ran- 
som, than any other place in the north of Ireland, 
the force of the French, consisting only of eight hun- 
dr^ men, being much too small to hare acquired 
any permanent possession. The day after the sur- 
render of Carrickfergus^ the French demanded from 
the inhabitants of Belfast thii'ty hogsheads of wine, 
forty of brandy, sixty barrels of beer> six thousand 
pounds of bread, and sixty bullocks. The orAec for 
this supply was couched in Very peremptory terms, 
and threatened that if it should not be complied with, 
this town and Carrlckfergus would be immediately 
burned. Two lighters were accordingly loaded 
with proTisions, but owing to the tempestuous state 
of the weather one of them only sailed the follow- 
ing erehingi She was not suffered however to 
||[^h her destination, being stopped by a tender in 
the road. The French, observing this, reiterated 
their menaces, declaring that if their demands- were 
not instantly fulfilled, they would put the inhabitants 
of Carrickfergus to the sword, burn the town itself. 
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and then march to Belfast. Upon this intelligence, 
eight or ten carts of provisions were sent off to sa- 
tisfy their present necessities, but only two of them 
arrived at Carrickfergus, the remainder being seized 
and detained by a party of armed men nes^ this 
town, the people openly displaying the greatest un- 
willingness to yield to the imperative requisitions of 
the invaders. The lighter, however, which had been 
before stopped in the loUgh, was permitted, about 
the same time, to proceed to Carrickfergus. But 
the numerous bodies of determined though ill ap- 
pointed troops, which poured into Belfast from 
all parts of the country, soon left little apprehen- 
sions for its safety. A strong party of these hasty 
levies stationed themselves within about two miles 
of Carrickfergus, which probably had the effect of 
intimidating the enemy, as they departed without 
molestation, after remaining a week in possession of 
that place. The number of volunteers who thronged 
to Belfast for its defence amounted to 5352 men^ 
and the loss which this town sustained in provisions, 
the payment of militia, and other contingent ex- 
penses, was rated at <£1365, which, on tiie petition 
of the inhabitants^ was liquidated by parliameiMjU 

From the year 1770 to the period of the legisla- ^^thSlT 
tive union with Great Britain, the remarkable na- *°*p**'^*'*- 

* Sletter*8 Public Gaxetteer, 1760. Commons* Journals, v. 11, p. 97 f. 

G 
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^ fur e of the information for compiling a history of 
Belfast is olily equalled by its oopiousness* Tbe 
desire of scrutinizing into public affairs seems to 
have gathered strength from the increase of cam«- 
merce ; and in those numerous discufasions whidi 
the cTents of Europe or the state of the nation sd 
loudly and so frequently called fortfi, this town was 
always the first and the boldest in the dodaraiion d 
its sentiments. In examining ihese oircttmstances^ 
nothing, perhaps^ kt first sight ^ will seem more 
[Striking than the outward contrariety whidi appears 
between the politics of 1770 and the present day. 
In the former period, the memories of Sidney, of 
Hampden, and of ** the glcnious and immortal King 
William" Were conjoined. ** The Reyolution of 
1688,'* "the Fits* of July 18190/' " the Protestaiit 
interest all the world over," flowed from the same 
lips which ujAield the rights of the American colo- 
nies to unlimited freedom, and the names of some 
of the greatest democrats that erer flourished to 
unlimited applause.^ 

* A riot of conBiderable extent took plMo here in 1771, impoitaiit 
In itself, but far more extratfrdlnerf in its coneeqaeneee. Tbe perw 
tlc^n will be found in the Gent, and Lond. Ma|^iine, end Free. 
if^woumal, 1771. Tbefollowtng ie «n abridged atetenbeBt:.** 
nBRases of an estate in the countj of Antrim* the properQr of the 
Marquia of Donegall, haying expired, it was proposed that the land 
ahokild be let only to those who could pay lai^ge finea to tbe landlord 
and extravagant fees to the agent. Tbe greater part of the tenanta* 
unable to comply with auch demandtoi were deprived of their fiupma 
and other person; placed in them. The original occapiersy enraged 
at this, committed nomeroua outragea on the cattle and landa of the 
new tenants, and, entering into a fchid of association, aatttaied the 
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In the ytsar 1778, wben ike junction of tbe French 
HAd the States of Ani^i<^& t^k phce, it was seri-. 
#ii8ly and jnstly feared ti^tt not only the vessels, 
l^«t thee coasts of this country, WQuld be exposed t^ 
the raTages of these powerful enemies. Taking in* 
lis cttnsidecatiQa therefore the defenceless state of 
&^own part of the kingdom, a number of the in-- 
habitailts .gf Belfast embodied themselves into- a 
yoliMteer company^ to tei^ my attempt whidi 

mme of '• Hearts of Sted,** «fprwsif e of their determfnetion to per- 
«ai in vAtODtiog tMr n^pofid iojiiriei. One of these insurgeaU har* 
ing been taken prisoner on a charge of felony in Belfa&t, was sent tq 
the bernitib te gripler seenrifty agi^inst any attempt to rescue him 
UU hla tr^smission to the county gaol. The discontented peasantry 
of the neqpibourhood, bowerer, armed .with yarious desperate wea- 
pona, asseokbled in thousands to deliver htm, and actually succeeded. 
They buratil a bouse, and would have proceeded much fiirther bad 
the prisoner toot been released. One of their number, however, was 
kiUed in forttbg his way into the barracks. The effects of this ior 
mrrectioD, ifhich extended the adjoining counties, were-caucb 
npre important to the interests of the whole province. Many tboor 
aanda of FrotflltantSy eagerly or rashly imbibing the spirit of dissatis^ 
faction, or bciiig incapable of maintaining themselves in their former 
utation, ^migra£d to America ; and both the respectable authorities 
already referred to for thb article conclude their account of the 
traosaclion by rmarking, most probably with the greatest truth, that 
these persons, tklis leaving their country under feelings of the deep- 
est resentment, dlintribtfted powerfully by their coursge and conduct 
to.s^jMurate the Americiln coloniss from the British crown. Ihese 
particulars aj^ farther corroborated by the fact that, in 1771, and tbe 
two fdlioAbg yean,' the emjgrstipn to America from the north of 
Ireland was infinil|ly beyond all fonner precedent, conusting princi- 
pally d(farm^r8 and manufactttrers, who by converting their proper- 
ty kiti^ si^ecte, entti of course, withdrawing it from circulation, occa- 
sioned at Hbe-^'tiolS uncommon injury |o ^e whole coonU|^^It 
was computed .that In five or six years ttie north of Irelan<^^^^x- 
bausted of one fourth of its trading cash, and an equal propo^R^ of 
Its wuLBufiicturiog pepple. From Belfast there failod in the years 
1771, 1772 and 1779, thirty ships, burthen 7800 ton^ ; from Lon- 
donderry In tbe saftie period thlrty^six ships, burthen 10,350 tons; 
and ^om J^ewry^wenty-two ships, burthen' 6,950 tons. From in- 
4)uir^es and investigations, it was calculated that the n^ber of paa- 
fengerf at least equalled tiie numl;»qr of tons. 



Digitized 



by Google 



52 

might be made against their lives or property. The 

same system had been adopted in 1715 and 1745, 

Origin of the but the origin of the celebrated Tolunteers b to be 

voluntcen. 

reckoned from this period, and their association to 
be ascribed to motives of defence from fweign pil- 
lage or subjugation. They vrere farther encouraged 
in their endeavours by advice which v^as received 
the same year from Government of a meditated at- 
tack on the northern coasts of the kingdom by three 
or four privateers^ much conunending likewise their 
alacrity and spirit in arming for their own defence. 
In the following year, (1779) when a descent of the 
French'on the coast of this county was daily anti- 
cipatedy the yolunteers of Belfast coi^sisted of diree 
hundred and forty, formed ipto three companies, all 
well armed, and prepared to receive the enemy. 
The total numbo" in the comities of Down and An- 
trim amounted at the same time nearly tp' fpuir 
thousand m^t- 

Tt is indispensably necessary that thes^ circum- 
stances should be mentioned, as Bdlfifi^^Mlt^un-t 
doubtedly the most celebrated town ^m Irelatt^^ for 
th^^tent of the volunteer system. iTiu^^nerally 
bSMd also, that the first company which was 
formed in the kingdom owed its origin to this town. 
If such an opinion be not altogether correct, it is 
certain that Belfast was among the first to form 
such an association ; and though later times have 
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rendered it somewhat diffic«lt to expatiate on this 
subject without entering on mouse dbcordant topics^ 
a sttccinot detail of the principal incidents which 
accompanied the union of the Belfast Tolunt^M&rs 
may still be divested of all political s^tiinentSi 

The first adyantage ^hich was deriy^ frpni their nnt effi»ts 

ofthetyitem, 

association was the freedom of trade. The ; sOye* 
reign, burgesses, and principal inhabitants of this 
town were early in declaring their right to such a 
privilege, and in their expression of thanks on the 
repeal of so oppressive and impolitic a restriotionj. 
The next^iL in the history of the Belfast volun- 
teers was the review on the 12th of Jidy 1780, near, 
this town, under the inspection of the Earl of C%sr-- 
lemont. For two days the volunteers of Belfast 
and the surrounding country gratified the curiosity, 
and excited the surprise, of a vast concourse of peo;* 
pie by the regularity of their manoeuvres, as well 
as the exactness of their appointments in «very re^ 
spect. There was a mock engagement between 
two> fW<i S}U»ch consisting of fourteen hundred 
men#ln preseme of an assembled multitude of thir- 
ty thoiiHUMirpersons* The mov^nents on both 
sides, consisting^pf f(dgned systems of attack and 
defence, were conducted with so much skill and vm 
precision, the uniformity of dress, the excellence of 
discipline, the vast importance attached to the 
whole proceedings, added to the presence and ap- 
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imbaiioii of BWne of 4lie niosl dtsOsfuigbed i*a- 
Motem ^ tiio fawt oostary, foraidl a ^cese tvbMi 
oreaAidiallieiiAiidbof diei^^cilmt<m4iie^u>8tflm^ 
Mrelrfmitib, Md wliiok oan )^ Ibe ftdrr«lediffilliau4 
anyoffeBfiitterM^bspectiOD^,^ AnBuel reviews waro 
held between this time and the final suppression pf 
Ih^ ^oitftiteef^s. In 1781^ Urn nutniier 4if trwps ex- 
coifded tiiose of tfce preceding pear, -amonaling tsi 
litmro tbaB fii^ "iboiiftatld men. On ikh oeeitsioai 
two petitions comhi^ were fon^M between isaj^o^ 
ed^puties of foreign in^^orb add olhet bodies of 
tte Volniit^evs. One of fheste was on the icoast of 
Antrim and the other fon the oppbsile vhore. The 
fltftMkilaMts on 'the Antrim «ide landed fr<mt a nnliW 
ter of boats dbont fdormtles down the bs^^and were 
tfncbitntersed imifiie&tely on iheir^debiorkaticHi. The! 
ittYadeni were at ftrst weeessM, driving tiie ad*- 
verse patty from idl ^their .positioi^, ehiding 'their 
atrfttagemsy nod at length making their way to the 
suburbs of the town near the Ppor^House. Here 
the defensivie army had rallied, and inagenortfl eo- 
gagement routed and rdispersed tWr oj^^JA^ta^ 
Gount^feit shells were discharged : the ^^ous 
OYolutions were so ingenioasly contnVed^^nd sp 
dextoroosly execnted, that, indq^end^tly pf any 
other feelings, the highest gratification was ^qrde^ 

• This review, as w^ll as those ^icb succeeded it, ^0ok place in 
the Falls Meadows. The place was iwell adapted for the purpose, 
being extremely lereU of considerable extent, and overlooked on both 
»d€s bj gradually asccndiag hfiU. 
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by do iQi^esting and so novel & tpeeiiude. In 
178S an encamped reriew took place, wbidi vmn 
eclipsed thefbttowing year by another » remarkable 
for die increasing^ military spirit wlttcb ^hniaeteria- 
ed the difierent companies. 

Thbse reviews, however, were but rdn^ations Ke«t«i»or 
from more important concerns. Alter aoquiriiig the t£^ 
freedom of trade, the n^Lt object was to establish tiie 
Iridi house of commons totally independent of the 
British parliament. Tiiis propo^itioii was also 9i^ 
tended widi spooBess, the claims of the Ittttor to enaat 
laws for Iseland being renounced in the year 178il« 
The people were encouraged by these oonoessioiia, 
•and numerous meetings were heUL in ifaia town 40 
.cimgratttlate those members of the iegislaiare whose 
principles accorded with the popntan sentfaDontiei, 
and to petition for a more equal representation in the 
Insh parBamnt. The ]^roo6edings and resdatvote 
of the celebrated DungajuMin coaTentions of ITW^ 
aiMl the succeeding y^ar, were adopted by the in^' 
habitants -cf this town with the utmost unaaidaity 
juid concord. ' In ITSi, they farther resolved to give 
axdttsivemeouragementtolftshmtaiu&ctttre. This 
reoohition, which was most ccffdially eminaoed at 
' a general meetings is not less patriotic iShiin land- 
aUe» and has been olten suggested both before 
and since that period. Tiie sentiments of the VO'- 
Jiunteers oi this town aad country in favour of 
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parliamentary reform, continiied to be expresaed on 
aUL suitable .opportunities, and every measure fol- 
lowed which could facilitate in the accomplislniient 
of an end Tdiich seemed to them so desirable and 
necessary. 

NShera**** The Northern Whig Club was or^nized in the 
whigaub. y^^j. j^g^^ chiefly with the view of mollifying those 
-virulent and democratic principles which were con- 
ceived by its institiitors entirely inconsistent with 
rational and constitutional freedom. The Earl of 
Charlemont was one of the principal promoters of 
the association, this town being considered the 
centre of its operations. The following year (1791) 
is rendered remarkable by an occurrence which well 

commemon. des^vcs particular notice. It was the commemora- 
tion or the '^ 

^tSa?^ tion of the French revolution on the 14th of July. 
The vo&mteers and inhabitants formed a proces- 
sion through the town, bearing portraits of Franklin 
and Mirabeau, with various mottoes and emblems 
aS SL similar kind, displaying, by their words as wdl 
as by their actions, the most excessive joy and 
sympathy at the efforts of the French people. Not 
contented with these demonstrations, they despatch- 
ed, with unanimous consent, an address of warm 
Congratulation and enc^ouragement to the National 
Assembly, expressive of their gratitude and asto- 
nishment at the stupendous events which they had 
>eguu under so propitious circumstances, and which 
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oiitoion. '* It im goad for ba»ui» mitttre/'^ sakl fliegr> 
<^ tkat ^0 gvas* gv<miB latere <lie B«Nifo sio#4. 
We do rqoice ai- si^ evmt'^lUGlii semeif the brmk<- 
iag of a dHum that farid umrnrsoi Fmanf » a 
Bastiie-of dbril and eelij^kias bondage/* Is^ amv^ 
Aor {dace. Hkt bUowmi^ papagflapk ooeil»r : '^ Wi^ 
too^ hare aoousky aad^ vte- hdA it very dear; oo 
dear to w iia interetij ikoA. tve ivifi&. irii <m«-m«( 
rrl^oosa imioleramse aanSiilaled fat thio land ;. ao 
dBar:taiwite Aoftaimytkatiiiftwidi^aii^etciaaat^stopio 
ihr traffio of piiUia liibntyr viiiob is; boa^t^by: mm 
mulaoU taanotbec; sodear to uoita/reodpMay.that 
we wiahfor netfaio; ae nmah as a. reml repreamtmf^ 

diaa of nirtkttalthafipnMBao.'* 

Tsaa addredty^nliiclt ia wiitUni i& attoxtrattdy 
xiMr¥oiia .style, waa aaawered by tho aooietfca^. of 
B^ardaaoK' and Naata ia a tone e^padly demled; 
aad trhai oaoiMil but seem' estvaoidiaairy^. albidtag 
dialiiieily ta the Tokinteer iaaiittitioBa^ aa:< flkeadbg 
tbem what armed: citixeaa eoaldi peiima. ^ A£tea 
tiie ne^aw in Ae month of July YH^^iasi. Fsemiik 
revdntiott wm agaim cdribvaied mUi sinilar Be^ota^ 
lags. Nua»erouaflag«,.wtadeTioeiiiiidinBOf^OM^ 
ii9aBe:boane aloag by the joyourimiEliitada. Of tfaoaa 
tfao BMwt onrioua paiiapa; fnaa oae iMdk laaa^pffa^ 
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pared as aii insulting representation of the Dutclr^ 
who had also it was allied engaged in the ^^ wick- 
^ conspiracy of tyrants against the liberties of 
man.'' The trafficking Hollanders were to be 
personified by a piece of coailse woollen doth half 
hoisted on a pole, which was to have been hooted by 
the infuriated populace. Neman could be found to 
bear the ignominious burthen, which was inscribed 
with Goldsmith's celebrated line, ^^ Heayens ! how 
unlike their Belgian sires of old." Another of 
the flags on this occasion, carried by a number of 
persons from Cammoney and Templepatrick, was 
impressed with the following strange and ominous 
words, ^^Our Gallic brother was born July 14, 
1789. Alas ! we are stillin embryo." On the other 
side, *^ Superstitious Jealousy, the cause of the Irish 
Bastile ; let us unite and destroy it/' The portrait 
of Dr. Franklin had for its motto, ^^ Whcsre liberty 
is there is my country." The 'multitude which at- 
tended the procession far exceeded, both in number 
and in yehemence, any former assemblage which had 
been witnessed in tins town. A second declaration 
was sent to the National Assembly of France ; and 
also an address to the people of Ireland ^ proclaiming 
the steadiness and determination of the volunteers, 
and other inhabitants of Belfast and its vicinity, iri 
the great cause of parliamentary reform, and utterly 
reprobating the principle that religious opinions 
should be the means of producing any political in- 
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equality. It may confidently be aiBrin0d that, ei^> 
cept in the country where that amazing e^ent took 
place, the French revolution has np where been ce- 
lebrated with more pomp, more pure sincerity, and 
genuine satisfaction, than in this town. Every sub- 
sequent step of the republicans towards the apparent 
stability of their freedom was hailed with rejoicingis 
and illuminations. The st^te of politics would seen) 
to have entirely captivated the attention of the peo- 
ple ; and the recent occ^rrence9 on the continent 
had, undoubtedly; a very material influence in giving 
birth to thps^ b<)ld si^ptiments which were published 
9bout t]|k time by the volunteers and &c different 
societies in the town, as well as to those more uur 
happy measures to which such procefKlipgrs ulti^ 
^lately led. 

Tbe most strenuous efforts were made by many 
in this place to effect a permanent and friendly coali- 
^on with the Roman CathoHcs, that their united en- 
deavours might be directed to the attainment of thpse 
alterations in ihe established government which en- 
grossed so much of thjBir thoughts. So early as the 
year 1790, advance^ towards r^onpiliation had 
been made, and many. petitions were sent from this Petitionafb 

* * Catholic 

town to parliament^ strongly representing the pro- ^^^ 
priety and policy of Catholic emanpipation. Meet- 
ings of the volunteprs and of the inhabitants were 
extremely frequent ^bout the same period, all 
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d^liu4B^ Ibe 4attgMr of At cooiltry , ^uA thft i 
Bitj f^r aotii^ 9aiA40fB^ {yrepan^tioM. Ff ineifiwi 
of a treasenobfe 4«iid«ii^7 are €leari7 to he impied iq 
eome of 4lbe ^dcunonts whUti fcrnuied from Ihe BeUMt 
preas, i« the la;t(«r^iid^tlM y«ar I9t2,.«|idl »!!»««-» 
port of the 8eoret CoiMiit^e^tf tho HMi9««f LcntiIby 
for Mar/Bh 1798, 4 copious aeooust {sffif^ii pf Mi nil* 
IMiiea tumtttttiary ^pHt whl^ had haen uridoly 4if^ 
ftiso^ in tilts towq 4Uid ^oaqty, fcopt ^Hiweinfsitmm^ 
rotts aedkiom pami^iets and priTatemiKtary fliaiM<* 
iiations, \vliich oofild iiot hvA came very great ia-r 
quietiide. Secret aooietfea (of ^fiUch tiiere wer# 
several meiitioBed as existing fa BeUlist), »stitiirto4 
Extinction of ^^ P^ P^^^g subscrfptions OT tai^cs, 4o be used fev 
m^ pusposea concealed ffom the goTerimeat, mer^i^qn- 

sidered to be quitp at yariance with t)ie eidsteooe &( 
public tranquillity. The same month, th^efore, 
was diiitinguished by ike extineti^Hi of the Toluatears . 
A proclamation was issued by by the lord Keutenant 
tiM^ no mope lurmed associations should be raised, 
and that bodies of men should not appear in future 
leither in tiie town of B^ast or fdsewhere in mili" 
tary aifay. The proclamation states that great 
quantities of arms and gunpowder had been coUeet^ 
ed here, that bodies ef n^en were emerdsedand dril- 
)ad by niglit as well by day, and that though their 
deelared obfeot was redress of grieTaneeif, their tea| 
|Atei|tions w^ro of a mudi mcHre aspiring natqre, 
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hmxkg DotUnf les« tiian to dictate not oaly te Am 
parttament but to the government itself. 

Tu aystem of United Intfaitteii haft for a amsi- 
dendU^ time been making a rapid progress in ifiiis 
tows, ilotsrithstaBdiiig the arrtirts and prehibitioDs 
of gov^rnmeiit, aad tiie i]ivBten|.te animoaiiy which 
the BoUKeiB, aeeordlng to the pablie prints of the 
period, took OTery (BpoasioB to display tpwards its 
inhabitania, The dbaoKious signa of Damoiiriery 
Pra&kMo, and Mirakeau were deokdiabad ; and the 
peaee of the town was often diatorbed by different 
Hiffitaryiiota. la 4ie latter cmd of the year 1794)8e« 
yeral additionsd societies of United Irishmen were 
formed in Bdifast,* In the preceding year there were 
fooTy nor did Ihey trite any preeanticns to conceal 
th^ mimber. On the removal of Earl Fitzwilliam 
in Mare^ 1795, after his dmrt administratioD, the 
^8th of that month was obserred by the iidiabitants 
of this town as a day of national ealainity, no shops 
or counting-houses being open. But after thia event 
the societies of United Irishmen increased with 
alarming rapidity in the counties of Down and An- 
trim ; and on the 10th of May 1795, representatiyes 
from seventy-two of these associations met at Belfast, 
and framed that extensive system of committees . 
which renda-ed their plan so remarkable and so in^ 

* Mac NtTea*s Piecei of Irish History, |^. 76. 
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genious, and ytindx best suited tlieir rising im-r 
portance.* / 

Arrests for ^^^ month 6f Septeii&ber in the foUowin;^ year 

son, &c. (1796) ; was distinguished by the number of larrests 
$vhich took place in this town for high, treason. 
On the appearanoe of the Fr^ich .fleet off Bantry 
bay in January 1797, the. greater part of the inha- 
bitants of Belfast, agreed to arm as yeomen Jn de- 
fence of their country, though/many refused to co- 
operate in such proceedings wiChout first obtaining 
some satisfaction oil those politieal points foe which 
they continued both openly and le^etly to contend. 
Arrests, prosecutions, and seizures, of arms proceedr 
ed with thQ utmost vigour. Puring these distur- 
bances some Orange and Masonic lodges belonging 
to, or coouected with Belfast, took an opportunity 
of disclaiming all connection with . rebellious and 
traitorous associations, and to publish their deter- 
mination of upholding the reigning King and coq-j 
{iitution. 

Mariiaiiaw '^ May 1798, martial law was proclaimed in the 
principal streets of this town, and fom* companies of 
yeomanry, which had been formed here, commeii- 
ced regular duty, the activity of the government and 
others increasing with the more certain tokens of the 
approaching insurrection. The brafts fieijd -pieces 

* Mac NeTen*s Pieces of Irish History^ p. 101* 
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ifAieh had bdoii^ed to the Tolimteers ifrere deliver- 
ed to Creneral Nugent^ except ane ivhich was shorts 
ly after recovered from, the rebels when defeated at 
Antrim. On ' intelligence that the insurgents had 
assembled in great force near Larne, every effort 
was made by the proper authorities to frustrate their 
intentions of opening a communication with their 
disaflfected associates in Belfast. Sentinels were 
placed at the difierent outlets from the town, with 
rigid injunctions to permit nd persons to pass, ex-^ 
cept those coming to and from market. 'A number 
of the inhabitants were formed at the same time 
into a supplementary cprps of yeomanry. When ^^J/*"^ 
the rebellion broke out in the county of Down, Filfi'thii 
maiiy persons fled hither for security from different 
parts of the country ; but several of them, fearing 
greater danger than the appearance of affairs really 
warranted, sailed from this port for England or 
Scotland. Whale the troops were engaged with ther 
rebels at Ballyns^ndi on the 12th and 13th of June 
1798, the shops in this town were shut-, and their 
ciccupantS' comnStanded to remain quiet in their 
houses."" The '.'cannonading was distinctly* heard 
here during^ the conflict ; and after the rout of the 
instargents in that quarter ^ the Belfast troop of yeo^ . 
men cavalry published a declaration of loyalty, many 
of the inhabitants, also who were unable to undergo 
military service seconding their exertions by liberal 
pecuniary contributions. 



town. 



Digitized 



by Google 



Number Ql' 



64 

ote^aucHty On tiie tuKKaff of the Freacih at Kfllala. ia tte 

on the part cMT ^ 

^e yeouuu^ ^^^ ^ AttiTU^, tlw yeotHaQFy of this town emto&i 
great alacrity and readiaets in entering again on 
pennanent dnty^ the fwrrioiui diepenimi of Ike re- 
bels in tlHs neigUbaurhood hating allowed then to 
remit some of their strict ditfcijdine. Vast nam 
bera of prisnacra conttnnad to be brought in. Moat 
of these were discharged; some sent on board 
a tender in the longb^ which conveyed them to 
Fort Ge^nrge, in Scotland ; but those whooa gwli 
appeared mo9t manifest snffered the ponislnnent of 
their rebellion* Tb^e were serea persons execnted 
in this town. The last exoeuiion i0ok place on the 
17th of May, 1799, soon after whidi the conrt mar- 
tial was dissolred, and partial tranqniHiiy restored. 
In the same year (October 74h,} the Marqais C wn* 
wallis arriYed in Belfast, and was presented by the 
ftOYereign andbargesaea with an address in fMonr 
of the uni<m, a measure at that time under diaoaa* 
sion in pai-Kament, and whidi had already been ap« 
proTed of in a declaration of fifteen hundred noble^ 
men, gentlemen, and>fipeehold«:B, belonging to this 
comity » Feraons suspected of mal^practtces^ how* 
ever, still continued to be arrested even in the 
year 1800, and the frequent murders which wesa 
perpetrated about the same time in diffi^rent parta of 
the country afforded melancholy proofs of the e^ 
consequences of precipitate and unsuccessful rebdU 
lion. The rash attempt, in 180S, to renew suchea- 
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lamitiesy though it is thought to have had some secret 
abettors in this town, had likewise many firm op-^ 
posers. At a large meetiag of the inhabitants, the 
greatest detestation was expressed at this interrup- 
tion to the recoTering : peace of the kingdom, and 
two volunteer corps were speedily raised to. assist if 
necessary in its suppression. 

The liistory of the town since that period is near- 
ly deT(»d of events which require to be recorded.^ 
This however arises, iii some respects, ds much from 
the recentness of their occurrence as from any want 
of intrinsic importance, to which they will one 
day seem more entitled than at present. It will 
be sufficient to observe that the spirit of political 
fllUpition which has so long distinguished the town 
of Belfast, and of which so many examples have 
been adduced, has by no means evaporated, and 
that the inhabitants in general appear careful to 
maintain this character on every occasion wliich calls 
for its display. Their opportunities, it is true, are 
less frequent or less regarded than in the exalted 
time's when all were armed and patriotic volunteers ; 

* It may not be unnecessaty to observe, that on the 12th of July 
1813, a very unfortunate party riot took place here, in which t%vo 
persons were shot by the Orangemen in North Street, and some others 
wounded on both sides. The criminals were tried, and punished 
by imprisonment at the ensuing assizes. Previous to this affair the 
return of this anniversary bad always been marked by sery serious 
disturbances, but no great disorder has since occurred. 
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but they are still so mucli valued as to have obtained 
tor Belfast the name of themost independent and pab - 
Jic spirited town in the kingdom. The remarkaUe 
^a of its history however has perhaps passed. There 
will not be revealed to Irish posterity mote curious 
9r more ii^structive information than will be found ' 
in the annals of Belfast for the latter half of the 
eighteenth century ; and though the experience of 
two or three hundred years may diminish thdr no* 
velty, it will but increase the wonder at events which 
the herald of an%uity must long aad faithfully 
coounemorate. 
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FORMER STATE, Sm;. 



OF TSE 



TOWN OF BEIJPAST. 



XHpUGH theprecodingbistory miglit be gufficient 
(^Hbw Bome light on the early state of thig iovnkf 
iPi^qaally necessary and important to aac^ain 
nith more precision its sise or population in former 
times, and to describe its progresi^fromaninsig^nifi-i 
cant and a late origin to its present prosperous situa- 
tion. From the oldest notice of a decisire kind which 
can be discoTered relative to these particulars, it 
may justly be inferred, that before the time of its 
disposal to lord deputy Chichester, the toWn of 
Belfast was as limited in magnitude as it was rude 
in its buildings* But the establishment of an opulent 
and powerful family concurring with its eleyation to 
municipal authority, the appearance of the town no 
doubt improved with that of the castle. Till the re- i^^d^ « 
bellion of 1641, however, and for a considerable town^wT 
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carriSfer ^^^^ ^^^^ ^'^^^ pcriod, Belfast was always coiisidere4 
*^ ^ small garrison town dependant on Carrickfergus, 

and the earliest plan frpm which its size can be de- 
termined appears to have been take^i ^bout 1660, or 
perhaps some years later. In this map there are 
only five finished streets, besides several others iiir 
complete. On a first viev? of it, the town might 
seem fortified, and surrounded with walls. It has 

j^ccouptofits ' 

?wd*^ *° been found, however, that it was ©ever waHed, but 
merely encompassed by a deep ditch and earthen 
r£impart, of the former of which some parts were 
visible a very few year^ ago. At the junction of 
Hercules Street, North Street, and John Street, 
there was an entrance into the town called the 
North Gate, a name which was retained till 
these, forty years. The rampart ran hen 
straight line to Chapel Lane, where stood the*^Ry 
other outlet froin the town denominated flie Mil! 
Gate, part of t\xe. walls and arch of which ranain- 
ed within the memory of many persons now living. 
From this the rampart proceeded to the north west 
angle of the Wliite Linen Hall, where there was a 
regular bastipn, thence towards Arthur Street, 
wh^e ^ siipilar Qutwork was raised, both of which 
are marked in the annexed plan . Between them the 
fortificp.tion was complete, and continued so until 
the opening of Donegall Place and erectiun of the 
l^inen Hall about the year 1784 ; many trees, also, 
>Ybich had been planted on the rampart soon afte^ 
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the Revolution, and which at this period had tiU 
tain^ a gr^t size, sharing the same fate. The in- 
trendhment (secured, ho^erer, as appears by the 
plan, with..one additional bulwark) then passed to 
the sea, terminating qear the place which is now 
palled May*9 Dock, and where the Blackstaff ri^er 
formerly disdbiarged itself, the present bed of that 
stream from the Paper Mill to the Lagan being An 
artificial cut.* la the opposite direction from 
the North Qate, the rampart ran for a short 
distance nearly parallel ynih John Street, but 
soon deviated from this course to Donegall Street, 
^d Talbot Street, tmrning finally to the north 
east near Mary Street, where it again ended in 
the sea. This is the account which has been 
r^fered from the old inhabitants of the town, 
and the slight disagreement which it offers from the 
plan may be satisfactorily reconciled, by consider- 
ing that various alterations may have taken place 
since the time of its original formation. The fosse 
was deep, and from the vestiges which lately re- 
inained, appears to have been fift^n or twenty feet 
in breadth. The rampart was of great solidity, 
and faced, agreeably to some accounts, with stone. 
The gates also were high and strong, and fur- 
nished, according to an assessment laid on the town 

• This improvement wm made aliout the be^^nning of the hst 
cfntury by Arthur, third f:arl of Donegal!, prin^ipaHy wiM> the be- 
nevolent intention of affording employment and the means of support 
to the. working classes of the place, afflicted at the time with a grea^ 
dearth o£ pruvibioas, which cooiinucd for several years. 
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in 1644, with cmipetent draw^bridgen and iron 
Extent of the works. FfoiD a flcalc attadied to flua plAn the ex- 
tent of the rampart may be detennineil* It wai» 
1690 yards, or nearly one mile in circQit. That part 
of the town next the Lagan, which did not require 
any artificial defence, comprised in length more than 
half that distance, making the whole cirevniferenee 
of Belfast in its warlike state upwards of a mile 
and a half Irish. From the Records, it would ap- 
pear that the rampart was first constrnctod as a 
protection against the Irish in 1641. 

^Mpntt We find from this plan that the oldest parts of 
the town are High Street, which was n6t then 
completed ; Bridge Street, east side of Cotn Mar- 
ket and William Street South, Skipper S^^, 
Chordi Lane, and a portion of Waring Street ; 
one side of Rosemary Street, parts of Hercules 
Street, Castle Street, Ann Street, Poultrjf Square, 
and North Street firom the Exchange to John Street.. 
None of these however at present contain the oldest 
bouses, and many of what are at this daf the most 
populous parts of the town were not then in exist- 
ence. So great and so rapid has been the change, 
that it might be even impossible to discover the place 
to which the following presentment of the Grand 
Jury of the county of Antrim for 1719 refers, a date 
posterior probably by fifty years to the plan now 
under consideration. "Wee present that Sam 
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Smith Marcht. in Belfast shall take iB and fill up 
fliat wast ground betwixt his Malt-house and Fet- 
ters -lull rangeing with y* front ditch of Mr James 
Arhuckle's fields and houses thereon buiK and 
to pare the same in three years it bdng' a pre- 
cipice and Newsance to trade the Butchers keeping 
fheir BuUioekB there to the gf^at abuse of tbe Hids/* 

Thb streets in tiie old mm are divided into te- B^eadtii of 

V the streeto in 

nements, bwt^ do not appear to correspond in ^*^°^**p^ 
breadth with their present condition. Skipper 
Street is represented broader than Bridge Street, 
and Rosemary Street broader than North Street or 
Ann Street) the contrary being at present the 
case in all these instances. This, boweyer, is 
peri|i|»s an inaceuracy in tiie plan, as these streets 
most probably still u^nain of the same breadth at 
which they were originally laid down. The stream 
also which runs through the centre of High Street 
was at that time uncovered, and continued so tfll 
about sixty years since, when there were many old 
trees growii^ on its bonks. In 16i3, it was ordered 
that eyery person should build np as much of the 
riyer of Bdfast as fironted his dwelUng, with 
brick, or stone and lime, such height above the 
pavement as part of the said river wall is ah'eady 
made. This, however, could not always prevent 
the inconvenience attending it. By the plan, ihe ^""^l^^^^s^ 
rivulet is crossed by five bridges : the first, opposite 
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Skipper Street ; the second, midway betw^n Skip- 
per Street and Bridge Street ; the third, at the ter- 
mination of Bridge Street ; the fourth, nearly in 
front of what is now called Wine Cellar Entry ; 
and the fifth at Corn Market. 

TheCastie. The most conspicuous public building in this 
plan is the Castle, the site of which now chiefly con- 
sists of a market for fish and vegetables. There is 
not the least remnant of this building noW remain- 
ing ; but after having been granted to the Donegall 
family it became one of their principal places of re- 
sidence, great pains being taken to improve arid 
beautify it. An English tourist, who travelleil 
through part of Ireland in 1635, calls it " a dainty 
stately palace, the beauty and glory of the tdirn," 
and farther describes it as surrounded with fine gar- 
dens, and orchards reaching to the lough, or rather 
to the Lagan, which was not then confined in so 
narrow a bed as it is at present. These gardens oc- 
cupied the ground on which the Linen Hall is built, 
together with Donegall Place, and several of the 
other streets in that direction. The Castle and its 
appurtenances were all within flie rampart, and en- 
closed in a second fortification, as it is mentioned 
by another tourist in 1708, as designed for a place 
of strength as Well as pleasure. In this same year 
(1708) it was almost entirely destroyed by fire, 
and has not since been rebuilt. The small part. 
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boweYCTy which escaped the conflagration was af- 
terwards inhabited, and it is oiUy a few years since 
the r^qaaining walls were r^noved, when they were 
found to be eight feet in thickness. 

The old Church is likewise marked in this plan, 
and placed exa^ctjy in the same situation as the 
present Chapel of Ease. This building, according 
to tradition^ was converted from its sacred use by 
ihe parliamentarians in 1649, either into a fortress 
to commajid the town gr into a magazine for thdr 
arms. It has been impossible to discover the time 
when it was erected. From the testimony of those 
who recollect this churdi, it is described as having 
been nearly square^ without any external oi^nament, 
and principally built of Inrick. 

This plan, whidi is to be found in Rapines His- 
tory of England, contains one very singular mis- 
take, the placing of a bridge across the Lagan be- 
lore the present structure was erected. With the 
exception of this, its bearings in every other re- 
spect are nearly correct. It is impossible to account 
in a satisfactory manner for such an error. There 
is a tradition that the ford, by which the river was 
formerly passed, commenced near the end of Wa- 
ring Street ; while this bridge is placed in a direc- 
tion very far distant from tMs and even opposite to 
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it. Therd is no positive account to warraat die be- 
lief that any fonner building of this kind existed 
' here, except a tradition that the Lagan was at one 
time crossed by a temporary causeway of stones, 
which was, however, by no means worthy of the 
name of a bridge/ It is still more remarkable, how- 
ever, that in a different edition of Rapin's. His- 
tory, the error is "repeated, and instead of the 
straight Kne across the river which the form^ 
draught exhibits, the bridge appears complete, the 
arches regular and finished. This latter plan has 
probably been taken near the time of the Revolu- 
tion, though the superficial appearance of each is 
nearly similar. There is in it, however, another 
street or lane leading from North Street, with the 
addition of several roads or cross ways, both within 
and without the rampart. The river also which 
flows through High Street was furnished at this 
time with six bridges. 

Very poor » TiLL withiu the last sixty years the houses in ties 
^£^^ *^^° ^^^^ ^' ^ ^^y ™®^» description. There is a 
"^ ^^^ certain account that in 1720 all the houses in Bridge- 
Street were thatched with straw, andihey probably 
remained so till a much later period. So early as 
the year 1638^ it is recorded Aat nalt kilns in the 
body of the town were so dangerous that they might 
x^ccasion its entire destruction by fire, a truth which 
daily accidents had renda>ed sufiiciently convincing. 
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From this ilifofmatioa it is almost reasonable to 
in^er, tliat wood has been" the principal material 
with vfhiiAk all the buildings at that time were con- 
structed. In 1667, it haying been found that the 
town had suffered much by fire from the universal 
use of wooden chimnies, it was ordered by the cor- 
poration that ail such should be taken down. It 
appears also, that iu 1686^ the inhabitants were 
obliged to furnish, among other articles to prevent 
flames from spreading, two poles with hooks and 
chains for the purppse of pulling down houses on 
«uch emergencies, 

The former state of the town is farther denoted curimiino. 

tices tnm th« 

by many curious but detached regulations in the JScSi^ 
Records of the corpora]tion. In 1660, it being con- 
sidered perhaps derogatory to the honour of the 
borough, the sovereign of Belfast was prohibited 
^om selling by retail any ale, wine, or aqua vitae. 
In 1665, it was ordered that no inn keeper, ale sel- 
ler, or victualler, should suffer any person, unless 
a lodger, to drink or play at any game what- 
soever after the hour of nine at night. The year 
1676 furnishes us with a more striking and arl|i^ 
trary law, when it was decreed that no stranger 
or alien should put to sale, either in puhlic or pri- 
vate, any bread except on the market day, and 
then only from nine o'clock in the mqming till three 
in the af(emoon, A notable edict also occurs in 
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1674. Complaints having been made diaitlie Man- 
try people stuflfed out tVeir saeks witfei long tnrf ^ no 
ihat tbey did not contain the proper quantity, it 
was ordered by the corporation that each sack 
shottld hold the Bourdeanx hogshead nieasnr^ of 
seventy gallons, or be forfdted to the poor of the 
town ; and to prevent the posribiUty of frand on 
the pretext of ignorance, it vras at the same time 
enacted, that. four hogshead? of fuU BpurdeiMix 
gauge should be lodged in different parts of the 
town, and discreet nersons appointed to see the law 
put in force. ^ more tragical business was dis- 
cussed in the year 1678. It having been representr; 
ed that the '^ mastive dogs^' belonging to the but- 
chers and tanners had attacked and killed cows, 
horses, as well as other -cattle, in the streets and 
fields ; that they were also so oiitragequs' as Un 
have seized both men and boys, tearing them, and 
devouring their flesh, whereby the whole town was 
put into imminent dapg^r and confusion, an ordec 
^was issued by tlie corporation that &U such, if not 
sufficiehtly muzzled, or otherwise secured,, be de- 
stroyed, and their owners fined ^nd imprisoned. 
In 1681, from the remonstfanc^es of the inhabits^nt^ 
concerning the unfairness of granting to the sovereign 
as had been agreed to, in 1667, the amount of some 
petty exactions which it had been customary to levy, 
a resolution was made that the law fpr that purpose 
should be rescinded, and the funds so raiaed applied 
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to tbe general advMilage of tke corporatkiii, tiiovg^ 
wiUi tlik fvovi»Oy that scpie portiw niglit still be 
allowed to the soyemgn oa ftt oeca^ic^nd towardii 
^^ bis liospltBlIstie and hons^ keqping.'* By an act 
of aaaembly dat^Bd 1667, tl^ie free batebeni of th^ town 
were conunaiided to' deliver totke ftOTerei^, *^ on 
accoont of ancient cufttc^e/^ die tongnea of all cat- 
tle killed within the borough, and those who were 
not m«niber$ dT the corporation fcmr ]^nce in mo- 
ney as an eqaivalent for ea^h tongue ; a ^m to be 
exacted fqr non-cpmplianoe. In 1685, a still mofe 
singular toll Was paid ; t^fo turf out of eyery sack 
which came to market. In 1704, at the Ballymena 
Quarter SeMions, it was ordered that all mutton 
exposed for sale in Belfast be taken up, if the skin 
be not ffttached, with the proper marks for inspec- 
tion. 

It id en^rely applicable to the preseifit subjjfict, Ac^ruy toc 
and extremely curious in itself^ to collect any facts , jj^^J 
relattTO to the wages which were paid to work- 
men for their lajiour, and the prices of "commo? 
ditiefi, in remote times. The e{;,rliest information 
Whic}^ ^8 been procured respecting tl^e former is 
from thp old Gr^nd Jury Book of ihe county, and 
the presentment on this subject, which was made in 
the year 1713, has at least as direct an allusion 
to Belfast as to any other place. It is to the fol- 
lowing effect : ** Whereas by experience it is found. 



Digitized 



by Google 



78 

^at the blesttng of pkoty dotk in tiiis Couftiy^ 
Qccasioa Idtenem and * nradk raise y* demands aad 
wages of worlmien and LabourarstoExtraTaganey ; 
therefore in Consideracion of tlie ]^:esent Scarcity* 
of money, rre Doe present the se^erall justioes of 
the foUowing rates for treadsmen and Labourers,- 
to be sufficient for thrir several! days work, untill 
Mich" next, Yis. to Carpenters, BrtcklearSyraeasons, 
Plaisterers, and gldters, hareing; their meat nlner 
pence erery day, or one SMll without, attthe Elec-* 
tion of the Impkiyei^ ; to eTery day Labourer 8^^ 
hayeing their meat, and 5^ without, att the choice^ 
affores^ ; to Taylcn with meat 4S and to GJeazers 
9% i^jth meaty and to Shoemakers with meat A^t^^ 

prioM of '^^^ JHriees pf goods ba^ experienced an equal 

^&tui - augmentation. In 1698, beef was sold at fourteen 
shillings per barrel, rather a dubious mode of rec- 
koning. From the Talue of some other articlefi at 
the same period, it 4<>es not appear thai any great 
increase took phce from 1698 to 17^2, when we 
have a regular list of th^ current rat^s of different 
commodities, in some few instances bearing nearly 
the same prices as at present, but more frequently a 
half, a third, or even a fourth, less. Shrub and 
brandy were e^tch six shillings per gallon ; rum and 
gin, four shillings and six pence; whiskey, three 
shillings. Butter was twenty seven shillings ; Eng- 
lish cheese, thirty shillings ; salt, two shillings and 
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two pence ; wheat, neitet ahiUings ; English barley 
four shiUings ; and Irish, three shillings p^ cwt. 
•Scotch coda also are rated in 1752 at fonrteen shil- 
lings per ton, En^sh only at thirteen, and rough 
tallow at three shillings p4»r stoQe. 

' One of the most necessary fiicts which can be in- SSeVoSS^ 
troduced, in ex]^ainiag the ancient state of Belfast, ^e meeting 
-is to shew the impertance which was once attached ^[^^"^ 
to the decrees of the cokporation, as well as the 
I ceremony which. accompanied all their proceedings 
and deliberations. The sonrareign and burgesses 
i A^^bled regularly with due dignity in the thokel, 
' V^RKwn hojiie, to make laws for the goTcmiiQent of 
theborouguT. The commonalty were represented by 
L ^ jnry ; the freemen were possessed of various 
I priyileges, and divided into bodies according to 
their redpectiTc trades. Fees were paid for admis- 
sion to the freedom of the town, and the most aub- 
I .missive obedience required to the commands or re- 
■ gulations of the assembly. As illustrative of thrir 
I authority, there is a notice in 1660, that every free 

^ burgess, and free commoner, should, ^^ for the ere- 
N dit, and grace of the corporation," be ready under 
a heavy penalty to accompany the sovereign eithar 
on horse or foot, to meet and attend any nobleman, 
judge of assize, or other stated person. In 1673, a 
petition of the free taylors to the sovereign and 
burgesses, represents, that the petitioners contribute 



i 



Digitized 



:ed by Google 



80 

their share of taxes and Qth^ dues to the adtaBtage 
of the town, yet, notwithstanding the good and 
wholesome laws now established by the common 
council for the aoicouragement of freemen, ^' a nu- 
moirous sort of idyll Tagab<md taylors daily resort 
. hither, reapeing the Benefitte of the said Towne 
out of your Pettitioners mouthes, |iot soe much as 
paying one farthing to any public diarge." The 
interlopers, upon this, were <^dered io withdraw. 
Great importanee also was formerly observed in 
the creation of freemen, and the freedom of the 
borough as a mark <^ respect was often presented to 
indiyidttals of distinguished rank. There ai:e J||^^ 
bably inhabitants still living who have^een aclffi^ 
•ted to these privil^es. Every custom of die kind 
Nofireemen howcver is uow extittct and unknown. Tfa^re is 

or guilds 

%S^^ BO town house at present in Belfast ; there are no 
freanen or guilds of trades. The Lord of the 
^ Castleis merely a nominal title, and the office of Con- 
sitable, as far at least as to any duty which it imposes, 
has also long been .obsolete. Neither is &&re any 
more than external formality in the election of buk*- 
gesses or members of parliain^it, there beingat pre- 
isent among the former two vacancies, besidies the 
non -residence of sevaral otibers who are in no man- ^^ 
ner connected with the genial business and welfare 
of the town. 
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It appears from the Records, ihat sessions were fSi^o^ 

merly held 

formerly held in Belfast ; and that about the year here. 
1640y the assizes for the county of Antrim were also 
estaldidhed here for a short iitae. 



As connected with the early state of this town, JS^aSpir-- 
an ficcount mu^t be gifen of the tokens formerly to? 
issued by persons in trade, and which w^e for ^ 
conidd^rable length of time the'^nly small money in 
circulation both in Great Britain and Ireland. The 
oldest which belongs to Belfast, was struck in 
^ i<37, by George Martin.* A moffie general coin- 
.y ^^Diowever took place in the time of the Commoh- 
( ^MBlh by George Macartney, John Steward, Alex- 
ander Sinklar, William Moore, and several others. 
They are all dated 1656-^7, marked with the initials 
\ HT^h^ issuer, and have most, frequently, for a de- 
' vice, a ship or bell. * These tokens are all execut- 
ed with great skill and neatne8s,t except that of 

* This coin is exactly represented in tbe plate, ttn^ though in ex*< 
cellent presenrationt it ia impossible to ascertain wbethec the date be 
1637, or 1657. As no other tokens appear to have been struck at 
the former period, and aa great numbers were issued al tbe latter, 
the date fixed on above may be a mistake. It is equally probable, 
however* that 1637 may be correct, Martin having been admitted a 
free stapler of tbe corporation that year. He was, perhaps, the same 
peiaoa who waa sovereign in 1649, when Cromwell's troops entered 
tbe town. Having refused, on this occasion, to billet the soldiers, 
alleging that it was contrary to his oath, his property was given up 
^^^to plunder. 

^^^ f They are very difierent in Ibis respect from some struck in the 
. neighbouring towns, particularly one of 1 G56f belufiging to Ltsnc- 

■ff garvie, or Lisburn, which is of the most rude and clumsy execution 
^^^ that can be well imagined. 
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John Bufili) which is extremely rude and struck on 
a French coin of Louis XIII. 

There appear to. have been none made from this 
time until 1670, when a great number were coined. 
They bear, on one side, the name and arms of the 
owner ; on the other, his crest or initials, with I, 
for ond penny. Many similar tokens were issued 
about the same time from other places, as Canick* 
fergus, Antrim, Lisbam, Glenarm, Brougfashane, 
and even Holy wood . Several of these are impress - 
ed with a large figure 4, to signify, it has been ^ 
thought, that the coiner dealt in commodities &Bk * 
•the four quarters of the globe.* ^^^ 



On the rejection of Wood-s famous copper money, 
many persons in the north of Ireland, about t% 
year 1735, resumed the plan of coining tokens. 
Several were struck in Belfast at this time, of which 
there are specimens in the annexed plate. They 
differ, both in size and shape, from the old tokens, 
being considerably larger, and passing, with theex* 
ception of one, for two pence. They have on <Hie 
side, '^ I promise to pay the Bearer Two pence ;'** 
then the coiner^s name, after which follows, " Bel- 
fast 1735." The reverse presents a device, with 
some appropriate inscription ; as a dove flying with 



* It will be obaenrad by the plate, that the only Belfast token 
marked in tbii manner ii that of George Martin. 
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an oIiTe brandi, and the motto^ ''good tidings/^ 
On another, the words ''hold fast/* surmounted by 
a grim, lion -like visage, fully as expressive as the 
motto itself. There jbav^ been seyeral other pieces 
of this description circulated here in 1735, and 
though halfpence were shortly after coined by George 
II. these tokens must have continued long in use, 
as man^ old persons yet recpUect them passing, 
though with most people the iremembrance is only 
preserved in that common phrase, " not worth a 
two penny ticket/' 

^HERE are materials by which this subject might 
be extended to a much gtefiA^ lengiii, but however 
curious they might appeat to the inhabitants of the 
town, they are to9 strictly local to be generally iif- 
teresting. It may, indeed, be said^ that no informa- 
tion which foIP'tes to so great and important a place 
as Belfast should be considered altogether unwor- 
thy of notice, but it is presumed, that the space 
which might have been allotted to this part of the 
work, will be much more profitably occupied in 
illustrating the present state of the town, and in 
detailing the history and progress of its different 
establishments, than by giving minute accounts of 
the revolutions in property, or the rise and down- 
fal of families. 
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OF TBE 



TOWN OF BEUFAST, 



fidfiutflt XhE town of BdfaBt at present must certainly' 

present the 

t^dtoiwiin rank the third in Ireland, for the extent of its coa^-r, 
merce and manufactures, as well as for the wealth of 
its inhabitant?. It might in several r^pects bold ^ 
$iill higher place. Great part of the productions of 
the ndghbouiing counties is here consume or ship- 
ped, this town being considered the chief emppri^m 
of the north of Ireland for every article, either of 
foreign or domestic produqe, and in some branches 
pf manufacture it i» superior both to Cork andthp 
metropolis, 

l^nm^, Belfast is generally described as being a very 
handsome town. The houses, however, are ex- 
tremely irregular in their height, which may relieve 
in some cases the unpleasing effects of too great 
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uiiifoniiiiy,:biit wbidi Iwtre freqtuently ereatea a 
crouded and dissgceeaUe appcwaoee* They are oK 
biiilt' ;Qf . brick, and thougb tiiere are ^tUl a few 
thstched hoiuieQ in Hosa^ of tbet ddisp: parts of. tb&: 
town, their mpmber: is gradually diminisliiiig. Tho 
pubHe bwUin^, ib6ugh aa y^t not Tery num^ouB 
or superb, have considerably increased within these 
few years. All tl$e streets are fuTiiished with foot- 
ways, and tboogh most of them are sufficiently .spa-? 
cions, ^re are (gfeYeral of ^the .^rst importmioe dan« 
gerously narrow. Their .niimber in the year 1808, 
was one hundred and fourteen ; at pres^it, reckon*-, 
lag streets^ lanes, fi^uares^ entiies, courts, and 
<pay^,tb€^' amount to one hundred, and fifty. Higl{ 
Street is the oldest, and though less populons thai|* 
some of the others, must be considered, fromit«r 
greater breadth, and its contiguity to the quays, as 
well as from the fine shops with which it.is entirely 
filled, &e n^ost important ai^ ^ttractiye. It is yet 
only a very few years since. the pedlars assembled 
here to sell their wares, as they do at present in the 
street of many a country town. Frqm the lowness 
of its situation, a distant view of this town, thougi| 
extensive, is iodistinct^and gloomy : so that it gains 
eondiderably on a near approach. The streets are 
dean, the houses in many eases very fine, and its 
entire appearance indicating great bustle and acr 
tivity. 
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The pro^Bi^ of population has been extremely 
I'apid. There is no very early account preserred of 
tiie number of inhabitants in this town ; but so lately 
Its the year 1757^ it contained only 1779 houses^ and 
8349 people. In 1782, these had increased to 2026 
houses, 'and 18,105 persons. For the nine years 
which succeeded that time, the increase continued 
to be equally rapid, as the population had risen in 
1791, to 18^320. In 1816, the town contained 
5,578 houses^ and 30,720 inhabitants i In all these 
statements it is to be understood^ that Ballymacar- 
rett, a populous and extensive suburb, though it 
must strictly be considered a part of Belfast, being, 
only separated from the rest of the town by the La- 
gan river, is not included, being in a different pa- 
rish and county. * 

The striking increase, in size arid population^ 
which the preceding statement presents, may be fully 
corroborated by the recollection of the old inhabi- 
tantsi They look in tain for the hattnts of their 
youth^ and at last discover that the places which had 
peacefully submitted, in their early years, to the 
spade or the ploughshare, are now covered with 
streets and habitations. There are no good houses 
iu. Belfast of more than sixty years standing, and 
except, perhaps, two, no public building which has 

* The return of the present population was not made whad these 
sheets were pat to press, but as it will probably be finished before 
tbe work is ready for publication, it will be inserted in the Appendix* 
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not beeii erected ivithin the memory of persons liv- 

Oovemmenif S^c. qf the Town. 
The goTemment of the town is vested by char- Thesore^ 

retgn. 

ter in the Lord and Constable of the Castle, the so- 
vereign, and burgesses. The principal duty has 
now deyolyed upon the sovereign, who holds a 
court for the trial of petty offences, and who is em* 
powered to make diflSsrent regulations for the admi- 
nistration of public affairs. His authority for re- 
gulating theniarkets, weights, and some other mat- 
ters of a minor description, is also recognized with- 
in the borough. 

The police establishment, however, is more im* iiienDiice 
mediately and actively concerned in the government 
of the town. It consists of a presiding chief ma^ 
gistrate, and constables, besides watchmen, who 
are appointed to guard the town at night. AU 
these are in regular attendance for the disco- 
very of offenders, and for their committal to gaol 
or the house of correction. Whether it be a proof 
of the advantages of this establishment, or of a de- 
pravity among the lower orders in Belfast, it is a 
fact which merits observation, that of all thd pri- 
soners who are tried at the assizes for the county. 
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more than the half are usually transmitted from this 
office. 

en'SSd'cSm. ^^^ regulations, however, respeotiiig the paving, 



mittee. 



lighting and cleaning the streets ; and^evory other 
circumstance condudve to the health or comfort of 
the inhabitants, a^ under the gorernment or*super- 
intendance of the police commissioners and com- 
mittee, mha are vested with such authority by act 
of parliament. The commissioners are twelve in 
number, elected for life by those inhabitants who 
pay four pounds or more of annual police tax ; and 
they at present perform that office, and make those 
laws intrusted in formSer times to the discretion of 
the burgesses, who are also, however, by the act, 
commissioners of police. The committee are chosen 
annually, and valuators are also appointed to assess 
the inhabitants in proportion to the yearly value of 
their houses or tenements for the support of the 
police establishment in all its departments. 

Another board of commissioners is likewise 
authorizeil by law to regulate the supply of water 
to the town, which is conveyed through the streets 
principally by metal pipes. 

v^Si^^ The importance to which these several institu- 
tions have now risen, makes it necessary and cu- 
rious to collect any facts relative to their early 
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state. When preparations, which will probably 
so<m be completed, are making ^o light this town 
with gas, the following notice cannot but appear 
extremely interesting. In 1686, it was ordered, at 
a meeting of the corporation, that from the 2^h of 
September to the 25th of March, except in moon- 
light, to prevent the danger of walking the streets, 
that each inhabitant should hang out from his door 
or window a lanthorn with a candle for three hours, 
beginning at seven in the evening. In 1769, the 
sovereign and burgesses petitioned parliament for 
assistance to light the town with lamps, a measure 
which appears to have been soon after carried into 
effect. 

In 1678, the first regular supply of water was 
brought to the town by George Macartney, from the 
upper or tuck mill dam. He conveyed it through 
wdoden pipes, and made three several conduits in 
the streets for the convenience of the inhabitants. 

Trade ^ ^c^ of the Town. 

Thb increasing trad^ of Belfast since the Revo- 
lution has been the principal cause of its improve- 
ment in every other respect. The amount of the 
customs at different periods will shew, in a concise 
and distinct manner, the rapidity of its progress, as 

M 
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weQ as its present commercial importance. In 1690, 
the customs had risen to twenty thousand pounds 
per annum ; last year, (1831) they amounted to 
^•386,710,* and the excise to .£220,000. 

cmnmeitiai Of the seYcral establishments connected Trith the 

iktinga 

trade of BelBast, the Cq^mmercial Buildings, situated 
m Waring Street and Bridge Street, opposite the 
Exchange, and near the centre of the town, require 
to be first described. These buildings, which liaTe 
been but a very short time finished, are cluefly com- 
posed of strong and substantial granite, and are 
adorned in front with eight Ionic pillars of the same 
material, supported on a broad cornice aboYe the 
windows of the first story. One of the principal 
apartments is occupied as a news-room ; another, of 
equal dimensions, is intended to be used as an as- 
sembly room. ' There are also numerous offices for 
merchants or others, who wish for a public and central 
situation. The side next Bridge Street consists of 
shops, and it is proposed that an hotel on the most 
extensiTe scale shall also be commenced. An area 
in the interior, and a piazza, supported with metal 
pillars, are appropriated to the use of the merchants, 
who assemble here on change days to transact their 
business ; and to them these buildings, which were 
for a considerable time in contemplation, are entire- 

* For a regular account of the customs, &c. at different periodic 
«€• the appendix. 
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ly indebted for their origin. Upivards of ^20,000 
have beea contributed in shares of ^^lOO each, and 
the proprietors are now formed into a corporate bo- 
dy by act of parliament. Their remuneration con- 
sists of the subscriptions to tiie news-room, the rents 
of the differeiit shops and offices, and the superior 
accommodatious for mercantile afl^rs which the 
place affords* 

In connection with the former establishment, is the chamber of 

V - ' Commerce.; 

Chamber of Commerce, first instituted in the year 
1800* Its principal duties are understood to be the 
prefaervation of the rights or privileges of the comi- 
memal body, and the collection of documents of 
every description relative to trade* and maQufac-* 
tares, 

Tfip Excliange was founded in the year 17<S9. It juLOuMm, 
is built of brick, partially ornamented in front with 
put stone, and possesses butUttle architectural beau- 
ty. There is a piazza on the ground floor, and 
above it a very elegant and spacious apartment, ge^ 
nerally used either as an assembly-room, for town 
meetings, or for public exhibitions. There is no 
INTopriety whatever in continuing to distinguish this 
building by the name of the Exchange, as it is not 
at present applied to any mercantile purpose. It is 
i| intended, however, that the low^ part of the side 
^ which ironts Donegall Street shall be converted into 
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a Post Office, the place now appropriated to tliat 
use being unworthy of the towp of Belfast bot)i in 
appearance and situation. 



Cuitora 
Hoiue. 



The Custom House is an old, gloomy, and un- 
handsome edifice, situated on HanoTer Quay, close to 
the edge of the water. The building has been enjarged 
at different periods, and is certainly not such as would 
be expected in a town which pays so largely to the 
legislature. It has been reported, however, for 
some time past^ that it is the intention of gOTemment 
to widen and deepen the channel of the riyer^ as 
well as to erect a new and more magnificent Custom 
House. No attempts have yet been made to realize 
these expectations, and it will probably be long be- 
fore they are carried into effect. 



ment of th« 
Oiuiyi,&c 



The establishment of the quays, as 'well as the 
origin and progress of the shipping trade here, must 
be reckoned among the most interesting information 
which the present work affords. The harbour of 
i\m town wa9 formerly called, ^^ the creek of the bo-* 
rough of Belfast.^' This creek was the mouth of 
the small river which runs, as already mentioned^ 
through High Street, and extended from the Lagan 
to the first bridge at Church Lane ; and though the 
lower part only of this stream was used as a quay, 
it was merely deep enough for lighters, the ships 
lying out in the channel. The rivulet, however, 
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'Which was once the only dock in Belfast, presents 
now, like the Lagan, a viery different appearance 
iromits natural state, being coyered in, and confin- 
ed hy embankments to the breadth of a few yards. 
It was found, however, in the year 1675, too small 
for the trade of [the town, and the corporation deter- 
mined to improve it, principally by building a strong 
waU on the south side from the new stone house of 
George Macartney, as far down as the river Lagan 
at low water.^ In 1696, farther alterations were 
projected, and it was agreed that money should be 
levied to make a sufficient sluice at Church Lane 
and Skippers Lane, and ordered at the same time 
that the river should be cleaned, to prevent over- 
flowing, by those bordering on it from Chades 
Bridge to the Mill. The quay was kept in repair by 
assessments of two pence par ton on vessels dis-* 
charging at it, and the same rate on ships with 
freight outwards. Those belonging to freemen paid 
a penny per ton, and such as only plied to Gar- 
moyle ten shillings yearly. These fimds, however, 
were probably insufficient for the purpose, as in 
1709 the quay was so much choked up with mud, 
that even a lighter could , scarcely come up to the 
wharf. An act of parliament therefore was passed 
in that year for improving or completing the work, 
imposing three pence per ton on foreign ships, and 
two pence on those belonging to freemen. But it 

* Corporutioti Records. 
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stiU remaiaed small and inconTeaient till 1730, 
when Isaac Macartney, merchant, built the wall 
Q^^ ' from the mouth of the dock to the Long Bridge, 
thus forming jwbat is now called HanoTw Quay, 
This appears to have been the first attempt to make 
' the river Lagan serviceable in this way, all pre?ious 
improvements haviag been confined to the small 
stream which flows through the town. In 1769, 
the foundation of Chichester Quay was hid, whidi 
was after.wards extended down lime Kiln ]>ock. 

Aix the other quays have been of lata* consftrac* 
tion, and the chief improvements in this respect are 
to be attributed to die exertions of the Battast Cor- 
poration, formed in 1785, and authorized by act of 
parliament to «xact certain sums on registered t<»ii^ 
uage, for the purpose of improving thebarb(Nir, 
making docks, employing pilots, with Tarious odier 
regulations for the general advantage of die mer- 
cantile and shipping interest. Owing to such powers 
and resources, a graving dock, capable of con- 
taimng three vessek of two hundred tons eadi, haa 
been made ; and there is another of much gteater 
extent, comm^iced almost three years since, but «t 
present in an unfinished state. Both these, together 
with the new quays, have been made on ground re- 
claimed from tlie sea. Before the institution of the 
Ballast Corporation there were not more than eight 
or nine feet water at the quay ; at present^ vessels 
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drawing fourteen feet water, and of four hundred 
tons burthen, can discharge their lading* The im*- 
provements within these ten years have been truly 
prodigious, Donegall Quay, which is the finest in 
the town, and one of the principal docks, having 
been almost entirely made in that time. 

Thb increase of the shipping trade of Belfast has shying 
fully kept pace with the improTement in its dodcs. 
It does not appear that the recommendation of Sir 
John Perrot, to establish shipwrights here produced 
any efl^t, as the earliest notice which has been pro- 
cured relative to this subject, is an account of a 
vessel of one hundred and fifty tons burthen, built 
at Belfast in 1636, by the persecuted ministers of the 
Presbyterian church* In 1700, there was laundied 
here the ship ^' Loyal Charles,** of two hundred and 
fifty tons burthen^ built by the merchants of the 
town. These, however, as wdll as a few others of 
the same kind, were rare and remarkable pccurren^ 
ces ; for, previously to the year 1791, there was no uowguUr 
regular ship -yard in Belfast, all die vessels belong- ^^SSw 
ing to the port being made and repaired in England 
or Scotland. From that time there have been built 
here on an average, besides lighters and small craft, 
about^two vessels annually, in general from one hun- 
dred and fifty to two hundred and twenty tons bur- 
then and upwards, numerous workmen being now 
constantly onployed both for the wood and iron 



Digitized 



by Google 



OM Market 

HOUM. 



96 

work of ships. In ttie year 1911, there were twea- 
ty vessels trading exclusively between Belfast and 
England ; at present, there are nearly thirty, prin- 
cipally Liverpool and London traders. There is al- 
so a very fine steam packet for passeng^s regularly 
plying between Belfast and Glasgow; and the 
number of ships of different kinds belonging to the 
port exceeds one hundred. There is very little trade 
carried on at present to the continent, while of the 
sixty *seven small vessek which belonged to Belfast 
in 1682, fifteen traded to France, and only an equal 
number to England. This, however, is undoubt- 
edly the principal port in Ireland for emigration to 
America. Many of those concerned in this trade 
are ownars of the ships, but they are more frequent- 
ly under the management of. brokers. Belfast is 
certainly indebted for much of its wealth and con - 
sequence to the extent of its shipping *trade, which, 
at least for England, has been brought to a very 
great degree of despatch and general excellence. 

As connected with the trade of the town, an accfount 
of the market house and markets must necessarily be 
included. The earliest notice on this head was in 
1664, when it wm represented that the want of a 
proper courthouse or town hall occasioned great loss 
and inconvenience to the inhabitants of this bo- 
rough ; and as George Macartney, then sovereign, 
had obtained permission from the Earl of Donegall 
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that the upper part of the cellars next the mar- 
ket place, to which he had added at his own cost a 
staircasci with other suitable additions, and ortOk^ 
mented with the King^s arms, should be converted 
to this use, the corporation also acceded to the pro- 
posal, and reimbursed the sovereign for the money 
which he had expended^. This was the first re- 
gular town-hall or tholsel, though a temporary place 
had previously been used for that purpose. In 1665, 
the inhabitants of Malone, Falls, Dunmurry, and 
part of the parish of Coole, were, on account of theik* 
contributions towards erecting a court-house and 
market->hou8e here, exempted firom the tolls and 
customs usually paid at the gates of Belfast. This 
market house was situated at the corner of High 
Street, next Corn Market. It was only demolish- 
ed about twelve years ago, its appearance at that 
time being extremely old and ruinous. It had been 
last used as a kind of. teniporary barrack or^uard 
room, a second market-house having been afterwards 
built at the other extremity of Corn Market, which 

* This George Macartney, whose name so frequently occurs In 
every public business connected with the early sUte of the town, .was 
the great grand father of the late Earl Macartney. There were dif- 
Cerent members of this family actively concerned in the advancement 
and prosperity of Belfast ; but the person here alluded to was the first 
who arrived at this place. He was a captain of horse, and settled 
herein the year 1649. He held severe! important situations, and 
died in this town shortly after the Revolution. 

The ancestor of the Northland family also was a merchant in Bel- 
fast, in the reign of William III. His resignation of his place of 
burgeaa on removing to Dungannoii, signed Thomas Knox, and dat* 
ed 1697p is transcribed in the Records. 
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Situation of was qIbo, liowever, deetroyed some yeftrs siace. X^^ 
So early timi.. g^u^tiou of the old buildfag detemiacd that of the 
niiBu*ket. la 199^^ it was foand that maay persons^ 
aot bred aiei^ants, parchased without the gates 
great quaatidbs of butter, hides, and tallow, to the 
pr^udice of flie free merchants and traders of the 
town, it was cxdered that none of these goods should 
be bcmght or sold elsewhere thaa '^ between the up- 
per Castle gate, Church Lane and Skiper Laipe on 
either side of the riTer, and in Bridge Street, be- 
tween the bridge called the Stone Bridge, and tfa^ 
corners turning down to Broad Street * and Rose- 
mary Lane/' The market fluctuated for a long 
time about these places. It is only a very few years 
since High Street, Corn Market, and Ann Street^ 
were tlife chief marts. Poultry Square was after- 
wards used for t^e same purpose, but now May's 
^1^^ Market, built at the extremity of Chichester Street, 
on ground reclaimed from the sea, is the principal 
place for the sale of butter, meal, eggs, potatoes, 
and yegetables. Most of these articles are also sold 
in several other smaller markets, which are ipuch 
better situated for the convenience of the inha- 
bitants. One of these is in Castle Place, ano- 
ther in William Street South, and a third, which has 
been lately commenced, off High Street. The sale 
of flesh meat is not confined to any particular situ- 
ation, being disposed of in Hercules Street, Corn 

• Waring Street was formerlj ealkd Broad Street. 
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Market, and several other places. The Weigh 
House, where pork aad ftrkio butter, which form so 
large a part of the Belfast exports, are bought, is a 
plain low bailing at tile end ^ Waring Street. 
Smithfield Squai^ Ib the pfeoe wh^e catUe are sold, 
98 aka pedlars goods and nn)»erous ^her articles. 
The market for grain is also keld here three djays in 
the week, and for hides four. 

THsas 9xe t)ffee barracks in tins town ; one Cor 
artillery, and two for infantry. The former, whicli 
stands in Carrickfc9r^us Sftreet, is a very neat and 
conTenient structure, but at present nearly unoccu- 
pied, Of the latter, the principal is alsa situated 
in Carrickfergus Street. It was ^^ectedatthe time 
pf the last rebellion, and forms a Tcry spacious 
square, surrounded with houses. The oldest edi- 
fice of this kind, however, is in Barrack Street. 
It was built in 1737, but is not how in Use; the num- 
ber of soldiers at present stationed here being much 
smaller than formerly. 

There is likewise a theatre in Qdfasl^ yery ex- 
cellently and tastefoUy fitted up in the inside, 
(hough its exterior is not only unornamented, bqt; 
heavy and disagreeable. 
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The . principal manufacture of this town is cot- , 
ton in its various branches. It was introduced into . 
Belfast so lately as the .year^ 1777, and its amaz- . 
ing increase since that period must be a convincing 
proof, not only of the expediency of its introdue- , 
tion, but of the perseverance of those who have been 
concerned in its rapid and unequalled progress. The 
present importance of the cotton. trade in Ulster, 
must indeed be truly surprising, not only because. 
BeifiMtihe so fcw vcars have elapsed since its establishment, 

flntplacein ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ' 

ihmltwM ^^^ when we consider that it. was first introduced 
on speculatioii into the Belfast Poor House as an 
employment for tl)e children. The immense num- 
ber of persons engaged ii^ tins business, and the 
multiplicity of its dependant trades andopcupations^ 
have des&rvedly rendered it an object of i!^e fi.rs^ 
consequence to the inhabitants of this tQwn^ 

^ .^ ., ,, The manufacture of cotton divides itself into two 

jDiTiaes Itself 

ir^^<^ branches, the spinning of the wool into yarn, and 
the weaving of the latter. Large manufactories 
and extensive capitals are generally required for 
the former purpose. The two trades are often dis- 
connected, many persons in Belfast giving out the 
yarn to be woven who are not concerned in the 
spinning of the wool. It would be a very arduous 
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undertakiQg to ascertain the number of looms in this - 
town and parish. In many of the streets and po- 
pulous roads- in the suburbs of the town, particu- 
larly at Ballymacarrett, the sound of the loom issues . 
almost . from every house, and all, with very few 
exceptions, are employed in the different branches 
of the cotton trade. In the year 1800, this business 
engaged in Belfast and its neighbourhood, includ- 
ing its branches and connections, 27,000 persons. 
For the eleven years succeeding that time, the trade ^^ extent 
still continued to increase, and within that short pe- periods. 
riod there were employed in Belfast,- and a circuit 
of ten miles round it, for the cotton manufacture 
exclusively, fifteen steam engines, equal to 212 
horses^ power, and driving 99,000 ppindles. In 
this town and its immediate vicinity, there were 
in the year 1814, eight cotton mills at work. There 
are at present seven, on^ of which is the largest 
in Ireland, The toade in general, particularly 
the spinning department, appears to be in a more l"^^^ 
flourishing condition at present than it was some m^y^ 
years ago, and though there is a vast number of 
weavers resident in this town, those of the sur- 
rounding country for many miles are also in most 
cases employed by persons in Belfast, 

Connected with the preceding are those mills for MUbfor 

'' spinning and 

printing and bleaching cotton, which also form an *>»««*»»» 
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important source of employment to great Biuifcers 
of people. There is not ei&er in the town or pa- 
ridi any extensive establishment few calico printiiig^. 
There is a small manufactory of this kind on ike 
FaUs road, a short distance from Belfast ; but ike 
wrarka at White-hmise^ and Hyde Park, where flus 
ingenious and elegant manufacture has attained a 
very great degree of perfection, are both bey<md the 
jvecincts of the parish. There are also two small 
mills near the town, for bleaching cotton, one on the 
^ankiU, and the oUber on the Lodge road. 

linen Cloth. Thebe is vcry little linen cloth woven in this town 
or parish. In 1807, Belfast contained 798 looms, 
only four of ,which were for weaving Knen, and the 
number is probably not much ^greater at present. 
The market here for the sale of brown Hnen is situ- 
ated in Donegall Street. It is supplied from various 
quarters of the country, and has an exceHent cha- 
racter for fineness of quality. 



White linen 
HaH. 



The White Linen Hall is a large quadrangu- 
lar building, enclosing an extensive area, and fine- 
ly situated at the termination of Donegall Place. 
The front, or rather the centre, of this edifice has a 
very pleasing effect, being handsome and light with 
an extremely neat spire. It is entirely surrounded 
with railing, and is the principal promenade in the 
town. The numerous apartments which the build- 
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ing^ contains are chiefly oiocupied as the rooms and 
offices of Uie linen drapers. The cloth is here re- 
ceived from the bleadiers, and prepared for sale or 
exportati^on, being chiefly carried either to Eng- 
land, America, dr tiie West Indies. 

Though there is but little lin^i woven in this Linen 

Blesching. 

iQWn or neighbcmriiood, the bleaching of this article 
is carried on to a very great extent. In the parish 
of Belfast alone there are twelve bleach greens, 
which beautify the country and give employment to 
its inhabitants. 
The canvas manufacture was established in Bel- canvas and 

rope manu> 

fast about the year 1784, when six looms commen- *^"'*'- 
ced. There are now two extensive manufactories, 
besides a great number of rope walks. 

On the Blacksaff river at Cromac, near its p^per. 
junction with the Lagan, is a large paper mill^ the 
only one in the parish. It is driven both by steam 
and water. 

The casting of iron has been long established in inm. 
Belfast and Ballymacarrett. The Belfast and 
Lagan fouuderies are very extensive, particularly 
in the casting of metal wheels, and in the former 
several steam engines have been made. 

There are two glass houses in Ballymacarrett, guu. 
and one in Belfast. The manufacture is entirely 
confined to white or flint glass. One of those in 
Ballymacarrett, which is at present unoccupied, is 
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one hundred and twenty feet in height^ and sixty 
in diameter, haying* been originally built for the 
purpose of making window and green bottle glass, 
both of which are now imported from Scotland. 

There are also two extensiye salt manufactories, 
both beyond the Lagan, and> built on ground re- 
claimed from the sea. 

There are likewise in Ballymacarrett two manu- 
factories for vitriol, bleachers smalts, &c. 

Belfast contains five breweries, and one of the 
most complete and extensive distilleries in Ireland. 

Of the extent of its more inconsiderable manufac- 
tures, such as soap and candles, hats, leather, and 
some others, a good estimate may be formed, when 
the population of Belfast^ and it might almost be 
said of the neighbouring counties, is considered.* 

** The astonishing progress which has been made in this town these 
some years past in several branches of the mechanic arts, particularly 
jewellery and engraving, is worthy of particular notice. As to the 
former, the large and splendid shops which Belfast now eonuins, 
have sprung up with wonderful rapidity. It is not more than twenty 
years since there was but one poor working jeweller in all this 
town. Though earlier attempts seem to have been made in the en- 
grafing, they were not attended with success. In 1753, a copptr- 
piate press was set up, and an engraver occasionally visited this place, 
but the first of the trade who settled, nor was his stay probably very 
long, was Daniel Pomareda, who tool^ up his abode at John Tem- 
pieton's in North.street, next door to the sign of the Still. There are 
now four or five establishments, employing numerous workmen for 
copper plate engraving, die sinking, and every other Iranch of the 
business, and in some of which, the trade, in point of execution, has 
reached a very considerable degree of respectability. 
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The. mills in the. parish for the preparation of 
grain are not so numerous as might be expected, 
nor as the consumption of Bdfast would appear to 
require. It contains but one flour, mill, on the 
FaUsroad, a short distance from, the town, which is 
ho:wever extremely, large. The Belfast market is 
chiefly supplied with meal from the adjoining coun- 
try, the want of corn mills and others in the parish 
being satisfactorily accounted for by cpusidering, 
that the water is chiefly required for the bleach- 
greens, and the facility with which every thing of 
this description can be procured in Belfast. 

ThebxI are likewise several manufactories b6th in 
the town and parish for starch, logwood, and glue. 
In this enumeration, it is also necessary to include 
the manufacture of bricks, and burning of lime, 
which afford empk>ym^it to a very considerable num- 
ber of people. The latter, particularly, has expe- 
rienced a vei*y great increase within these some 
years,- and is certainly a symptom of impKovement 
in father respects. Great quantities are carried to 
the. county of Down, there being few places in 
which die limestone is found in such profusion or 
purity as in the parish of Betfast. 
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Institutions far Charitable Purposes, ^and Befor- 
niation of Maniiers. 

Incorporated Th^ Bclfai^t In(x>r{M)Fated Cliiiritable Society, or, 
^*^y as it iis more ^^dnerally denomiaated, the Poor House, 

for the^ receptloit of a^ed land infirm, p^sons ab trell 
as for tbe suppcnrt. add iastrnction x>f jchildren desti- 
tute df proteotors^iliaii^ long^rcmiaiiidd -a noble^prodf 
of ike general phileitflhropy Which pi^crvails knioag 
the inhabitsatg of ^is/town.. 44-«taad» at the e^:- 
tremity .6f /Doinegsitt :Sti»eV iiv- jan. elevatefl and 
healthful situation. The ground was granted by 
'the la^e Ma^^uii^'lif Don^gaH, the^huilduig^icom- 
pleted by subscriptions iaiid the produce of a lottery, 
' anfi^flrist o^Med 4br>ihe 'ptirpci^es above ^stati^ in 
the- y^r 1774i * &tecQ'jit» ^iioijatD^oetnenty it has 
preuerr^A afinnatty - ^ibc^t' three )i«ttiflired. iiidivi- 
-doaisy oid and^youifg ; th^j-^foi^m^ fr-dn^w^ntaDil 
misery, the latiefr ^ from idleness and mce; The 
childfen are. Acre- instructed. ah.. the elera^tary 
brunches of ^education, i;ill they are considered 'eapar 
ble'of . being iapprenticed out to trades.- Theiddai'e 
carefafly attended 4o, being ^eftmitted *to -ilricreaBe 
their comforts by their own- i^ndus^ ; and* it is a 
proof not less of the instability of fortune than of 
the great benefits of the establishment, that an indi- 
vidual was lately received into the Poor House viho 
had, in more prosperous times, contributed to its/ 
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suppoi^t. AIL itsvia^atesy varyingt in. number, but 
commonly about three hundred and fifty^ are fed 
and clothed at the expense of the society. The 
dreai^' of: the Qhildreii i^- uniferin; they ivalk on 
th^Si^t^atb Day^-h^drHkband, .t# Ae respective 
houaes^of wiordlip ;> aiEidi(bute'<»ira is takan> in.eYery 
respect^ of their moral, and: retigious habits* The 
whdle government of the Inetitutionda conducted in. 
the' most ndethodioal manner, and. it receives.contri- 
butidns frQm:eviery denomination of Ohrifitians, all 
being anxious- for. the continuance of an establish- 
ment which is as-iuTaluable to the poor as it is ere- 
dttiable to- t&e o]^uIent , 

The House. of Industry i0 Smitbfield, which is houmot 

Industry. 

condueteii in. an inconsiderable building, presents 
many of the san^ie ippalculiible heaiefits. li was in- 
stituted in the year 18Q0, for the purpose of abor 
limbing pauperism, and for supplying the really 
necessitous with the means of support* Foor per- 
sons resident in the town, who are found upon 
examination proper objects of charity, are supplied 
gratuitously with weekly rations of fuel and provi- 
sions. Nor are its advantages confined to this. 
Hundreds of females, are furnished with flax to spin 
at their own bouses, and. are paid for their, work 
without any deduction, a plaji which not only 
guards against idleness but obviates that repu^- 
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nance which many feel at being considered t^bjects 
of charity. 

K^2^ The House of Correction was erected in 1817, 

by presentment of the Grstnd Jury. The appear- 
ance of this place corresponds with its use. It is a 
dark, strong building of brick, surrounded with a 
high wall. There is a house for the governor of the 
prison, and numerous cells and apartments for the 
confinement or reformation of convicts. There 
is a spacious hall here for the Quarter Sessbns, 
in which the sovereign's and seneschal's courts are 
also held. The prisoners are not suffered to remaili 
unemployed. Those who are acquainted with trades 
are furnished with materials, and obliged to work 
during the period of their imprisonment. The rest 
are employed in spinning, chipping logwood, or 
picking oakum. The discipline of this prison is so 
strict and correct that its influence has been most 
salutary on the conduct of the disorderly in this 
town and neighbourhood. There is a small chapel 
within the building where divine service is regularly 
performed. 

Society for There has been a branch of the Society for Dis- 

Diflcounte. 

Dancing Vice, counteuanciilg Vice established here since the year 
1815, which has proved highly beneficial, owing 
to the low prices at which religious books and tracts 
can be purchased. There is a Bible Society form- 
ed in this town, as also a Ladies' Bible Associa- 
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tion, patronized by some of the most learned and 
wealthy members of the community. By the re]^rt 
of the Committee in October 1821^ which was as in** 
teresting as the occasion on which it was deliTered, 
the number of bibles issued from the Repository dur* 
ing the preceding year was 752, and of testa* 
ments 604. 

The Belfast Saving Bank certainly yields to few tevingBank. 
institutions in point of real, substantial advantage* 
No deposits, however small, are rejected, and the 
fund which the poor are thus enabled almost insen- 
sibly io form, cannot but be found of inestimable be- 
nefit in times of scarcity and disease, or when no 
longer able to work for their support. 

The Fever Hospital is an extensive and commodi- tw» 
ous building, situated in Frederick Street, and cal- 
culated for the reception of more than two hundred 
patients. Its advantages, during the late severe 
and continued attack of typhus fever, have been 
fully experieiiced by the inhabitants of this town. 
A dispensary, but on a much more confined scale 
than the present Fever Hospital, had been establish- 
ed here in 1792, by which the poor of the place were 
furnished with medicines and medical advice. The 
mode of connecting a dispensary wUh an hospital, 
was adopted in the year 1797, and has not been dis- 
continued in the present enlarged establishment. In 
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1817> tiie new hospital was openedi when sevepteen 
patients 'W«ere remoTadto it from llo old* but vei^ 
Bhord; after this ismoval the. typhus. feTier hrokft 
oysiy and there. were admitted ia the space. of; thir- 
teen wedte 46Ly and in the succeeding, tbree months. 
950ipersons. By actof parliameiit the. Grand Jwy, is 
enabled to grant <£400 annually to its suj^rt, so 
that no patient belonging either to the town or coun- 
try is* refused, admittance. The di^^pei^sapy depart- 
ment not only extendato the distributipn.of medi- 
cines, but poor pjearsons aret visited at. their homes 
when unable, to. attend the physicians or surgeons. 
From its commencement in 1817 to May 1820, the 
total number, of patients, admitted was ^^2^ he- 
sides which, and exclusively of the medicip^s furnished 
to the Poor House and Lying in Hospital, there 
were 10,718 prescriptions fill^d.for extern ppor, for 
the year ending in April , 1&3Q. 

aShiJ?*ui« Tnn other establishments of a similar kind, such 
as the Penitentiary^ to which the whole provinoe 
contributes subscriptions, the Lying-in Hospital, 
and theSoci^y for Clothing the Poor, are conduct- 
ed in. small or private buidings, but their effects 
have been.no lesa beneficial and the motives of. those 
benevolent persons who devote! their time and at- 
tention to such olgects equally merit the sincere ap- 
probation of the wise and good. 
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Ths Lanc&flteriaii School stiinds in Frederick ^^^^^ 
Street The Belfast Siinday School was establidi- 
efl in the year 1808, sihce whidh time the excellent 
and ingenious system of Mr. Lancaster has-been 
brought to maturity. The original plan consisted 
only of a Sunday School, but the present establish- 
hient has existed 'these several years past with in- . : 
creasing energy, liberal in its principles and effective 
in the diifhsion of knowledge. No distinction of 
religion eidludes any from its benefits; and it fe at 
present attended by about 700 children. 

The larffe house in Brown Street was, until Brown stmt 

^ . ' School 

lately, a Sunday School. To this has been added 
a daily school, and the two at present communicate 
instruction to more than 1400 persons. The plan 
which ha^ been adopted is extremely judicious stud 
Worthy of imitatioji. The 'children pay a very tri- 
fling siita a& a ciinipefnsaftion for \vhat th^ are 
taUght, Which, Ixypr^&eirving the Independence of 
^eir parents, is often a strong Inducement to prbfit 
by ti/e advantalges which the school aiTol^ds. 

There is ancKher Sunday School in the Methodist Methodyt 
Chapd in DdnegaH Square, established neaorly two »*«>»• 
years ago. It is attended by about 600 children, 
and is likewise deserving in 'eV€«ry risspect olf ^the 
patironage and admilrtitiort of the coHitntirtity. 
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gjgjygj A BRANCH of the Society for the Instruction of the 

Dumb. ^ Deaf and Dumb has been lately formed in Bdfast, 
an institution which is not less praiseworthy in its 
views than succiessful and ingenious in their execu- 
tion. 



Harp Society. INHERE is Ukcwisc a Harp Society here, by whidi 
blind children, in contributing their efforts to pre- 
serve from disuse the ancient and delightful instru- 
ment of our country, are enabled to procure their 
subsistence in a manner equally gratifying to the 
ear and to the heart. 

Bouses of Worship. 

The old The church of this town formerly stood on the 

Churoh, , ^ ^ 

south side of High Street, near the quay. Many 
old inhabitants recollect this antique building. The 
sovereign and burgesses formerly repadred to it in 
great state at the celebration of divine service. The 
B6vereign was habited in a scarlet or crimson cloak, 
and the twelve burgesses in black, preceded by the 
town Serjeants bearing tlie mace. This practice 
has long since been discontinued, though there is a 
pew in each of the churches reserved for their use, 
and always called the " Burgesses* Seat." In 
1627, an order was issued by the corporation, that 
every burgess and free commoner should attend the 
sovereign to church. In 1615, however, a more 
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strict obseryance was required, and small fines were 
imposed on the inhabitants of the borough for non- 
attendance at public worship, a householder for si^ch 
neglect incurring a penalty of two, pence, a woman 
a penny, a servant a halfpenny, and, ulider certain 
limitations, every child dwelling within their houses 
a farthing. 

Th£ ancient state of this church is pretty clearly 
shown by an item in the records in 1645, of five 
shillings for repairing it with shingles. It was 
pulled down, however, in 1777, being, considered 
both unsafe and inconvenient, and the foundation The pretent 

parisn 

of St. Anne^s, or the Parish Church, situated in church. 
Donegall-street, was laid the same year. This 
building, on account of its high and beautiful stee- 
ple, is probably the most magnificent in the town. 
The upper part of the steeple is of wood, but the 
whole is certainly rather disproportionable in point 
of size with the front view of the building. The 
roof is arched and supported with columns, whicb^, 
though rendering the galleries low, communicate to 
its interior an appearance of considerable grandeur. 
The seats in this church are principally of maho- 
g^any, and it also contains a fine organ. 



The Chapel of Ease in Hifffa Street, on the site TheChapei 

^ ' ^ of Ease. 

of the former church, was commenced in 1811. Its 
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portico is by far the most beautifal and costly piece 
of architecture in the town^ or perhaps in the king- 
dom. It formed the front of BaHyscuUen^ the ce- 
lebrated pahce of the late ESarl of Bristol, and T?as 
the munificent gift of the present Bishop of Down 
and Connor. This portico is of the Coriivithian or- 
der, consisting of six lofty and massive columaa, 
and four fluted pilasters. The capitala of these pil- 
lars are beautifully ' executed : the pediment is orna- 
mented with the arms- of the see and of the tofwn of 
Belfast. Though the interior of the chape! appears 
bare, the gallery is supported by very handsome 
pillars. The chancel is lighted from' the top by an 
elliptical window, and supported by two very beau- 
tiful columns of the Ionic order. This church is 
capable of accommodating iipwdrds of 1200 per- 
sons ; but the effect which its appearance might 
otherwise produce, is nearly altogether lost by its 
incongruity with the surrounding buildings, which 
are among the oldest and meanest in the town. 

Thbre are four Presbyterian meeting houses in 
Belfast. There is an obscure tradition that a place 
of worship of this kind existed at a very early 
period in Hercules Street; but at the begin- 
ning of the last century, the only building in the 
town for the Presbyterian worship was an old and 
inconvenient house, which had probably been long 
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in ejpBtence, staiulliig in Rosemary. Street, where Frntcon. 

gR0itkNl. 

that of ^ttj^^ First Congr^aijon is now erected. 
Bdog found too small for the increasing numbers 
who attended it, a separation took place; a new 
house was huUt behindihe former, ip 1708, to which 
120 families remoyed^ fonqing. thun the Second seeondcon. 
Prosbjterian Congregation,, In 1717, nine years "^ 

after tbiseyent, the 9riginal old house was rebuilt. 
They remained in this situation till 1722, when the 
separation of the Presbytery of Antrim from the 
General Synod, on points of doctrine, caused a far-^ 
ther disunion among the, members of th^e two 
bodies. . Those wha adhered to the principlee^ of the 
Synod) seceded from the>rest> and baying erected a 
n&w )ioiise,in 1722, also in Rosemary .Street, con- 
stituted tfc^s the Thircl Presbyterian Congregation. JIJJS^ 
In 1783, Hk^ meeting house of the First Congrega- 
tion, built, as already stated, in 1717,- was again 
taken down an4 the present edifice, the third which 
has stood on the samf^ spot, was erected. The house 
of the Second Congregation was likewise rebuilt on 
the site of the former, in tl^<e jear 1790. Bath are 
enclosed in the same ground, aiid, as they formed 
one religious society originally, still remain closely 
connected. To these was added, iq 179?, the meet- 
ing house of the Fourth Presbyterian Copgrega- Fourth con, 
tion, which stands in DonegsII Street, 
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All these are large and commodious. That of the 
First Congregation is an admired structure, of an 
elliptical form, and built of brick ; that of the Third 
is the oldest place of worship in the town. The 
front projects considerably ; and the building^, in 
every respect, indicates its antiquity, the windows 
being small, the roof steep, and the house devoid of 
all external ornament. This is also the largest 
congregation, the Presbyterians in the country parts 
of the parish being chiefly members of it.^ 

* The following are the namea of the pastors of these seTcrml con- 
gregations, with the dates of their nomination : 

Firit. 1672. Re¥. "W, Keyes, who resigned in 1674. 

1675. Rev. Patrick Adair. This minister, who died in 1694. 
was considerably distinguished as a public charac- 
ter and as a man of talents. He left some valuable 
lilSS* on the first settlement of the Fresbyteritas in 
Ulster, which were unfortunately lost. 

1694. Rev. John Macbride. 1711. Rev. Thomaa Bfelling. 
bis colleague, 

1719. Rev. Samuel Halliday. 

1736. Rev. Thomas Drennan, his colleague and successor. 

— — Rev. Clotworthy Brown. Mr, Drennan's first col- 
league. He died in 1755. 

1756. Rev, James Mackay. Mr. Drennan's second col- 
league and successor. 

1770. Rev. James Crombie, D. D. Mr. Mackay 's colleague 
and successor. 

1790. Rev. Williams Bruce, D. D.one of its present pastors. 
1812. Rev. William Bruce, his colleague. 

Second. 1708, Rev. Kirkpatrick, D. D. and M, D, 

1744. Rev. Gilbeit Kennedy. 
1773. Rev, James Bryson, 

1791. Rev. Patrick Vance. 

1800. Rev. W. H. Brummond, D. D. 

1816. Rev. W. D. H. M'Ewen, its present minister. 
Third. 1722. Rev. Thomas Msstertown. 

1 747. Rev. William Laird, his colleague and successor. 

1791, Rev. Sinclaire Kelburn, his colleague and successor. 

1799. Rev. Samuel Hanna» D. D. its present minister. 
Fourth. 1792. Rev. James Bryson. 

, Rev. Robert Acbeson, its present minister. 
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There are two meeting houses for Seceders in 

^ Meeting 

this town ; one in Berry Street, eriected in 1770, Houie^ 
and the seoond, which has been but lately finished, 
in Liower Arthur Street. 

There are also three Methodist Chapels in Bel- Method^ 
fast. The largest 18 situated in Donegall Square, 
the second is in Academy Street, and the third 
in Cotton Court. These diapels are neatly built, 
and two of them are of the Wesleyan prindjdes. 

In Donegall Street there is an Independent indepen. 
Meeting House, built in 1804, and an excellent, 
well proportioned building on the Dublin road south 
of the Linen HaU, for Covenanters, or that sect' corenanten. 
called the Reformed Presbyterians. In Frederick 
Street the Society of Friends have a neat house Q^akeiB. 
erected in 1812, and in King Street the most incon- 
siderable congregation in the town, called Baptists, Baptittt. 
have a small place of worship. 

There are two Roman Catholic Chapels in this ^^^ 
town numerously attended. Before these were ^^ 
built the number of Roman Catholics in Belfast 

The following are the names, &c. of the ministers of the two con- 
frregatioos of Seceders :— 
First. 1770. Rev. William Carmichael. 

1798. Rev. John Nicholson. 

1814. Rev. William Carr, its present pastor. 
Second. 1821. Rev. Johfi Edgar* its first and present ministev. 
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wi^ extremdy inconsiderable^ dims baTingn been 
cel#brpufce4iii the open air at the ol4 .grave-yard ia 
Malone, called Friaia Buah, imd afienm^ in. a 
small waste house in Oastle Street. TheCathoUcs, 
howerer, increasing with the g^ieral popalatioo, 
St Mtury's, or what is now ^slM the Old Chapel, 
was .built, in. 1788. In ISIJI, anojtbsTt of greater 
bebttty and Extent was erected near the top of Do^ 
negall Street, wUch is one of the finest fdifices in 
the town* Tho front is ornamented with a. cross and 
pinnacles of freestone ; the doors and windows are 
in the Gothie style, and the chapel is likewise fiir-t 
nished with a, gallery and organ. 

Literate E^taliUihmmtSj State qfLearmniff^ fjfc 

The most importantaubject under the head of li-^ 
terary estabUshments is the. Academical Institution. 
Its foundation was laid in theiyear 1810, biit at pre- 
sent it forms only a part of th^ original es^tent of 
building, though it is one of the moat elegant and 
best proporUoned 'edifices in the town, whidi pro- 
bably arises however moro from situation than from 
any great bei^uty of architecture, Jt stiinds. at the 
western end of the town, forming a very fine termi- 
nation to Chichester Street, Ponegall Square 
North, and Wellington Place. The ground in 
which it is erected, containing about four Irish 
acres, was granted by the Marquis of Donegal], 



Digitized 



by Google 



119 

and is enclosed on three of its sides by a wall, and 
in front by an iron railing. The building is of brick, 
considerably ornamented with cut stone ; and its 
whole appearance presents nothing of gloom or hea- 
viness. There is 'a dwelling-house at each end, 
(with extensive dormitories for the accommodation of 
boarders) one for the Classical, and the'other for 
the English head master, besides many suitable 
apartments throughout the building for lecture and. 
school rooms. 

The uses and advantages of this Institution, n. 
however, are more important subjects. In this part 
of Ireland, which is confessedly so rich and popu- 
lous, an establishment calculated to improve its lite* 
rary taste and character, must long have appeared a 
desirable object. Some intelligent and enlightened 
inhabitants of Belfast and its vicinity, fully aware 
of the inestimable advantages which would accrue 
to the whole province of Ulster from the establish- 
ment of a college in this town or in any other eligi- 
ble situation, entered into the spirit of such an ttn- 
dertaking with the most disinterested ardour and the 
most laudable promptitude. It was never intended 
that the benefits of such an institution should be re- 
stricted to the instruction of the members of one re- 
ligion, or to the preparation forone profession. The 
abstruseness of science was to be enlivened with the 
charms of polite literature, and a system of educa- 
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lion, uot less extensiye than liberal , was apeedilj 
projected and ad earnestly desired to be carried into 
effect. 

raSlcripti^ Subscriptions were accordingly commenced in the 
*** year 1807, and the sum of <£16,(H)0 was soon con- 

tributed, which has since been greatly increased 
from different quarters, particularly by liberal re- 
mittances from the Marquis of Hastings and other 
Irishmen in India, zealous for the improvement of 
their native country. A very considerable part of 
these subscriptions was expended in the erection of 
a suitable building, and in procuring other neces- 
sary accompaniments. The Institution, after hav- 
ing been incorporated by act of parliament^. in 1810, 
was intrusted to tlie care of some of the most active 
or liberal proprietors, callied Managers and Visiters. 
A President and four Vice-Presidents, distinguish- 
ed for their rank or talents, were also chosen, and 
the most sanguine expectations were formed of a 
full and speedy accomplishment of the wishes of the 
community. 

Large however as the contributions undoubtedly 
were, and notwithstanding the general ardour which 
was displayed in the prosecution of this most praise- 
worthy design, the collections that had been made 
Insufficient werc iudfifed insufficient, both for the completion of 

Ibrtheori- •» o r 

ftaiAidetiga the original building, and the endowment of the 
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proposed numlHir of professorshipo. The proprie- 
tors determined to solicit the assistance of Goyern- 
ment, and shortly after the support of the General 
Synod of Ulster, and the Seceding Bodies in Ire- 
land. In all these applications they w«re suceess- 
(A. The sum of <£1500 was bestowed annually on 
this Institution by parliament for three years. This 
jfrant, however^ has since been withdrawn ; but 
great hopes are at present .entertained that it may be 
renewed, which is very much to be desired, not only 
on the score of pecuniary advantage, but on account 
of the increased respectability and confidence always 
attending those establishments that receive the 
countenance and support of the government of the 
country. From the Synod and the Seceding Bo- 
dies, encouragement equally flattering and <;ordial 
was received. They accepted the^ advances of the 
proprietors, and agreed so far to patronize the In- 
stitution as to recommend it as a proper seminary 
for the education of the young men under their care 
designed for the ministry, to require their modera* 
tors and committees to attend the annual examina^ 
tions, for the purpose of reporting on the proficiency 
of the students, and the general government of the 
CoHege ; and finally, to consider the general certi- 
ficate of the Faculty, as equivalent to a degree in 
arts from any of the Scotch universities. In conse- 
quence of such support, these bodies have become 

Q 
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more ccmnected with this Institution than any other 
religious Society. Under the consideration of the 
inadequacy of the funds, it had been deemed advi- 
sable to limit the original plan to the endowment of 
Professors in Natural Philosophy, Moral Philoso- 
phy, Logic and Belles. Lettres, Hebrew, Greek, 
Latin and Mathematics, these being the first and 
most indispensable studies for professional persons. 
It had also been considered necessary to add to the 
establishment schools for Classics, Mathematics, 
Arithmetic, and the other elementary branches of 
education. These schools were opened with appro- 
priate ceremony on the first of February 1814, but 
it was not till November 1815, that the college 
classes commenced. Since that period seven ses- 
sions have elapsed, and the number of students each 
year has progressively increased, having amounted 
last season to about two hundred, besides those who 
attended the popular lectures. 

THOUGH the external business of the Institution 
is regulated by the Boards of Managers and Visiters, 
the more important affairs relating to the moral and 
literary behaviour and proficiency of the college stu- 
dents are committed to the Faculty instituted in 
the year 1818, consisting of the several professors, 
who have hitherto been vigilant and prompt in the 
performance of these duties. The schools, attended 
by about four hundred pupils, are under the super- 
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mtendaaoe of the ditferent teachers, styled the 
Board of Masters, who make rules and reg^tions 
lor their general goTemment. 

The oolleffe department then at present bears lumtineof 
Gofnsiderable resemblance in plan and mode of in- ^''^^'^^^s^ 
structipn to the uniTecsity of 01i)8gow. The ses- 
sion commeiioes at Noyember, and terminates at 
May.. The studmts usually attend Logic the first 
year. Moral Ph^osophy the second, and Natural Phi^ 
losophy the third. During these sessions they must 
also receive instructions in Hebrew, Greek, Latin 
and Mathematics ; but it is found often desirable to 
attend some of the former classes a secpnd time. 
From the excellent schools also in the Institution they 
are enabled with the utmost convenience to improre 
and extend their elementary education, and to de- 
rive instruction on branches of literature which their 
former situation or habits might never have afford- 
ed. The lectures are read by the professors, their 
pupils are examined daily on the subjects of these 
lectures, which are farther impressed on their minds 
by tiie production of frequent essays. Every regu- 
lar student is examined on his entrance in Greek 
and Latin, and in the second and third years of his 
attendance his memory is refreshed by a re -exami- 
nation, at the commencement of the session, on those 
subjects which he studied the preceding year. At 
A(ay the annual and public examinations already 
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alluded to take place, when prizes are diatrUkuted, 
Bot only for the exoeUenoe whieb ia then displayed, 
but there are also others of a mofe important kiad 
determined by the unbiassed Totes of the students 
fhemselves for graeral profi^ency during^ the ^tire 
six months. There are several other ^uxniaatiani 
and essays, prindpally lai a Tolimtiury'kind^ but 90- 
companied with suitable rewards, proposed by A0 
Boards of Managers and Visitors, the Faculty aad 
the Professors individually, for the aioouragemiMit- 
of talents. The motives to exertion, theref<^ ora 
thus numerous ; but even if such inducements did 
not eiist, the most strict attention, and the conse- 
quent improTement, could not be evaded. 

The professional stud^it, after having passed 
through all these trials, has to give a still more sa* 
tisfaetory and difficult exhibition of his abilities than 
any which he has yet experienced. He must prove 
himself, by a full examination, thoroughly acquainted 
with Hebrew, Greek, Latin, Logic and Belles Let^ 
tres, Metaphysics and Moral PMlosofdiy, Natural 
Philosophy and Mathematics, and, if found duly pre- 
pared, he is presented with the general certificate of 
the Institution^ the possession of wJiich entitles him 
to commence the most important part of his labours, 
the study of divinity. There are two professors of 
Divinity in the College appointed by the respective 
Synods, and to the zealous and friendly cQ*opera* 
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ti^nofttMeniMt retpeetiiUebodieEimaBtiiiit great 
meacwTO* be ascribed the suceeaa whieh bas bitbarto 
attended the Betfast lutldtutiou. Their patfonage 
was fireelj granted^ and ill is eonfidenily tabe eX-* 
peetedy that it shall neTor be fwad tiiat Meh aiqpport 
has been nusplaoed. In the ebert space of tame 
whioh tlua establiahment has existed, tbengh strug- 
gling with difficulties, it has fully confimed the 
hopes of its wannest friends, and realized in many 
respects the great and manifold adyantages of home 
edttcaticm* 

Bfismss ihose which have been mentioned, there 
are several other classes in the College o{ a more po-^ 
pular kind. The professor of Logic has a senior 
Belles liettres class, in which the prin<»ples of taste 
and criticiBm, as well as the progress of polite lite- 
rature, are illustrated and explained. The profes- 
sors of Natural Philosophy and Anatomy also ddi- 
y^ popular lectures of great interest and import-* 
ance, the former on Chemistry and Natural His-: 
tory, and the latter on Botany. There is likewise a 
lecturer on Elocution, and, belonging to the scIkm^ 
department, excellent classes for English, Geogra- 
phy, Italian, French, Drawing, and many other de- 
partments of literature. It is much to be regretted, 
however, that the funds are at present so low as to 
preclude the hope of endowments for professors of 
Civil History, Agriculture and some other branches 
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^^^"^'^ of knowledge equally n^^sbary. The library coh- 
tains upwards of two thouaaud Tolomes, many of 
ihein valuable, and prindpally connected with the 
subjects wUdi are studied in the different classes. 
The philosoi»hical apparatus is new, valuable, and 
OB the most approved constmotion ; and the mu- 
seum, though Qotyet very extensive, is daily increas-* 
ing in magnitude^ 

As at present established, therefore, this Institu- 
tion is far from being confined to one object, for 
numbers attend both the philosophical and the po- 
pular lectures, who have no design in view but the 
improvement of their minds. In one of the classes 
last year, there were persons of four religious per- 
suasions, and Protestants of the Established Church 
have frequently attended the classes with considera-* 
ble profit. It is also worthy of notice, and it is not 
mentioned here as a matter of course, that all those 
who have received their education in this seminary 
have fully sustained, either as ministers or teachers, 
the credit of their instructors, and have felt the en- 
tire benefit of that diligence which they were there 
required to exercise. 

g^fo' The Belfast Society for Promoting Knowledge 

Knowtodge. ^^^ instituted in the year 1788. It consists of a 

library containing nearly four thousand volumes, a 

small museum, and some philosophical apparatus. 
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Some of the books are rare, but they are in general 
approved modem works. There is also an excels 
lent library in the Belfast Academy, a seminary 
i¥hich has acquired great and deserved celebrity as 
a classical school. The books here are old and va- 
luable, chiefly on divinity and church history. 



The Belfast Literary Society was formed in 1801. jSSS^ 
Its objects are understood to consist of inquiries in*- 
to sdence, antiquities, topography,., or subjects of 
general literature. The meetings of this Society are 
montlily, commeneing at October and ending at 
May ; but whatever advantage the members them- 
selves may have experienced, the public have not 
certainly derived that benefit which was expected 
from their labours, and it is now several years since 
any papers or fasciculi were published. 

There has been a Natural History Society lately Native ics. 
formed in the town, which has already made some 
progress in the collection of a museum, and which is 
principally composed of persons who have received 
their education at the College, or who are still con- 
nected with it. 



Belfast, however, can by no means be called a litennry duu 
literary town. It has been styled the Athens of 
Ireland ; but if it be meant by such a designation, 
that the same love for literature and the arts which 
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distinguished the gteatest of the Grecian states 
ffferails also here, no name was ever more grossly 
misapplied. There is very little taste in Belfast for 
the fine arts^ nor do the inhabitants generally dis- 
play in their ordinary intereourse that desire for li- 
terature which were to be wMhed and expected. It 
has been said to hare meddled too much with poli- 
tics to have attended sufficiently to such aflairs, and 
that a greater relish fbr literary pursuits might mo- 
dify this political spirit. It may, howerer, be at 
present distinctly perceiVed^ that tiie literary re- 
spectability of this town is increasing, and it may 
jconfidently be anticipated, that every succeeding 
year will render that increase more extended and 
more durable. The College must be the principal 
cause of this. It will widely coinmunieate the be- 
nefits of a liberal education, which is incompatible 
with no situation in life. The Scotch liniTersities 
are numerously attended by individuals who are not 
designed for any learned ^profession. The conse- 
quences are as well known as they are creditable to 
that nation. The people are enlightened and in* 
dustrious, not less, but more intent on commerce 
and manufactures. One of their greatest univer- 
sities is contained in one of the greatest trading ci- 
ties in the world, and the classes of that very uni- 
versity are swelled with numbers who are hereafter 
•to be engaged in that very trade. It may fairly be 
expected, that Belfast shall one day be similarly si- 
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tuated^ and all who are anxious for the improyement 
of this town and province should zealously promote 
so desirable |in object* 

Thebe are three newspapers, but at present no NewqMipen, 

• See. 

magazine, published in Belfast.^ This latter, how- 
ever, will p^haps accompany the rise of the College, 
and even now there is reason to think that a period- 
ical work of that literary and amuQingkind, which 
suits so well the taste t>f every polished age would 
meet .with an^ple encouragement in this town. It 
would vastly contribute to improve the rising taste 
in this part of the country, by holding out encou- 
ragement for original efforts, and by combining 
critical disquisitions with literary and scientific in- 
vestigation « Numerous attempts have been made 
to establish a work of such a kind here. So early 
as the year 1741, the " Publick Register, or Weekly 
Magazine,** printed in London, was republished in 
this towU;. But the principal production of this de~ 

• The naiDca of these pcpers are the News-Letter, published twice 
a week ; the Commercial Chronicle, three times, and the Irishman, 
once. Of these the News-Letter is said to be* with the exception of 
one, the oldest periodical print in Ireland, having been established in 
the jear 1 737. The early publications are extremely curious. On 
account of the great changes which have sinqe taken place, the fol- 
lowing passage, at the end of tfie paper is worth copying: — ** Belfast, 
Printed bj Henry and Francis Joy, at the Peacock, in Bridge- 
streett wh^re all manner of Printing Business is carefully done. Sub- 
scriptions Ibr this Paper in Belfast 4s. 4d. per annum ; 68. 6d. in the 
neighbouring towns ; 7s. 7d. in Bally money and Colerain. Adver- 
tisements of moderate length inserted at 28. 2d. the first time, and 
6|d. each continuance.*' 
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scription was the Belfai^t Magazine, which continned 
for several years, and was only abandoned in 1814. 
Though conducted by men of talents, this work was 
of too dry and political a cast, either to please uni- 
versally or to be profitable to the proprietors, and 
the transitory existence of all those w}iich preceded 
and followed it, must be ascribed to causes of a si- 
milar nature. 

Of literary characters, the most distinguislied, 
perhaps, which Belfast has produced was Mrs. Eli- 
zabeth Hamilton, who was bom here in the year 
1758. This lady, as a moral and entertaining writer, 
is greatly to be praised. The " Cottagers of Glen- 
bumie,*^ ** Letters on Education,'' " Modem Plii- 
losophers,'' and several other works of considerable 
celebrity, bear ample testimony to her talents. 

Except the late Dr. Drennan there are no other 
names re<|[uiring at present particular notice. Dr. 
Drennan was the author of " Fugitive Pieces," 
principally in verse, of some merit. He ha^ been- 
more famous however as a political writer, and has 
been much admired for the steadiness and consist- 
ency of his principles in that respect, as well as for 
that bold and nervous style in which he unfolded bk 
sentiments. 
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It must not be omitted, however, to make men- 
tion of the illustrious Dr. Joseph Black, who, 
though bom in France, receiyed the greater part of 
his education in this town, to which his family had 
for a length of time belonged, and where some of his 
relations are still living. He axrived here in 1740, 
being then in the twelfth year of his age. 

It may be observed in conclusion, that Belfast is 

to Ireland what Glasgow and Liverpool are to their 
respective kingdoms, and ithsts actually been com- 
pared to these places by travellers as well in its ge- 
neral appearance, as in the manners and sentiments 
of its inhabitants. The independence which marks 
their public character is equalled by their readiness 
to meet the calls of humanity, and they need not fear 
in any respect of losing by such a comparison. But 
it would be superfluous to dwell longer on this sub- 
ject, ^a it is hoped that the preceding account may 
convey an adequate notion not only of the present 
state of Belfast, but of its great and increasing im- 
portance. 



Digitized 



by Google 



STATISTICAL ACCOUNT 



QF TQ^ 



PARISH OF BEJJg^AST. 



Situationy Boundaries^ Extent y Climate, S^e. 

JLHE Parish of Belfast is situated in the county ^ 

of Antrim, in the barony of Upper Belfast, and dio- 

' cese of Down and Connor. It was formerly caU^d 

itanft ShankiU, whidi signifies the Old Church ; and 

• though this name is still preserved, it is far more 

generally known by its present appellation, >vhich 

has be«D gradually acquired with the increasing po- 

' pulation and impcirtance of the commercial town of 

Belfast. 

BouiHtoritt. It is bounded on the north by the parishes of 
Cariimoney and Templepatrick ; on the east, by the 
bay of Carrickfergus and the river Lagan ; on the 
^outh, also by the Lagan and the parish of Drum-* 
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beg; aqd on the west, by the parishes of Derri- 
aghy and Templepatriok. Its form is an irregular, 
oval, extending nearly eight miles in length, and, in 
general, from three to- four in breadth, though at 
the two extremities its boundaries are scarcely half 
a mile asunder. 



The whole of this parish is in the ^tieite of the jyMAaa^tce, 
Marquis of Donegall. Several of the townlands 
have Engli^ names, as Greencasfle, Old Park ; 
but the Itiah dexivations are infinitely more niune- 
rous. ^ Of the latter, many, p^haps nearly the half 
of all the townlatids in the parish, conimence with ' " 
the word baUy, which means, in the Irish language, 
a town or village ; and is often followed by the 
name of an individual, as Ballymurphy, Ballymac- 
garry. In other cases again, this universal term 
precedes some Irish epithet, expressive either of the 
position or appearance of the place to which it be- 
longs, or of some striking peculiarity that, it pre- 
sents. This compound of baUffy and another word or 
phrase, however, has most probably arisen from the 
circumstance of scTeral persons, or even a single fa- 
mily, collecting together in particular situatiiSns in 
rude and barbarous times. The benefits of society 
and safety yvould lead to this ; and as the practice 
is still continued in mountainous districts, it ap- 
pears impossible to account in any other manner for 
the vast number of places in Ireland beginning with 
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the term in question, in many of wlnoh, peri^afm, 
scarcely a single house is now to be found. The 
iownlands hare are of much greater extent, hut ako 
much less Taluable, towards the numntaias than ui 
the low country. 

There are few parts of the kingdom more subject 
to rain than this parish. It has been found, how- 
er^, that the quantity, in the town of BcSfast at 
least, does not exceed that wh|jdi falls in some other 
places ; and that the gross amount arises, in gene- 
ral, more from the number tiian the violetice of the 
showen. Though ihe vicinity of Aree large loogfas 
is generally considered the primary cause of the fre* 
quent rains that descend here, the high mountains 
which the parish contains, and with which the 
clouds are so often in contact, have perhaps a more 
detenninate influence. To these also must be attri- 
buted the excessiTe Tariableness of the weath^ at 
all seasons of the year. The humidity of the atmo- 
sphere, however, does not render the climate nn- 
whcdesomcf or unfayourable to longeyity, as no dis- 
eases prevail but those wluch are common abo to 
the neighbouring districts. On the contrary, the 
air on the mountains is pure and salubrious, which 
has been fully shewn by the late severe attadc of 
typhus fever, a very small number of persons in 
this part of the parbh having fallen victims to tbe 
contagion. 
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The following table of the range of the thermo- 
meter and barometer for three years ^ with a regis- 
ter of the rain gage, will farther elucidate this sub*- 
ject : 







BAROMETER 


THERMOMETER. 


RAIN GAGE. 


TOTAL 
■AIM 
OAOS. 


HI<». 


MBAN 


LOW. 


High. 


MEAN 


LOW. 


INtiHBB. 


J9MUtrf„^m0i 


aafie 


29.66 


28.97 


5S 


45.17 


X 


s.m* 






February «. 


3a02 


a).eJ3 


29.14 


50 


4a56 


S8 


42SS ' 






lfolGll.L» 


aa36 


2a.»2 


29.40 


I 


4&83 


41 


s.n5 




^ 


^ 


aasir 


89L8S 


29.29 


S3.92 


49 


1.1)0 


r* 


Ci 


3a24 


29.95 


S9.63 


67 


61.27 


50 


3.0G35 


OD 


p-H 




:«fc35 


29.86 


».39 


70 


62.69 


54 


40625 


Oi 


QO 


July 


3D.3fi 


30.09 


29.45 


78 


«9. 


60 


8.87 


^*i 


i*H 


Augiut..^ 


aaio 


30.09 


29.17 


76 


09.75 


54 


1.875 


d 




Septeittber' 


5aj» 


2^96 


29J8 


69 


62.10 


65 


3.1£5 


'^. 




October 


da40 


29.90 


29.48 


65 


5a40 


35 


40850 






MoyiflBnbnr 


*i£ 


29.82 


29.14 


&2 


4440 


33 


S.06Z7t 






December^ 


sadD 


29.78 


29.20 


53 


x.m 


3S 


3l388^ 




Jaouary*.^ 


3aM) 


20.90 


29. 1& 


4B 


SJM 


S9 


&55 






February ^ 


3a4i 


29.96 


29.50 


55 


4d56 


40 


Q.9G3 






March — 


3a53 


2R05 


2a98 


56 


49.2S 


39 


2.0C24 






saw 


sam 


29.96 


<% 


5d9S 


46 


1.094 


00 


i 

QO 


30.39 


29.75 


29.26 


78 


ea 


50 


■ 5.7^35 


<M 


June 


safig 


9a05 


29140 


78 


6i 


sst 


&9153 


2 


July 


9a46^ 


90.01 


29.48 


76 


67.5 


58 


I.SIM 


05 


AU8tifl««« 


3a26 


29.87 


29.45 


li, 


65.25 


59 


5.3733 


"^ 


Sfifptcniber 


30.34 


29.99 


29.40 


oaos 


61 


3.3930 


€0 




October 1 90.73 


29.69 


2a64 


61.5 


51.67 


46 


2.6807 




Novenmcr II 3a40| 


2995 


29.46 


54 


«7.d0 


40 


Le74B 






December-^ 


3(1.33 


30. 


29.46 


55 


44.58 


34 


4»14 






Jsmuny«M»J 


30.83 


2^.89 


20L03) 


65.5 


41.0S 


m 


3.0631 




February J 


30.70 


30.31 


29.39 


53 


45.33 


38 


04972 




Mffrrh,,,.. 


30.33 


29.61 


29.10; 


65 


4&)3 


36 


3.8018 




April 


30.25 


•29.60 


2ft 1 


67 


54.54 


46 


9Lff»9 


-?|l 


• May 


30.33 


29.96 


29.33 


64 


57.11 


48 


1.40^ 


o 


mi JuiOs 


9a49 


90.Sr7 


29.80 


71.5 


61 


5& 


.0483 


^ 


^ July 


30.36 


29.97 


29.42 


72.5 


66.1 


60 


1.5103 


Q^ AllMMt,^^ 


30.30 


29.98 


29.38 


7?.r> 


67 


56 


1.5389 


cH 


f^^ Sepreniber ] 


•TO-SS 


29.83 


29.35 


73.5 


02 


92 


4815t 


CO 


•^ Ortober^^J 


30.34 


29.84 


2a84 


6a5 


56 


48 


8^738 




Norember U 30.24 


29.37 


2898 


19 


48 


41 


Ahm 




DeccfmberJ^ 30.20 2ft34[ 


2a47 


55 


4S 


51 





• On iti^ je7ih of this month the nin began at six o'clock P. 2I« 
tnd in seventeen hours 2,00 inches fell. 

f From this period the statementv ate made ftom the returns of a 
new rain gage ; and as the former instrument Was old, it may per- 
haps have ted to some slight incorrectness in the computations pre* 
ceding the above dates. 

t On the 4th of this month the thermometer stood at 16^ at nine 
o*clock A. M. It Is to be understood therefore, that all the heights 
in the foregoing table, both of the barometer and thermometer, have 
been taken at the same regular hour, viz* each day at two o'clock, 
P. M. 
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Boil. Th£ 9oil ofthis parish is naturally fertile. Tkat 

tract ot country along the banks of the Lagan is 
most deserving of attention ; and for its unconunon 
beauty and fertility has not escaped observation 
even in a county survey. It comprehends the two 
townlands of Upper and Lower Malone, and con- 
sists of a ridg^ of low hills, commencing at Drum- 
bridge, the southern extremity of the parish, and 
terminating within about half a mile of Belfast ; 
bounded on one side by the vale in which the river 
Lagan flows, and on the other by the Falls mea- 
dows. The prevailing soil is a rich sandy loam, 
Vith a substratum of clay. They are both of a 
reddish tinge, and fitted, with proper knowledge, 
for the production of some of the best and most 
profitable crops which an Irish soil can possibly 
yield. The small gentle hills, rising in continual 
but irregular succession , forming the prominent and 
peculiar feature of fliis district, are not composed of 
the same fine sand, but of a species of coarse gravel, 
which is also interspersed more or less through every 
part of the parish. In the Falls meadows, which 
are low in situation, and nearer the mountains, the 
soil is chiefly formed of a black vegetable mould, 
which yet in many places approaches to the consis- 
tency of bog. This however soon disappears ; and 
along the base of these high hills, which extend from 
one end of the parish to the other, the most general 
characteristic of the soil is clay, not however with- 
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out frequent traces of that dark coloured earth which 
is found in the Falls. On the mountains also the 
cday is frequently seen, and eren there It is* often 
rich, deep, and occasionally intermixed with a 
strong^ stony gravel ; but on most of them, parti- 
cularly towards their summits, the light and boggy 
soil predominates, evidtotly capable, in many 
places, of eonsideraUe itnprovement.- 

Surfaee^ Mountains, Minerahgyy S^c. 

BsFOkE a proper account can be giren of the ge- sarfiu^ 
neral appearance and mineralogy of this parish, it 
will be necessary to describe its surface, together 
with the condition of the mountains which it con- 
tains. Its surface then might, without much inac- 
curacy, be compared to that of the kingdom of Scot- 
land, as to its division into Highlands and Low- 
lands. The extent too occupied by each, is perhaps 
nearly equal, a diversity that not only renders its 
general appearance, in every respect, more varied, 
but forms the 'means of communicating tiiat beauty 
and roggedne^s for which this district is so pecu- 
liarly attractive. The lower part is a fertile and 
beautiful tract of country, extending along the ri- 
ver Lagan and the bay of Carrickfergus, the whole 
length of the parish. Its breadth from the Lagan 
to the base of the mountains is upwards of two 
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inikM, and from the sea to the same mtunl boiiB- 
dary, geaerally one mile. This^ bowoTer^ will per- 
haps be considered ratbar an arbitrary distinction^ 
theasoent coasmencing almost from tbebeadi, on 
one side, and tbe Falls read on the other, Thesw* 
face even of this low ground presents different Ta* 
rieties. The townlands of Upper and Lower Ma- 
lone along the rivar lagan are eomposed of a se- 
ries of gentle bills, already noticed in the descrip- 
tion of the soil, which bestow on it a most pleasing 
and singular appearance. The FaBs meadows, 
which lie neaier the mountains, are low and marshy; 
being in winter entirely deluged by the rains, and 
principally employed in raising hay, for which they 
are well adapted. From the ajqpearance of tins part 
of the parish, there is every reason to believe, that 
at one period it has been an inlet of the sea. Nu- 
merous banks of oyster, cockle and oth^ marine 
sheUs, sometimes of extraordinary size, are found 
in these meadows. In the immediate neighbour^ 
l|ood of the mountains, that irregularity of sur- 
face observed at the Lagan is again perceivable ; 
though from iU in£erior cultivation, it presents not 
the same rich and delightful scenery. The swdk 
indeed are much larger, and continue increasing to 
the mountains, which at length rise very abruptly. 
The Black mountain is most remarkable for the 
abruptness of its ascent, the inequalities at Squire's 
hill and Mount Gilbert being rather furrows in the 
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kw«r pttfto of ikme noiuilaiK^ tbm any cbaracte- 
vbtie of <he snrftuse. Tkai part of ihe jfmA be- 
tween ttie sea and the Care UIl i» likewiae uncrea 
and imgakffy aad is boanded fram &a iowa of Be)- 
fintio Gteanciaallf , by a ateep bank twenty or thirty 
ieet in bof^V i^^^Ucb^nuis for tlaa distanoe paraUd 
with &a bay^aad is in uvaa» places only a few 
yank diatani froai it* Moat of the handsome coani^ 
try seats idong <ke Acre ure buiH oo thk bank, 
1f]del| e3^;eenday howerer, much farth^ than the ex- 
tremity of the parifth. f ts origin eannot be well 
oapbiined; bat it is generally supposed to bare 
been as ancient sea mark. That district bordering 
on tipe pamhes of Derriaghy, Templepatrick and 
CamiQQney^iB of very considerable deyatioa/ being 
the desofmdkig ridges of the Blaek mountain, 
Ca^ft lull Siid CaTc ^0. It partakes of all the dba- 
raters of a mountmndus country \ and, except in 
that part which adjoins Carnmoney, where the fields 
are well cnltiyatedythe hons^ substantial and com- 
fortable, is in a ameh less improTing condition than 
any other part of the parish. 

The monntoins extend the w^ole length of the uounuim. 
parish^ forming a very extensive chain,in some places 
upwards of two miles in breadth. They compose 
the prindpal part of a connected line of hills, which 
stretches from Colin mountain to the Knockagh. 
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The Black jnountain is the mgat soaflbvrard of tkiwe 
in this parish, and separated from Gofin, which* 
principally belongs to Derriagfay, by a -deep and 
beautiful Talley. It forms an .unbroken range of 
about three mfles in length, of whidi the highest 
part is 1040 feet above the level q£ Belfast Loiigk. 
From the h<Hrthem side of this hill, aftor passing a 
level tract for upwards of a mile, there rises a smn- 

DeriiL mit of considerably greater elevation, called Dem, 

which is 1475 feet above the sea, an altitude that 
is only surpassed by two mountains in this county. 
At the distance of a few miles the ciunmakiding heiglit 
to which Devis towers above the Black moimtatn is 
very conspicuous, an effect which is not so distinctly 
seen o^ a n^r approach. An extensive highiract 
called Wolf hill connects, in a smnicircular form, the 
northern part of Devis with the next elevation , wUcfa 
is denominated the Squire's hill. The load from 
Belfast to Antrim passes over the former ttf these, 

sqniie'khiD. which is cultivated to the top. Squire's hill is 1170 
feet in height, and between it and the Cavehillisara- 
vine^f great beauty, fertilized by one of those serpen, 
tine rivulet« which nature has here so plentifully pro^ 
duced. MacAi-ts' Fort, which is on the summit of the 

d^tm. Cave hfll, is 1064 feet above the level of the sea, 
though this mountain is by far the most picturesque 
of the whole number. • 
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With the exdaption of DeViv, these mountains are 
all in dne firont range, and to the mineralogist few 
8p«^y perlups 'in the world, aflford a greater fariely 
of afspearaaieeg within so limited a space. There is 
a part . of DeTis, called Mount Gilbert, wliich is oSSSt. 
nearly in a regular and correspbndihg line with the 
hills already mentioned. It sa 'genen^y Jooked 
upon, however,' as a continuation of that iriountain,' 
though the line of separation is Tery distinctly 
marked. The back part of the CaVe hill receives 
the [name of ColiU'-ward, while between it and 
Squire^s UU stands another mountain of nearly equal 
elevationj called Higfatown hill. Bordcniifg.on the ggf***^ 
parish of Templepatrick is a very long ridge called 
Glen hill. The mountains, however, which are situ- oinun. 
ated in the more inland parts of. the -parish bM en- 
tirely incapable of exciting that uncommon interest 
which so greatly distinguishes the north eastern 
sides of those that front the sea and the river. The 
region of rock has disappeared, and is succeeded by 
a soU, sometimes of dangerous softness. It is cer- 
tainly, therefore, one cause of the superioiity in agri- 
culture which the former has acqwed over die lat- 
ter, that the limestone soil is better qualified for 
such improvanent than the moory ground which so ' 
frequently occurs at Glen hill^ and the other moun- 
tains in that direction. 
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m very iiii|«f£Mst. ai^tiiMi oui be SortmA of Ae rad 
•tete of the munevoufl mowitetiMi mrbidi k nwHiiwg 
In 0Mi»]^aces there me fe^eb aad irollhiB ef iwf 
eODBideraUe extent, ptoduetng abiuidboitljra oeeprse 
natoral gram ; in other plaoee boge of gmt use 
end depths whidi present, a ivSId «nd ^beaey «p« 
pearaaee.. The switniftt of Devie ie. entirdy ueui 
posed of. a deep turf bof;« The Black meontaia 
hae in general a firmer surfaee^ and ie mach mmre 
steep than any of the oth«Ps. S<iaire^s hUL and 
Cave hiU are more sloptng in tiior aseenl, aad the 
former, nnless where lusder cultnrey is extremely 
productiTe in a rich and YalnaUe grass. Ctanendly 
speaking, howe^er^ they are ally at least towards 
their summits, hfeak and uncaltiYated. The Cave 
hill, when canopied by a serene aad clouiAcse sky, 
is the most beautiful mountain in the parish. The 
wild thyme grows huouriantly on its sides, wluch 
are neither dry nor marshy, but in most places, ex* 
cept where imbrowned with heathy smooth aad Ter- 
dant. AH these mountains produce vast quan* 
tities of heath, generally of a low and bushy 
growth. Setting aside, however, their mineralogi- 
eal attractions, and the sublime prospects which ar- 
rest the eye from their summits, the Black mountain 
and DcYis, which are the principal, afford little else 
to repay for the wearisome ascent. But though 
they offer scarcely a single relic of antiquity^ and 
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cannot gratify a taste for rural beauty^ their aoft and 
lieathy sofl, flmr fnrrows oi unvafying bareness, will 
seem to many obseryers highly fruitful in serious 
speculatioUi and well desenring the attention of 
agricultural projectors . 

* Tnc geological structure of this range of hiUa OMiotiad 
is the same with that of the whole coast of Antrim, 
of wfaidi it forms a oontinnation. From Maogiyi- 
gan's promontory, near Lough Foyle, to Colin, the 
same rocks and mountain structure occur with lit- 
tle Tariation. Around. Belfast, the best places for 
obserration are the ravines and roclcy clifis on the 
hills, the banks of the small rivers which descend 
firmn th^n, the quarries of limestone and basalt 
which are wrought, and particularly the whole ei:- 
tent of Colin glen. 

In the following sketch of the mineralogy of this 
district, the Tarious rocks and strata are described 
in the order in which they are apparently placed, 
one above the other, beginning from the uppermost 
on the summit of the hills, and proceeding down- 
wards towards the bed of the river and lough. 



I. Basalt, under various aspects, forms the top of 
the range, and appears as a cap or covering of great 

* For the information on the Mineralogy of the parish from 
thii place to the end of the section, I am indebted to Doctor Wit- 
Uam Knighti Profeaoor of Natural Fhilsosopbj in Belfast College. 



Digitized 



by Google 



144 

tbickneM. On. tihe Cave hill it is n^rly three Imir- 
dredy and on Devis about nine hundred feet in 
de^th. 

The rocks called Basalt or Trap possess sevaral 
Tarieties of structure, and are distinguished by dif- 
ferent names. The most perfect and close grained 
Tra^ appears in the form of regular columns, as in 
one spot below the south west side of the Care hill, 
where they are laid at a small angle of inclination 
towards the mass of the mountain, and approach in 
size and regularity to those at the Giants Causeway. 
The Greenstone of these pillars is constituted of Fel- 
spar and Hornblende. Where the columnar struc- 
ture is obscure or disappears, the rock is seen in se- 
parate masses or concretions which decompose in 
spherical or rounded shapes like the coats of an oni- 
on, the external parts decaying first, and disclosing 
a harder central mass. The Iron which all basaltic 
rocks contain, seems to contribute to this disinte- 
gration. The soil wluchis thus formed is remark- 
able for fertility in all countries where it occurs. On 
the. top of Squire's and Cave hill the rock is called 
Greystone ; on the summit of Devis it is Clink- 
stone Por];Ayry. When the minerals included in the 
rock become num^ousy the aspect changes, assumes 
brownish hues, and has the names of Porphyritic 
Greenstone and Amygdaloid. All these pass by ra- 
^d transitions into one another, and into the more 
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compact and purer GreenfitoAe. On the Cave hill 
and Deris the chief enclosures are Calcareous spar^ • 
Arragonite, Green earth. Chalcedony, seyeral kinds 
of Zeolite, psurticiilarly fibrous and pulTerulent Me- 
Botype, Analcime^ cubical Zeolite or Cubicite, and 
more rarely Stillbite and Chabasie. The nodules of 
Zeolite are often so abundant on the Care hill as to 
form nearly one half of the Amygdaloid. Cayities 
or air holes of a small size, and often lined with 
Green earth or niinute crystallisations, are also abun- 
dant. Specimens of Mesotype of great beauty, biit 
BOiall^ may frequently be found ; and the Chalce- 
dony is of so good a quality as to be capable of being 
cut into sealstones or other ornaments. 

The red clay or ochreous basalt of Doctor Rir iMCtar. 
chardson^* l^hich forms so extensiTe beds at the 
grand precipices of the Giants Causeway, and which 
is . generally supposed to be an altered basalt, is 
found an the Cave hill but in a sparing quantity, 
ai^d generally in those thin seams which aret seen in 
one part ne^r the cares, and a little farther to the 
eastward below the Whin Dyke which there tra^ 
Terses the cliff. 

* The proipcct wbich Doctor Richardaoa has gif en of the Ceve 
bill in the Transaction* of the Royal Irish Academj, toI. 9, p. 49, 
will be found on inspection to be altogether Incorrect. 



Digitized 



by Google 



146 

Whin Dykes. Tbe Basaltic rock also occurs in this district un^ 
der another aspect. Long branches proceed from 
the targe masses of the mountains, and cutting 
through all the strata and beds of rock below, ap- 
pear as if bursting through them, or filling up 
fissures or rents in their substance. These are the 
Whin Dykes, which extend in some directions for 
miles, and are as remarkable for their structure, as 
fcrthe changes that they produce in the rocks which 
they trayerse in so striking a manner. 

Many obserrations have been made upon these 
Byk^s, of which the following are the principal : — 

Principd ^ ' They cut the strata at very high angles, or are 

onthOTi."**' almost vertical. 2. They are all nearly parallel to 
each other, and to those on the coast at the Giants 
Causeway. 3. Their bearing or direction is from 
south east to north west nearly. 4. The thickness 
of those around Belfast is from six to twenty *four 
feet.. 5. They do not send off branches like metallic 
veins. 6. As they do not appear to converge, no 
estimate can be formed as to the depth at which they 
terminate. 

Although their depth is unknown, yet some of 
them have been observed^ on the Antrim coast, for 
three and four hundred feet of perpendicular height. 
It therefore becomes probable^ that those which are 
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seen on both shores of Belfast Lough have a con- 
nection with those which are visible on the moun- 
tains, though fromVthe covering. of soil it is not 
easy to trace it. As the Whin Dykes pass 
through the basaltic rocks themselves^ ss Veil as 
through the subjacent strata, there has arisen an ^{^i. 
nion that they are portions of a great mass of f6(k 
which is placed both below and above all the bthisr 
beds, and which forms nearly the whole of the county 
of Antrim. But the proofs of this it is unnecessary 
to give in an account which is intended to describe 
only the principal appearances. One of the chief 
facts in support of it is,, that the beds of limestbnl^, 
clay and sandstone always dip towards the moun- 
tains, and thus on going round these, they dip to- 
wards all points of the compass.^ 

ly^£Ris the Whin Dykes fill up rents in the basal- 
tic rock itself, their appearance is less distinct than 
where they are seen cutting strata of a different 
substance from their own. At the Cave hill, A curioui 

amiearance of 

short distance above the cascade on the Mile wa- cavehS^**** 
ter, a dyke crosses the basalt, and is recogliized 
without difficulty in the bed of the rivulet; It 
splits easily into very small pillars, which are chiefly. 
of three and four sides, and from an inch to a foot 
in length. This forms the most regular structure 

• Ajnund DeTis» Cave hill, &c. the angle of dip of the Hmestobe 
H about 10**. 
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of dyke, and the small pillars lie in a horizontal di- 
rection. 

From Devis three of these Dykes descend near 
each other into the plain below. Where they cut 
through the limestone, they change it from a chalky 
to a granular aspect, like that of loaf sugar^ and ren- 
der it highly phosphorescent. The. flints near the 
junction are also altered in appearance, assuming 
light yellow and grey tints. These changes are 
«een best at Doou or Allen's >aTine, on the middle 
of the Black mountain. On the banks of Colin 
water, above the glen, a Dyke passes through clay 
and hardens it ; and a similar appearance is seen on 
the Forth ri^er near Messrs. StCYcnson's manufac- 
tory. 

The Whin Dykes seen on the beach between Cul- 
tra and Holywood pass through the red sandstone, 
and appear to be continued under the bed of the 
Lough to the opposite shore, near Macedon. Above 
Carrickfergus, on the Woodburn river, there are al- 
so two Dykes. 

Pieces of Wood Coal, (Lignite or Surturbrand) 
have been occasionally found on the hills above Bel- 
fast, and have given rise to several attempts to dis- 
cover mines of coal. Borings have been carried on 
at several times, but hitherto without success. The 
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last triai'was inade on the banks of the Mile water, 
aboTe JennymEMnt. At BallyinacreVan/half'Wiiy 
between Glenavy and Lough Neagh, two shafts 
were stink to the depth of sixty feet to obtain the 

Wood Coat; bnt the design wais not continued. ' 

«•» .. '. .»•. t ' 

This Wood Coal is the same with that which' has 
been' quaHried for some years at Port Notfer and 
oilier parts of the Giants Causeway. It' is found 
there in seams of from two inches to five feet in 
thidknei^s. The texture of the wood remains dis- 
tinct, and is like that of fir. As no coal but only 
thid altered wood has been found near Belfast, it is 
hot probable that there is any deposit of tnie coal in ^^^ 
this district. This opinion is strengthened by the bS^^''^ 
existence of so large a tract of basaltic rocks, and 
the confinement of the limestone and sandstone 
strata tb a comparatively small extent. The lime- 
stone, tdo,of this district is ofa nature very difierent 
firom ibait which has been hitherto found in connec- 
tion with extended coal countries, and even in the 
mine at Ballycastle, the formation of true coal is lo- 
cal, broken, and perhaps nearly exhausted. - 



II. The Limestone, which is placed immediately 
below the basaltic rock, and in contact with it, is of 
a peculiar kind, and is universally acknowledged to 
differ from the chalk of the>outh of England, only 
by its superior hardness, while it corresponds with 
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it ia other characters, and in the nature of the flints 
and organic remains -which it contains. 

The line of junction between the Limestone and 
Basalt is generally irregular. The thickness of the 
beds of the former rock is between two and three 
ite deration huudrcd fcct. Thc clcTation of the upper part of 
this mass above the seci is Tarious at different 
places ; in Colin glen and on the eastern slope of 
Deyis it is about 500 feet ; on the Caye hill 768 ; 
on Cammoney hill and the Knockagh^ considerably 
lower. At the Whitehead it nearly .keeps the level 
of the sea, and as it proceeds around the shore to- 
wards the Causeway, 13 s^n in many spots emerjg- 
ing from the waves, 

iu«*i<mr,&e. . The Limestouc is either perfectly white or very 
slightly tinged with yellow. Thin veins pf calca- 
reous spar traverse its substance, and are most fre- 
quent in the lower beds. Small nodules of iron py- 
rites are a rarer occurrence, but the most remarka- 
ble enclosure is a great number of nodules of flint, 
which are arranged in regular horizontal beds, placed 
at distances generally between two and three feet 
from each other. In the lowest beds very few flints 
are observed; in the highest they are most abun- 
dant, and at the top or junction are collected toge- 
ther in a confused manner along with the red clay or 
ochre, which forms the bottom of the basaltic rocks. 
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The flints are of (he usual appearance, mostly of dark 
grey and black colours. . Where the Whin Dykes 
pass near them, they assume light yellow and ash- 
coloured tints. Many of a fine red hue are also 
found, chiefly in the beds that are nearest the top. 
Others are distinguished by peculiar shapes, indicat- 
ing' that they have .existed formerly as organic Mol- 
lusca, chiefly of the geniis Alcyonia. The largest 
nodules, known by the name of Paramoudra,* are 
from ten to twenty-four inches in length, and have 
also been supposed to beian organic remain, particu- 
larly from the mode in which they are seen connect- 
ed in a quarry near Moira, where they are arranged 
in a kind of chain. The chief organic remains in the chief organic 

^ remains in 

limestone quarries around Belfast are the following, *«"»«■*<»•• 
most of which occur also in the flints : — Belem- 
nite^ of the true kind, very common, and mostly pe- 
trified by calcareous spar, more rarely by flint. 
Echinus scutatus, and E. cidaris mamillata. Te- 
rebratula vulgaris, and T. sulcata. Ammonites, 
rare, but of very large size. 

III. The Limestone rests on the Mulatto, a rock Muktt». 
o( which the constitution is much varied in dif- 
ferent parts « It is ge^ierally a congeries of grains « 
of sand in a cement of the white limestone, having 
disseminated through its substance many small 

* Tire derivation of this word is imknown* The worlcaen in the 
quarries give them the ezpressiYe name of vng blocks. 
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spedoi of green eardi. But IhesiEoeaiis oiattcri^ 
•ometiiiies not a tenth paiiof <be fodi; nUIeia 
other phuxs, large nodules ofqvarta gm it Ae as- 
pect of a oongfemerate <H* ]^ompnddflig stone. It 
is often trarened by com pre s sed ^veins of calcareoan 
spar, and may be found in beds of tarions lhick«* 
ness. It is seen best in Cofin glen and at White* 
well quarry. 

^JS^g^ The 3Inlatto corresponds with the gree n sand- 
^Srf °*" stone found in England under die chalk.* It ccm- 
tains many enclosed fossils, among which the folr 
lowing are found in Cofin Glen : — ^Bd^nnites, Os- 
trea Crista Galli, Ostrea Edulis, Area Glydmeris^ 
Pecteu Varia, Anomia Gry]^us, Mytilns Crista 
Galli, Mytilus] liibophagus, Dentalium hexangOr 
lum ; and some unascertained spedes of Echinus^ 
Venus, and Cardium. 

IV . The last bed rests immediately on a coarse 
blueish limestone, impregnated with mudh clay, and 
alternately with thin strata of slate clay. The thick- 
ness of the whole is variable, and in Cdin glen, 
where the best section of it may be seen, is. in one 
place nearly thirty feet. It is the same roek which 
in England receives the name of Lias lumestone. 
At Colin glen tbe fissures in it sometimes, contain 
-the substanoe called mountain leather, a variety, of 

* The Bftine of Mulatto U dorivcd from its qpcckled appearance. 
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Asb^tu9. It abounds in petrifactions , pai*tidularljr ^J^^^ 
Ammonites and Gryphites, wUich, with the' remaincT ^* 
of joints of Pentacfinites/ often constitute a Tery 
g^eat part of its slaty texture. 

V. Under the Lias Limestone, and lower down, ifuie. 
on the banks of the Colin, Forth, and Mile water 
rirers, are fouifd thick beds of red and variegated 
Marie, containing much clay, and including bedel of 
gypsum or sulphat of lime. The latter always oc- 
curs in the form of alabaster, often of a delicately Autvater. 
white fibrous structure, and sometimes in perfectly 
transpareift crystals, or Selenite. The beds of clay 
tary ia the vicinity of Belfast from forty to one 
hundred feet in thickness. Salt springs occur in 
ihem, particularly near Carrickfergus ^ but no strata 
of rock salt have been found. 

Vl. The rock which appears lowermost is Sand- saoditbiie. 
Atoiie^ of which the general colour is reddish, often 
varied with grey tintsy and containing layers and 
round masses of clay. The thickness of the Sand- 
stone is considerable. Itha^ been pierced for wells 
to the depth of eighty or a hundred, and for coals 
to fifve hundred feet. It may be considered as the 
rock which forms the greater part of the valley, both 
of the Lough below Belfast, and of the river above as 
far as Moira. In the bill of Scrabo, this Sandstone is 

V 
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wroQghtextensifelyatihe White Quarry, wh^c the 
layers of day often hear impressions like fliose of 
compressed reeds. From this intermixture of a soft* 
er substance the stone heeomei of inferior qua- 
lity.* 

i^iai VII . Where the other strata appear near the sur- 

face, they are coTcred by beds of Alluvial materials, 
which are diiefly a coarse grayd. For some miles 
on the banks of the Lagan, particularly above and 
below Shawns bridge, these present undulations of 
remarkable depth and steepness whidi give rise to 
beautiful varieties of scenery. 

HMd Buti. On the shore of Belfast Liough, particularly near 
Carrickfergus, are found numbers of hazel nuts, of 
which the kernels are changed into calcareous spar, 
while the woody substance of the shells remains un- 
altered. They do not differ in appearance from re- 
cent nuts. They are found in connection with turf, 
and have been supposed to indicate the remains of 



* It hat t»«eii doubted whether the stnditone an the eonetj of 
Down be the same with that en the Antrim tide. The saodttooe of 
3a«bo, however ,caD be traced to Ncw,towBavda,aDd it evidently of the 
same nature with that of the yatley of the Lagan. Oa the Dowm 
tide, it extends to Holy wood and Cultra ; on the Antrim to Wood- 
^turn, and at far as Cattle Chichester ia Island Magee. Aej at- 
Umpto, however, which have hitherto been made to quarry this va* 
laabie atone in the Belbtt mountaint have not been proaeolted. The 
last trial was made at Ringan't Point, on the shore of the lough^ 
nearly two milet ftom Belfittt^ only about a year agQ» biuil has aiace 
been given up. 
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an ancient forest, «ttbmerged at a former era like 
those lately explored on the eoasts of Lincoln and 
Somerset shires. 

In the alluTial soil around Belfast no remains of 
the ancient dk, so common in other parts of Ireland^ 
haYe yet been discovered, as far as is known. 

The ffeneral nature of the Down side of the envi- G«oiogi<»i 

^ nature of the 

rons of Belfast may be briefly stated. The chief ^^lJSX^ 
raek m that county extends over large tracts, and 
receiTes the name of Grey Waeke, and when slaty, 
as it frequentiy is, of Grey Wacke shistus. The 
latter covers a great part of the Ards and Castle* 
reagh ; and when easily separated into thin plates, 
is wrought extensively for roofing slate. At C ul- 
tra a coarse variety of drawing elate, and flint slate, 
oecurtf in this rock, along with a limestone, contain- 
ing magnesia. Sul];rtiuret of lead, accompanied by 
white Sulphate of Barytes, is foimd at Conligg 
hill, between Bangor and Newtownards, and a mine 
was wrought there but has been long abandoned. 

Tjie Lagan forms a pretty exact boundary be- 
tween these diff^^ent beds of rock, in the counties of 
Down and Antrim. Some Grey Wacke shistus is 
however found on the western banks of that river ; 
and on the other side Scrabo is a basaltic eminence 
of 1S3 feet in height, where the Greenstone which is 
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Been on the top, and for one hundred and fifty feei 
on He slope, does not differ from that on the Antrim 
mountains, although the hills inunediately around 
it iare of Grey Wacke slate. . A large Whin Dyke 
from the bas^tio rock of Scrabo, cuts the sandstmie 
in the quarry below, presenting, appearances simibe 
to those which haye been already described.* 

Villaffes, Houses, Roads, Bridges, Waters, Sfc. 

YiikgM. Except Belfast, this parish contains nt> towns or 

.villages of any consequence. Thore are indeed se- 
Teral straggling hamlets, which, in oth^ situations, 
might merit partictdar attention, but in fliis popu- 
lous district, where some of the roads are almost con- 
tinued streets, th^y can scarcely be considiered wor- 
tthy of a yery minute account. When these houses, 
howcTer, are more than usually contiguous, they 
^ay properly be termed villages, and as such must 
not be omitted. On the Carrickfergus road, about 
three miles from BeUast, is a village called White- 
house, remarkable as the place where King William 
and Duke Schombergmet in 1690 ; and distinguished 
at present by an appearance of uncommon industry 
and comfort, greatly to be attributed to the exten- 

* The only information, it is probable, wbicb can be added to the 
foregoing scientific account of the Geology of Belfatt parish and 
its neighbourhood, is to notice ^tbe traces of manganese discovered 
some time ago near Dunmnrrj. The place was examined b^ several 
scientific gentlemen, and wrought for some time. It was found, how. 
ev#r, to be of an iirpure qtiality, though, perhaps, it is &tiU wenhy» 
and will probably be the subject, of future perseverance. 
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sWe cotton print works in its neighbourhood, 
Wbitehouse contains a Lancasterian school, but 
behi^ just at the limits of this parish, belongs with 
the exception of a yery few houses to that of Cari^T 
money. Less than a quarter of a mile jiearer Bislfast, 
and on the same road, is another village of smaller 
extent, but still deserving some notice on account of 
the vast quantity, of limestone which is conveyed 
from it both to Scotland and the opposite coast of 
Down . The place is called the Limestones, signi- 
ficant of this circumstance. On the Shankill or An- 
trim road^ and at the distance of one mile from Bel^ 
fast, there is a collection of thirty or forty cabins^ 
which may however be nearly considered a suburb of 
the town, being now almost united to it by the great 
number of houses whicli have been lately built be* 
tween the two places. A cluster of very neat and 
comfortable cottages on the Falls road has received 
the name of Anderson's Town, forming in its ap-* 
pearance a striking contrast with the village of 
Hannahstown, which is situated five miles hom Bel- 
fast, in the valley between the Black mountsdn and 
Colin. This place, which contains a small Roman 
Catholic Chapel, was till lately an assemblage of 
wretched cabins ; but it is now, as well asthe ad- 
jacent land, undergoing great and rapid improve- 
ments. In different parts of the parish, especially 
towards the mountains, there will be found many 
Iproups of cottages, often in lonely and pictur^que 



Digitized 



by Google 



158 

situations, too insignificant to have acquired names, 
and too numerous to be here particularised^ The 
numerous bleach greens and cotton works in the vi- 
cinity of Belfast are generally surrounded with 
houses, for the convenience of those who are em- 
ployed in them. Many of these are c^ Tsry consi- 
derable extent, greatly contributing to the populous 
and tluriving appearance of those parts of the coun- 
try in whidi they occur. 

Houieaofthe ^^^ Wealth and importance of the gentry of this 
parish may very justly be inferred from the number 
of handsonie country seats wliidi it contains. These 
are most numerous on the road which runs close by 
the bay from Belfast to Carrickfergus ; and which 
presents, on both sides, objects of great and varied 
attraction. They are all built upon commanding 
eminences, and from their situation, from the plant- 
ing, and other improvements with which they are 
surrounded, add much to the beauty of one of the 
most admired districts^ in this county. The finest 
bouse on this road, or perhaps in the parish, is Park- 
mouot, built by the late Mr. Cairns, on or near, the 
site of a residence, or hunting lodge, formerly be- 
longing to the Donegall family. Low Wood, Mr. 
Robinson's ; Mount Vernon, the lat^ Mr. Adair's ; 
Fort William, Mr. Langtry's ; Grove, Mr. Simms ; 
GreenmouDt, 3Ir. Bell's, are likewise extremely 
conspicuous, as much for their beauty as for the fine 
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and ornamental situations in which they are buiit, 
many of the proprietors having displayed Tery great 
taste both in their houses and enclosures. On the 
New Lodge Road, there are three fine houses, but 
rather in a confined extent; Old Park, Mr. Lyons*; 

-, Mr. Crawford^s ; Lodge, Mr. Magee*s. On 

the Shankill or Antrim road there are also several 
country seats well descrying obserration. The prin- 
cipal are Wheatfield, Mr. Blair's ; and Glenbank, 
Mr. Grogan's. The proprietors of the several 
Ueachgreens and [cotton works in the parish have 
roost frequently houses attached to them. This is 
the case on the Falls, where Springfield, Mr. Ste- 
venson's ; Suffolk, Mr. M^Cance's, and Glenville, 
the late Mr. Stouppe's, are particularly observable, 
as much for the appearance of the edifices, as the 
numb^ of outhouses, (chiefly employed in the prepa- 
ration of linen or cotton,) and the many other striking 
improvements which surround them. Though the 
houses on the Malone road are perhaps -scarce- 
ly so numerous, nor the views so varied as 
those on the Shore, the richness of the country, and 
the superior cultivation, make up the deficiency. 
On the latter, the houses are built in the mo- 
dem style ; but in Malone, if we may judge from 
the outward appearance, at least of some of them, 
and their long straight avenues, they must have been 
standing a considerable time. The following, how- 
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ever, are in general new, and most to be admii'ed 
for their extent and elegance: Strandmills, Mr. 
Black^s ;. New Forge^ Mr; RnssePs ; Malone 
House, Mr. Legge^s ; B^Iydi^ain, Mr. Younghus- 
band^s ; and on the Falls, Beechmount, Mr. 
Vance*s.* With respect, however, to the houses, 
it must be mention^, that although those which 
have been selected are certainly the principal, all the 
roads in the neighbourhood of Belfast, both pablic 
and private, display a succession of country resi- 
dences evincing mbre or less taste and beauty, but 
affording ample proofs, not only of the wealth of this 
great commercial and manufaoturing parish^ but df 
the manner in whidi that wealth is often and pro- 
p«rly employed. 

The farm-houste in this place partake of the com- 
fort so perceivable and so gratifying in those of the 



* CtUDtnore, Mr. ToapletonV, is r«iiitrltable $a being inott pro. 
bably the oldest house in the parish, having been built, it is said, in 
the reign of EHsabeth* It is one of the places at which King V^iU 
liam stopped in his route through this country ; and though it is ge- 
nerally thought that he remained here a night, there is no positiTe 
tradition, or other testimony, to countenance this opinion* It is* bow- 
ever, by no means impossible, as, until very lately, a bed of a gorgeous 
and stately appearance was shown, and said to baye been that on 
which the King reposed. Mr. Eccles, the owner of the bouse at that 
time, and the great grandfather of Dr. Blacic, the celebrated chaniist, 
on being asked what compensation he would accept for his hospita- 
lity, resigned any favour of this kind to his son, who was accordingly 
. presented with a considerable situation in the Custom House of Dub- 
lin. The only relic which is now preserved of the royal viiit, is a jdg 
of earthen. ware of antique workmanship, out of which the King 
drank. 
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gentry. ' They are usually low, and thatched with 
atraw, but at the saiqe tim^ white, clean and com-^ 
modious. Those in Malonej which are chiefly oc- 
cupied by ihe desceiidanta of English Btiilefm, are 
particularly admired for their extjfeme beauty and 
neAtnesa. Many of tihem.are accompanied widi 
small gardens or oi^ards, and certainly form one 
of the principal attractions of a district which is pos- 
aesaed of many great^ but almost indescribable 
(Afurms^ Though the appiearance of the bouses along 
the public road wiil pMve, in most eases, the truth 
of pvLch statements^ the jHrivatei roada in Ujq^ 
and Lowei; Malc^e, iU the neighbouring parish oC 
Drumbeg, and in great part of D^rriaghy, are in- 
habited by a race of people^ denoting' not only ii;^ the 
rappearanoe of their habitations> and in their names, 
a diSst&tt ori^n from their neighbours, but inherit- 
ing a marked disposition far cleanliness and com- 
fort, which forms one of the best and most distin- 
guishable charactoristios in the peasantry of a coun- 
try. Whether it is to be attributed to the mfluence 
of this example, it is certain that many parts of the 
Falls, as well as the odier districts in the vicinity of 
Malone, display abundant proofs of similar inolina'- 
tbna. Th^re are great numbers of farm houses in 
these places, which, for neatness and even elegance, 
might {MTobably be put in <;ompetition wUh any other 
dwellings, occupied by the same class of people in the 
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most improTed part of these kingdoms. Much of tius cb 
certainly to be ascribed to that tastcf for planting which 
has become so general ; but due praise must akobe 
given to the desire so strongly manifested of enjoy- 
ing, together with persona) comfort, the admiration 
of Hhe passing trarellen Though the farm houses in 
the higher parts of the parish generally assume a 
less inviting aspect, there aare many along the base 
of the mountains which would lose nothing by com- 
parison. They also are white, clean, and' well en- 
closed ; and the proprietors of sudi houses always 
appear to be in a more prosperous condition than 
their less careful neighbours. 

cottagM. Under the head of cottages are' included the 

houses of those, who labour for the moi^ 'extensive 
farmers. These are numerous, and few; eft none of 
them, at least in the low country, in so miserable 
a condition as those which are frequently to be found 
even in this county. On the mountains, indeed, 
they. are often wretched hovels, but in Malone and 
the other improved parts of the parish, equal in 
many instances, except in point of size, the farm 
houses already described. Some of them, are formed 
of clay, but theise are old ; for in this parish, wh^e 
stones are so extremely plentiful, the use of such a 
material for building has been entirely abandoned. 
They, therefore, who form their opinion of all Ire- 
land from the accounts which have been written of 
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tbe wretdied abodes of the. peasantry in the south, 
where one apartment wiU accommodate a swarm pf 
■uaerableinmatesywith apig ora cow, if rich enough . 
to possess such a treasure, and ope entrance serve 
for the admission of the pure sdr, and. the egress of 
the curling smoke, will experience a complete, no 
doubt a pleasing disappointment, to find here not 
only a total reverse among the most indigent cot- 
ters, but in the farm houses a nearer approach to 
the condition, of those in a neighbouring kingdom, 
occupied by that great bulwark of the state, the yeo- 
manry of England, than any other part of this couu - 
try it is probable can exhibit. It is also proper to 
remark, that the houses of every kind are so blend- 
ed, thfit it might, in many cases, be difiicult to as- 
certain to which of the foregoing classes any oue in 
paurticular should properly be referred. The cot- 
tager of this district might boast of a better habita- 
tioOrthan the farmer of another parish, and the far- 
mer might display a prouder mansion than many 
who receive the title of country squires. 

Few places in Ireland contain finer roads than Boad«. 
this. parish, whether we consider their original struc- 
ture, the excellent repair in which they arc kept, or 
the beautiful scenery with which tbey are adorned. 
The Malone or Lisburn road is most distinguished 
for all these excellencies. Not being sufficiently le- 
vel, however, for general convenience, or the «in- 
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creasing trade of th^ oouHtry, a new road, whieii 
eompletfAy pliTiates these diBadyantageB, has latdy 
been matte between Bel£ut and Lisburn. It is 
nearer the mountains thad the former, and oontinues 
almost three miles witiiin the limits of this pari|ifa« 
The Camckfergus or Shore road, which runs along 
the bay, is likewise, in every respect, extremdy eoiD-« 
modious. The Falls and ShankiS roads (at least ao 
far as they extend ii| this parish) are alim), though 
near the mountains, fine and spacious. They are 
all furnished with footways, an accommodation, 
which, though of late introduction, yields to none 
in point of utility. For the excellent condition in 
which these roads are kept, w^ afe, in a great mea- 
sure, indebted to those extensiye quarries of whin 
stone found near the mountains, than which a better 
or more durable substance could not possibly be pro- 
cured. A kind of slaty stone was formerly used for 
this purpose, which from its softness frequently ten- 
dered the roads in winter almost impassable. No 
such inconrenience attends the whin stone, so that 
it is now justly and uniyersally preferred.* The 
private roads in the lower parts of the parish are 
composed of the same material, and are equally ser-^ 
viceable. Though those on the mountains^ too, have 



* This tccoant ntttt weeto the toon strikrog, when it is knowa, 
th«t so' lately rt the juar I7S7, on an applfeation for the establish- 
mcnt of a mail coaeh between Belfast and Dublin, an answer was re- 
turned, that Mich m design, in the present sUta of the roads, would be 
impracticable, . . i i . / . . . 
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fimilar a47^ntage9y thar steepi^ew reactors them 
less capable ef improveiiiieiit, and tliey mnain, aadf 
perhaps will long opotimiey ragged aad irregular. 

T^^RE is scarcely aBy ftiD grown timber is ibis ^004. 
parish, but a vast quantity of young plantatioQ. It 
preserres, howeyer, several evident proofs that it 
Was once, particularly the mountains, overgrown 
with trees. Remains of suefa a kind are oceasipnaliy 
foiind in il^ bogs, and many of the old inhabitants 
remember groves of considerable extent, where not 
a vestige of sudi at.present exists. It is nqt many 
years since there was a large plantation of old ash 
trees at the Deer Park on the Cave hill. There was 
formerly an extensive wood, principally consisting 
of oaks, readiing from May's market, in Relftist, to 
the Lagan, and along the bank of that river to tl^e 
present New Bridge.* The gentry here bave a 
great and laudable desire for planting ; in conse- 
quence of which the parish is extremely well stodked 
with young and ^onrisliing trees, ^n the low coun- 
try, there is scarcely a house, eyen among those 
which might be considered as belonging to the in* 
ferior classes of the people, which is not protected or 
embellished, more of less, with the tali ash or the hum- 
ble saUow ; and the inhabitants pf all ranks seem to 



• M^ny of the old inbabiunts recollect tbis wood, wbich was prin* 
cipatly remarkalile for ifac g^eat numbf^ of twatis Wbich built their 
heats io it. ^ 
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be fully stiMkible of the advantages of a a^t^m 
irhich ttnites usefulness with ornament. With the 
farmers inthemountainous parts of the paridi, tWe 
are too many exceptions to this ; a much greater 
number undoubtedly than in the course of a few 
years may justly be anticipated. 

Thb most important article under the head of 
bridges is the celebrated Long Bridge of Belfast. 
Its foundation iras laid in 1682 ; but, on account of 
of Beifitft the irar, and other causes, it was not entirely finished 
for several years aft^ that time. In 1689, the bridge 
was much weakened by Duke Schomberg's cannon 
being drawn over it ; seven of the arches fell in 
1692 ; and a few years after it was farther injured 
by a ship which was violently driyen against the 
piers. Aft^ having undergone proper repair?, and 
to prevent the recurrence of this last accident, i^n qvr 
der was issued by the corporation of Belfast, that 
no vessel should lip at anchor to the southward of the 
dock, and that such as were stationed north of it 
should be well moored, on pain of a penalty of forty 
shillings each tide. The Long Bridge cost, accord- 
ing to some accounts, <£7000 ; but from other state- 
ments the expence of its erection is made to amount 
to c£l2,000. It has been conjectured, that this lat- 
ter sum includes the rebuilding of the seven arches. 
Its length is 2562 feet, 1722 of which are de^d 
work. The number of arches is twenty-one. Se- 
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Veral of these have been clpsed, and the others are 
extremely unequal in size. Very considerable sums 
haye at different times been laid on the county for 
keeping in repair the ^^ Great Bridge of Belfast/^ 
as it is styled in the Orand Jury Book.^ From 
whateyer cause it has arisen also, great doubts haye 
long been entertained and expressed as ta its stabi- 
lity. In the year 1744, Mr. Harris speaks of the 
injuries ivhich it had sustained from the lYinter 
floods, and the danger which attended seyeral large 
chasms in the arches. By another sunreyor in 1817 
a similar account was made of its dilapidated con- 
dition, and a yery general belief of its insecurity was 
occasioned. From a still later examination, how- 
ever, it was reported that these statements were 
incorrect, and that more danger is to be appre- 
hended from the extreme narrowness of this bridge, 
(which is only twenty -two feet wide) than from any 
other cause. To remedy this inconvenience, it was 
proposed that a rail way on each side for foot 
passengers should be made. The committee ap- 
pointed by the respective grand juries for carrying 
this design into effect made a report, that it would 
be expedient to postpone such an improvement for a 

• From tbe same authority it appears, that there were formerJy 
stairs at tbe Long Bridge. In 1712, when mentioning several alte- 
rations, it is added ; " and that the sUirs, or landing place, on the 
north side of the west end of the said bridge be preserved, as they 
we buUt at the charge of the two countys, as they now stand, with 
liberty to repair the same, in like manner as the side walls afore* 
9Ma» 
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time ; but tkit the other repairs^ ttieli as raisini;: the 
'pavement and strengthening the arches, should be 
proceeded on. It seems, however, to be the more 
general opinion, that a new bridge is reqidred, and 
various statements and arguments have been brought 
forward in the public papers to shew the necessity of 
such a measure. Two plans, one for «£l7/)00 a»d 
the other for <£-23,000, have be^n svibmitted to the 
public, and from the comparatively reai^nable nature 
of these estimates, it is probable that a new and mere 
*elegant structure may shortly.be erected, as those 
who have the power are understood to have taken the 
subject into their consideration. 

N«r Bridge. The Ncw Bridge also crosses the Lagan at Cro- 
mac, about a mile from Belfast, and has not been 
standing more than eight years. It consists of se- 
ven arches, and presents from a distance rather a 
handsome appearance. It was very tedious in the 
construction, several arches, at different periods, 
having fallen ; and another bridge, which stood in 
the same place, fell altogether some years ago. 



8baw*f Shawns Bridge liliewise crosses the Lagan three 

Bridge. 

miles from Belfast, and is much stronger than those 
whidi are commonly found on private roads. This 
bridge is of some antiquity, and was built with the 
ruins of an old castle in the neighbourhood. There 
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away by a ^cat flood in the year 1700. 

Besides these there are several others of less im- 
IK>rt^nce. There is one of three arches over the 
Blackstaif, on the Malone road, near Belfast : 

' ' ' Salt-water 

another on tiie same riyer at the Paper Mill ; three ^**8<^'&*' 
or four on the Falls, and several on the Car- 
rickfergos and ShankiU roads. The Salt-water 
bridge in, . Saady Row, Belfast, Is, perhaps, the 
oldest in the parish. So early as the year 1717, a 
presentment was made by the Grand Jury, for 
building buttresses ^^ to support the Salt-water 
bridge, near Belfast, and for other repairs about the 
said bridge.*^ 

.This parish is extr^n.ely well watered, both for Ri^c" 
beauty and for use. The Lagan forms its south 
east boundary, and, as far as that boundary extends, 
is navigable, with the assistance of five small canal 
cuts. Near the town of Belfast this river is of very Lagan. 
considerablelreadth ; in one place, upwards of 1800 
feet across, but more frequently, rather less than half 
that distance. Its breadth is contracted beside the 
town by extensive embankments on both sides ; but at 
high water, the appearance of the Lagan is extremely 
spacious and ornamental. Thebank:s are l#w, and the 
stream itself is smooth and silent in its course. 
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Though this river runs almost thirty miles, its 
breadth, except near Belfast, is not very great^ mmA 
beyond this parish the canal cuts soon become more 
numerous and capacious. 

The other rivers in the parish are inconsidarable; 
but from their situation, and their number, are not 
less useful than the Lagan. They att descend from 
vountai* ^he mountains in rapid, broken, and meandering 
courses ; being of incalculable utility, eitker in 
draining or irrigating the land, but more especially 
in CQAveying water to the mills and manufactories 
which such streams always attract to their banks. 
The numb^ of bleach greens near the mountains, 
and the artificial channels which diverge from these 
rivulets, are sufficient jNToofe of that industry and 
wealth which they are the mean» of difiusing. In 
winter they are much swelled. wHb the rains^ but 
in summer often completely dry. The principal of 
these rivers are the Colin, or the Rumbling-bum 
water, the BlackstaiT, the Milewater, and the 
Forth. These all rise in the mountiunB, and fall 
either into the Lagan, or the bay of Carrickfer- 
gus, near the town of Belfast. The main branches 
are increased with numwous tributary streams, 
all partaking of the same bold features, con- 
sisting of banks, on many occasions, remarkable for 
their height and steepness ^ in some places^ com* 
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posed of clay, and in others^ of firm or friable 
rocks. 

Thbrs are very few lakes in this pariah, and noiiQ Lakes. 
of any great magnitude. There b one in Malone, 
opposite Wilmount, which appears to b^ partly na- 
tural and partly artificial. It cont$Uns three small 
islands, and, though not large, is a considerable or- 
nament to the road which it iamiediately adtjoins. 

Op the Lagaii navigsition, there h a very impor- Lagan Na. 

▼igatiOD. 

tant part, which may properly be considered as be- 
longing to this parish, the different windings of the 
river, from tiie town of Belfast to Drumbridge, 
making a course of about siiic Irish miles. The five 
canal cuts, where the river was fqund too shaUow 
or irregular for the; purpoi^es of navigation, farm 
scarcely a 9eventh part of that distance. . The im- 
propriety in sabstitutiog any portion of a river for a 
canal has been often explained, and the effects of so 
great an error as frequently experience4, so that it 
was in contemplation for many years to make an en- 
tire new cut between Belfast and Lough Neagb, 
the advantages of which would, it is thought, over- 
balance the immense difliculties and expense with 
which it would be attended. It is probable, how- 
ever, that any great alteration in this respect is at 
present distant ; for this navigation, whatever may 
be its disadvantages, is now, and has been, for se- 
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Tcral years past, in a state of progressive improve- 
ment. The Lagan, is too small a river for the appli- 
cation of that great invention of modem times, the 
propulsion of ships bystenn; but the steam vessel 
lately built near Lough Neagh, and now in foU<ope- 
ration on that noble sheet of wai^, wflly na doubt^ 
materially add to the importanee and utility of Ihid 
navigation. 

■ « ... 

JJj^^j^ The works for opening a communication from 
Belfast to Lough Neagh were begim so eariy as the 
year 1754; but until 1809, -<ha 'Country derived no 
advantage from what should have been one of the 
principal sources of intonal prosperity.! At its oom« 
mencement, a large grant was made by the Irish 
parliament ; ten thousand powds were advanced 
by the late Marquis of Donegall and others, as a 
loan ; and an act passed for defraying the remain- 
ing cost, by duties on beer and spirits^ manufac- 
tured or brouglit into certain ^arts of Lisburn ex- 
cise district. These funds, however^ were- found 
inadequate td finish and keep in repair a canal of 
the proposed exteiit ; so that an act was made in 
ItTO, when a considerable part of the work was 
done, for incorporating those who had advanced or 
who should advance money into a company, and thus 
holding out the prospect of a profitable speculation. 
The late Marquis of Donegall contributed ^62,000 
for this purpose, which finished <tie canal from the 
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Union liocks to Lough Neagb. Ebit eyen these 
exertions werelasuffieientto ecfltopleteihe undertak- 
ing^. The works were kept in bad repliir, and b(X^ 
posedy in bo^ unfinished state^ to all the iigurie» of 
the weather, in 18QI^2hoi!i^eiTer,-aniaid>erof indi^ itepwynt 
▼idnals purdnased a oonsideiidde part of Lord Do« 
negalFs interest in this n^Tigatidn, and subscribed 
large dums'to 'render it of public and permanent ad- 
vantage. Since that time, upwards of £30fiQ0 have 
beenexpended in judicious improTements. A trtek 
way for horses has been made along a great^part ctf 
the catialy aifd the trade is now rising in importance 
and estimation* The receipts arise firem tlie tdllsy 
and a duty of four pence per gaBonxm spirits nnd^ 
the regulation already mentioned, that on beer hav- 
ing been discontinued. The principal trade is 
from Belfast to Lisbnm and Lough Neagh, four- 
teen hours being the usual time for lighters to pass 
to the former, and thirty to the latter place, where 
they are taken in tow by the steam boat, and ena« 
bled to convey with rapidity and safety the produc- 
tions of other countries to the different towns which 
lie along its shores . 

Scenery, Natural Curiosities, Sfc, 

From the account which has been given of the 
superficial appearance of tliis parish , the beauty and 
variety of its scenery may be readily conceived. To 
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a stcangar, the Malone district will appear the most 
iiiiriting. The exceDesce of the road, the improYed 
state of cultivatioD, the ekgasce of one class of 
houses, and the diearfulness of another, .togetlier 
with the Ranting and iaprorements of yarioas 
kinds with which both are surronn^ed, unite in 
forming a scene whidi is truly enticing for its rural 
charms. The ground which is dedied with this 
assembfaige of striking olgeots possesses a oomplete 
and curious medium, between a dull and unehang- 
mg flatness and a rocky or mountaittous surface. 
scMMT^ It resemblefl the waves of the sea ; not the broken 
and tempestuous billows of the oc^an, but its regu* 
lar and gentle undlilations. Nothing is abrupt, or 
waste, or unproductive. No part is too elevated to 
be arid, nor too low to be marshy. Trees and cot- 
tages are profusely mingled with waving corn, on 
. every hill and In every valley, so that it may with 
truth be said, that art has chosen the same place to 
exert her power whidti nature before had selected. 
Travellers, indeed, never fail to express their ad- 
miration, sometimes their surprise, at the soft and 
delightful scenery of the country between Lisburn 
and Bdfast. Its beauties may, doubtless, be in- 
creased or diminished by the collateral embellish- 
ments of times or seasons. The luxuriant autumn 
of this beautiful country cannot but awaken the most 
pleasing reflections, and the eye can rest upon no 
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object which will impede the progress of snch 
thoughts. But 9 whether it be the liTely verdure of 
spring, or the resplendent glow of summer^ the rural 
landscape is stiU complete, and the e&pressiye 
images of one of the greatest of pur. descriptiTe 
poets, live and move before the sight, Su(^ tmpres- 
Bions cannot be transient when the objects are pre- 
sent ; and thoBgh the effect may soon be forgotten 
by those who are contented! with a cold and calcu- 
lating inspection, the dreariness of winter can never 
obliterate it from the minds of those, who have learn- 
ed io relish the rich and genuine beauties of rustic 
scenery. Let it not be thought that exaggeration 
has any share in this. Even so csurly as the year 
1635, the progress of the district no)v described, was 
so considerable, as not to have escaped tlie atten- 
tion of a cursory traveller of that distant period, who 
has taken the liberty of cs^UIng it a paradise, in com- 
parison with every part of Scotland. Since that 
time it has been the most forward in improvement, 
audits outward appearance at present is such as 
to excite the most unmixed gratification. The scen- 
ery of several jNrivate roads between the Falls and 
Malone is a renewal of the same objects, and must 
be enthusiastically admired by every lover of rural 
beauty. Where there is little extremely promi- 
nent ; where the whole is one extended view, uni- 
formly rich and beautiful, description must be con- 
fined, to general terms, and even the magic touches 
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of the pencil would be iasufficient to repreBeat the 
fair and goodly scene. 



Of the Black 
mountain. 



That part of the parish which lies between the 
Black mountain and Malone is equally gratifying to 
the eye. The finely enclosed fields which compose 
the Falls meadows are quickly passed over to con- 
template the bolder and gradually ascending sur- 
face. The base of the hill appears studded with 
houses and clumps of trees^ while the numerous and 
successful efforts to reclaim from barrenness the 
steep sides of the mountain, argue strongly for the 
increasipg industry and perseverance of those who 
inhabit that quarter of the parish. The Black moun - 
tain, however, soon becomes, at least in the part 
now described, sterile and perpendicular, bidding 
defiance to the efforts of cultivation. Though its 
general aspect is dark and rugged, which is in- 
creased by the great lateral ravines that traverse its 
surface, it possesses an app^rance of uncommon 
ioi^est from the multitucUnous spots of a brighter 
hue which the revolving seasons produce, and from 
the whiteness of the immense lime .quarries wh^di 
industry has formed, and may continue to.usQ^ for 
ages yet to come. ^^^^ 



Of tl\e Shore 
road. 



The scenery of the Shore road^^has more^ bold- 
ness and variety, but not so much rural beauty 
as Malone. The most conspicuous objects arc 
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the majestic precipices of the Cave hill, which 
may be seen to great adTantage. This is the 
only place in the parish on which the basalt is 
bared to any great extent, and it presents/in com- 
mon with the other mountains which run along the 
bay of Carrickfergus, that singular disposition of 
rising gradually from the land side, and breaking 
off with abrupt and perpendicular rocks towards the 
sea. Of these the rocky side of Mac Art's Port, 
which, jutting out from all the rest, forms a sharp 
and insulated projection, is the most striking. The 
whole of them, however, form a remarkable contrlast 
with the peaceful fields and cottages which encircle 
their base. This road hais also other recommenda- 
tions. The numerous villas on one side, and the 
spacious bay of Carrickfergus, with its many accom- 
panying attractions, on the other, create a fresh and 
perpetual variety. 

On the Falls and Shankill roads, the scene is oftiH»F«iis 

andShankUl 

equally pleasing. Bleach greens and miHs are in- "*^ 
termixed with the white-washed cottHges, and all 
the busy marks of a wealthy, populous, and thriyiiig 
district follow in rapid succession. If we leave the 
public roads, and entr upon those whidi diverge 
from the Shankill and the Falls, our admiration will 
be called forth by similar objects. In these respects, 
there are several places worthy of particular obser- 
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Tati<m. The f*ipp$ax9mce of the bouses aad Ae peo- 
]de round the Tillage of Dunmurry, vhidi is just on 
the borders of the parish, coataimng an extensire 
flour mill and bleach green, bespeak nothing of in- 
dolence or povertf . The same is the case on the 
lower part of thiit lopad which leads thraugb Han- 
isahstown, and of the numerous and beautiful oot- 
tagQs here^ th^« is probably not one, the owner of 
whidi is not ewieenied in the extensile bleach 
works wUch every side presents. In these in- 
stances it is undoubtedly the manufactures which 
giT^ inipiiIpM^ to 4httr exertions, and which surrowd 
Upw div#UHlg9 with comfort. 

QiiT if, in surfeyipg the scenery of this pprish, the 
he^tm iraek be altogether forsaken, many objects 
wortl^ of adflEiiratioo will present th^nselTeB to Ae 
Tiew at the foot of the mountains. If the Cava hiB 
have an abrupt summit, none of the requisites so 
indispensable in rural scenery are wanting at its 
haae ; possessing, in such 9> place, eharm? of 
which Hmy would be depriTed in any ^ber situa- 
tion. The lower pert of the ^ck mountain, at 
Baflygomartin and Ihe neighbouring tewnlsMids, is 
also partieulariy ^ttraeti^. This numntain, iu some 
fSSSJRt ^'^^^ |toeei9 so uuprodueti ve, is here green and slop- 
ing, with fields and treen rai^dly increasing in 
height. It b in this part of the parish, too, maybe 
seen in their greatest beauty, the mountain riyulets 
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formefly mentioned. Their sleep luuiks are corered 
with brushwood or iifttttral elurabs, aad tiieir imur- 
muiriiig eourse incesiiiiitly i&terrupted by raudl) ir- 
r^tdar torreRta* The banks of the Forth riTer, in 
maiiy plaees, are stupendotts -, soaielniies of rodnt 
bl»ck^ h«rd> aad preoipitous ; more frequently ot* 
red «hiy^ often but partially concealed by shrubs and 
brambles that nature has produced^ but whidi the 
jhandof man may yet eradicate for nobler tenants. 
The very bed of the Forth, as also of the Colin ri- 
v^r, is in some places a rock of whin stone^ in 
Vfhkh situation it admirably dis^ys the regularity 
of its formation. In other fdaces^ the comrse of the 
stream is dioked by the uncmmected stones or 
masses, wfaidi haye fallen from the impending 
iieights« These banks are often composed also of 
crumbling Umestone, and obli({ue rodcs, thrown to- 
gether apparently without order or design, and 
sometimes perpendtculary sometimes shelving, they 
follow the winding course of the stream which, they 
enclose ; and^ their height renders, it strange, to some 
perhaps ineredible, haw ihey could have been worn 
by so inobnsidersdde a river. 

Or such a natwe are the banks which form Colin coiin oien. 
glen. They belong to the river of the same name, 
and are planted from the Falls road towards the 
mountains for the space of two miles. The stream 
is shallow, but of considerable breadth, and thb ^ 
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place certainly unites more natural, as well as arii- 
Acial beauiy, than any of the other mountain rivers. 
The banks on many occasions must be more than 
two hundred feet in height, overspread witfi young 
<and flourishing trees. It is by far the most exten- 
sive plantation in the parish, and the view of tlus 
part<if the glen from some elevated points is' eud^ 
ueiitly beautiful. The hi^ and shelving banks are 
covered with sudi a mass of leaves and branches, 
that the rivulet below seems embosomed in green. 
For the last quarter of a mile, hotrever, these banks 
assume a very different aspect. They are formed of 
rocks, generafly perpendicular and. inaccessible, 
often overhanging their base, in many places 
crumbling to pieces and rent with iSssures. De-> 
pendant on the windings of the stream, they often 
form, on) this account, the resemblance of vast am-» 
phitheatres, crowned with low shrubs^ and exclud-. 
ing from the bed of the river, because of flieir height 
and circuitousness, the view of every distant object 
but the ethereal sky. To the geologist, this place is 
one of the most curious in our island, and to all it 
must appear grand and impressive. The innumer- 
able little cascades which have hollowed in their fall 
for ages ^deep cavities ; the confusion of rocks and 
shrubs which prevail ; the towering banks ; the 
view which in some spots may be caught of the cir- 
cumjacent mountains ; and the solitude which gene- 
rally reigns in this beautiful glen, altogether form ai 
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scene, which is capable of exciting the most intense 
aftd lively interest. 

After the copious account which has been given ^fy,,^^ 
of the mineralogy, of this parish, it can scarcely be 
expected that any natural productions of mudiim^ 
portanoe remain to.be mentioned. The most re^ 
markable curiosities, indeed, are the numberless pe- 
trifactions which are found imbedded in the rocks, 
particularly in those that confine the Colin river. 
They are so extr^nely abundant, that this plade has 
ac^tuircKi great cdebrity, being always visited by 
strangers who have inclination for such pursuits. 
The marine exuvi» and organic remains found iQ 
the Mulatto at tfae.Black mountaiii, are also not less 
numerous than wonderful. They consist not only of 
shells, but of various kinds of bones ; some, per- 
haps, the remains, of terrestiial animals, but often, 
likewise, of an uncertain origin. 

There are no waterfalls of any considerable size 
in this parish. The highest is situated near the 

theBfile^ 

source of the Milewater, and on the western .side of w>^- 
the Cave hill. Tlie water accumulates on the moun- 
tain, and at length overflows into a most abrupt and 
tremendous ravine. The lower part of this cascade, 
which is completdy perpendicular, is upwards of 
thirty feet iu height. The whole extent, however, 
which the water falls would be found more 
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than double tbat distanoe, but the upper part is moA 
less regular than the lower. The breadth of the 
stream is very trifliug ; though in winter it forms a 
large and foaaaing toiteat> wUeh may be heard at a 
conrideraMe diatanee. The water ftik iato a kind 
of rocky gnU% the banks on each side are extreteely 
high and steep, concealing the moantaias and the 
surrounding counibry entirely from the tiew« 

^nunwing At the top trf' 0<4in glcu is u smafl waterfiill, pro- 
jeeted from the reck in two diifei^ent streams whldi 
cross eacb otii^ a| the bottom. They bit in4o a 
deep, or, according to the opinion of the eoantry 
people, an unfathomable well imbedded in rocks ; 
beside which, and abOYe a well of a similar kind, 
supplied by another waterfaU> there are abe«l a d^*- 
zen holes hollowed out of the selid stone. They are 
completely circular ; generally abotit the sine of a 
large basin, but much deeper, and evidently the 
work of nature. They are smooth wit)un> though 
not regular, as in most of them a piece of reck 
projects up in the middle, wiuch is also as IcTel as 
the curvature of the hole. They are generally 
filled with watet, oven those which are above ttie 
level of the adjacent wells, and appear to have no 
communication with them, a circumstance which 
probably arises from some internal means of supjrfy. 
Though traces of such holes may be frequent at wa^ 
terfalls, and thmigh tb^e are marks of several near 
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many of tbe torrents in thiia ^ery riyer, there are 
certainly few places where they are so numerous or 
so perfect in their formation. It ia difficult to ac« 
count for dieir origin, but they have most probably 
been caused by the action of water gradually wash- 
iug away the softer parts of the rock. The country 
people eall this place the *^ Rumbling Hole,'^ and 
look upon it, with nf little veneration. 

The grand and extensive yiews, which the weary Gnnd pnw. 

pects from th6 

traveller will command from the summits of the ^!S!^^ 
mountains, come last to be described, and well de- 
serve to be numbered among the natural curiosities 
of the parish, From Deyis may be seen on one side, 
the bays of Carrickfergus aqd Strangford ; on the 
other, the broad expanse of Lough Neagb almost 
beneath our feet. The south presents the lofty 
mountains of Mourne ; and apparently in a conti- 
nuous chain, the distant hills of Tyrone and Derry, 
ending in Sl^in^is, and others of our northern high- 
lands. Towards the east the Irish channel may be 
distinguished beyond the terrific rocks which re- 
strain ita fury near the entrance of this bay ; and 
farther on, in a clear atmosphere, the coast of Scot- 
land, and the Isle of Man, are visible above tbe blue 
horivon. Between tbes^ reniote objepts the view is 
varied and enlivening in the extreme. The finely 
cultivated hills of Down ; the spacious bay of Car- 
rickfergus, with the islands and light-hoiise at its 
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entrance^ and every little indenture on its coast 
marked with the distincthess of a map ; the different 
villages, the numerous country seats on both sides 
of the Lough, surrounded or adorned with number- 
less clusters of trees, in some places apparently 
meeting the lucid waye ; the town of Belfast en^ 
veloped in smoke, with the shipping, the Lang 
Bridge, the beautiful valley through which the La- 
gan winds, and lastly the smooth stream itself, oc- 
casionally hid from observation by intervening hills 
or groves, comprise the principal objects whidi serve 
to fix the wandering sight. The scene nearer the 
mountains is also rich and animating. The country 
appears a level plain ; while the course of every 
toad, the situation of evetj house, and the dimen- 
sions of every field, can be accurately traced. In 
the opposite direction, the improved districts of Kil- 
lead, Glenavy, and Ballinderry, together with 
Lough Beg, separated from its gigantie ndigfabour, 
and that beautiful and picturesque spot. Ram's 
Island, are all equally distinct. The superior height 
of Devis can no where be more plainly perceived 
than when standing on its summit ; and every one 
that witnesses the charming and widely extended 
prospect which has been described, must contrast it 
in feeling exultation, with the bleak and barren 
summit from which it is viewed. 
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From Mac Art^a fort on the Cave hiU, there is a view from 
INTospeet of many of the same objects. Besides ^"""^ 
these^ the higfh rocks, forming ^a sort of semi-circu- 
lar gulf, the unconnected masses which have been 
precipitated from the surrounding heights, and the 
numerous conical hillocks at their base, exactly re- 
nembling in shape the products of volcanic eruptions, 
all of which by impressiug the mind as the marks of 
some horrid convulsion, most powerfully interest 
and awe the spectator. There is no part of our 
mountain scenery at all to be compared with this for 
magnificence ; and if, from a connection with other 
ejects, its appearance from a distance be highly 
beautiful, a nearer acquaintance cannot fail of pro- 
dudng a truly sublime effect. For the abundance 
and grandeur of its natural, for the softness and va- 
riety of its artificial scenery, this parish cannot cer- 
tainly be exceeded by many in the kingdom ; afford- 
ing tiierefore vast scope for the speculations of the 
naturalist, and for the admiration of those who can 
he gratified with the diversified wcwks of nature and 
of art. 

PeptOaiiomy Food, Fuel, Wealth, Dr^s, ^e. 

In the year 1725, the town and parish of Belfast Fopuiation. 
contained about 10,000 persons. Their inhabitants 
have been latdy estimated at upwards of 50,000. It. 
A 2 
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would be very difficult in so largea place, wher^ so 
many religions' are professed, and no regular re^is-* 
ter kept, to specify the proportion of births and mar- 
riages, much less the number of persons at any par- 
ticular age. The former population of the parish 
must have been greatly regulated by the increase of 
the town of Belfast, and it probably now contains 
double the number of inhabitants which it did half a 
century ago, as many 0I4 people can distinctly tell 
the small number of houses .that once existed upon 
roads which are now nearly populous streets. 

Food. WitH the inhabitants of this parish, the most ge- 

neral articles of food are, as in all other country 
places in the kingdom, potatoes, meal and milk. 
The farmers, however, are not in the habit of send- 
ing all their pigs to market, and the vicinity of the 
town of Belfast affords the means of procuring a 
considerable quantity of other fleshmeat, which is 
generally plentiful, and often cheap. Though it is 
usual to hear at present some very serious com- 
plaints of a lamentable reduction in the quality of 
the fare of the common people, there is reason to 
think, that such representations will apply less to 
this parish than to most other places, and that the 
inhabitants still enjoy, in proportion .to their rank 
or circumstances, a due though not in many cases^ 
an abundant share of the comforts of this life. 
Among the lower orders in the town of Belfast, fish 
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(principally herrings) is in very general use ; and 
these people^ in some instances, appear more intent 
on enjoying superfluities, than their station or their, 
means would seem to render prudent. Among other 
things of this kind, it might not be improper £o ani- 
Biadvert particularly on the pernicious influence of a 
foreign luxury which has crept in among the lower 
classes of most large towns, and the consumption of 
which is unusually great in Belfast. It may easily 
be conjectured that tea is the article alluded to ; and 
it is undoubtedly one of the greatest drawbacks 
on the substantial comforts, and the health of la- 
bouring people which can possibly be conceived. 
When introduced into England it was sometimes 
smoked in pipes as tobacco is at present ; but 
finally the extract was preferred to the vapour, 
which when rendered palatable, and taken in small 
quantities, may not be thought unwholesome or un- 
pleasant. But there are poor persons in Belfast, 
(generally, but not always females) who qualF this 
noxious beverage in large quantities, frequently 
without any qualifying ingredient, often at six 
o^cIock in the morning, two in the afternoon, or some 
other hour equally unseasonable ; spending in this 
way the wages which would procure for them whole- 
some, nutritious food on a nauseous senseless 
draught that will inevitably render the frame weak 
and emaciated, which their shrivelled skins and 
haggard countenances sufficiently demonstrate. 
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Fu£]. Th£ fuel used he^e consists prindpdly of coals^ 

all supplied from the town of Belfast. Tbe ayerage 
price is twenty shillings per ton ; and in suminer tho 
Scotch coals are much dieaper. There is a ¥ast 
quantity of bog on the mountains, and the peo]^ in 
their immediate neighbourhood use no other kind of 
fuel. Owing howeyer to the difficulty of procurkftg 
this turf; and tbe moderate price of coals, k is 
not in so mudi demand as it would otherwise be 
in the lower parts of the parish. 

DreM, Th£ inhabitants of this place have a consid^able 

fondness for dress, even more so on some occasions 
than their circumstances would appear to warrant. 
In the country, they are commonly clean and decent; 
and on that day appropriated to rest, the appearance 
of farmers, and their faimilies, round Dunmurry^ 
along the base of the Black mountain, and sooie 
other places is desenring of .a much higher commenda^ 
tion. There is not, howey^, any of that serviceable 
woollen cloth made here, which forms the staple in 
some other places. In the town of Belfast, (at least 
on Sundays) a stranger, unacquainted with the re- 
sources of a manufacturing people, would be altoge* 
ther astonished at the profusion of finery which is 
displayed. So complete a metamorphosis may often 
be effected on these occasions, that it might be a mat- 
ter of impossibility to recognize the decked and gar-, 
nisbed persons of laborious mechanics, and those 
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wko haY6 be^i learning daring the rest of the wedc» 
the music of the spinning jenny ; or to distinguish, . 
as far as raiment is conoemed^ the famiUes of trades** 
peofde or petty shopkeepers from the great ones of 
the land. This is a disposition, howeT^, nrhich 
must^. in many instances, be rather applauded than 
cond^nned. 

Not taking into consideration the wealth of resi- wealth. 
dent noblemen or gentry, this parish may fairly be 
considered the richest in Ireland. The extent of its 
manufactures, and its importance in the commercial 
world, are conclusiye proofs of such an opinion ; and 
though the town of Belfast and its n^ghbourhood are 
the principal sources of this opulence, a surtey of the 
parish will convince every person, that great capital 
has been expended, by many individuals, and in va* 
rious occupations. The manufacturers, however, in 
proportion to their number, possess more wealth than 
the agriculturists. Though the land is dear, the far- 
mers also are generally in comfortable circum- 
stances, not however without extremes. Some are 
rich, and some are poor, which must doubtless de- 
pend, in a great measure, on their own exertions. 

Thb state o^ education in the town of Belfast has state or 

education. 

been already noticed. As to the country, there 
are few places where the means of instruction 
are more universally diffused. The small schools 
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tliroug^hout the parish are extremely numerous and 
well attended. They are much more frequently to 
be met with in the mountainous districts than might 
he expected ; and the anxiety of the poorest inhabi- 
tants to educate their children is a farther proof of 
the increasing improyement of the people in this part 
of the country. The Lancasterian school in the vil- 
lage of Whitehouse, and exactly on the borders of 
the parish, is of inestimable benefit to the surround- 
ing inhabitants. Thos^ engaged in the cotton work's 
at this place, and who are prevented, by their oc- 
cupation, from attending during the week, en- 
joy 'the advantages of instruction on the Sabbath. 
In this parish, where it can scarcely be said that 
any inhabitant is so poor as to be unable to afford 
his family some trifling education, the want of en- 
dowed schools is not sp much felt, or to be regret-* 
ted. 

Such are the extensive means of improvement for 
the lower classes which this parish affords. With 
«uch opportimities, therefore, and such inclination to 
take advantage of them, it is not to be considered 
wonderful that education shoul<]^be so generally dif- 
fused ; so general indeed, that it might be rather a 
rare occurrence, to find a native inhabitant of this 
parish who cannot read and write. Some of the old- 
er residents might perhaps be found extremely de- 
ficient in these particulars ; but the number of such 



Digitized 



by Google 



I 



iaha- 



191 

is undoubtedly small, and vriU entirely disappear 
Tvith the rising generation. 

Hist&nfj Present Stock of People^ Language^ 
MannerSy Customs^ TraditioHSj $c. 

I F we may be guided by rational conjecture, this £.rw 

bited. 

parish) from its proximity to Britain, must have been 
peopled at a yery early period. It is needless, how-» 
ever, to extend this hypothesis, either by adducing 
any proofs in support of it, or enlarging on the pro*- 
bable state of the aborigines, farther than to obsen^e, 
tiiat as roTing savages their principal employments 
were war and hunting ; that their habitations were 
woods or caves ; and that they were ignorant of the 
use of metals, numberless stone weapons still re- 
maining as memorials of their barbarity. 



. The most remote era at which any name can be Aiuutoftbe 

ancient 

applied to this parish, is in the second century, »ai*nMiu. 
when it is placed, according to the Irish antiquari^ 
uns, in the southern part of Dalaradia, an ancient 
division of the county of Antrim.* The inhabitants 
were called Dalnarians ; and from the colonies that 
they placed in Argyleshire, as well as from the de- 
predations, which, in conjunction with their brethren 
in Scotland, they ^committed on the Roman settle- 



* For a farther illustration of this subject see « A Sketch of the 
History of the County of Antrim."— Anthologie Hibernica, toU 3. 
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meats in Britain, their country acquired gresit ce^ 
lebrity in the early affairs of Ireland. Though the 
inhabitants of this parish, undoubtedly, took an ac- 
tive share in these trausactions, it is impossible that 
any information, relative to them in particular, 
could have been preserved through the lapse of so 
many ages* The history of the period iadeed prC'. 
sents little else than a continual series of emigra^ 
tions and remigrationa, of intestine wars, and pre- 
datory incursions* 

Infested br About the middle of the eighth century this cwat* 
try was much infested by the Danes ; and if even 
but the half of those low forts found in the king- 
dom were constructed by these people, they must 
have been particularly numerous in the parish of 
Belfast. It would seem that these foreigners in 
some cases incorporated with the Irish ; and by 
adopting their language and manners, frequently 
became great chiefs among the natives. Thus Do- 
nald O'Logfalin was king of Dalaradia in 1182, 
* and his name signifies, the son ^f the Seandina* 
vian. 

It is impossible to ascertain whether any English 
were settled here by De Courcey ; but it is certain 
that as the power of these invaders increased^ ^is 
place, from its vicinity to some of their strongest 
stations, would be considered one of the most se- 
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cure and desirable districts' among their northern 
poHsessions. After the failure of the Scottish inva- 
sion of 1815, the Irish recoyered, as has been for- 
merly mentioned, all their territory in this neigh- 
bourfaood. The parish of Belfest, with a fifreat tract Becomefl the 
of land northward, was allotted to Hngh Boye o^Sl^ 
O^Neil ; the name 6f the whole grant being at the 

same time changed from Dalaradia to North or 

Lower Claneboye. 



It remained in the family of O^Neil from that pe-* 
riod till the reign of Queen Elizabeth, by whom it 
was granted, in 1571, on the attainder of Shane (5„„t^i„ 
O'Neil, to Sir Thomas Smith, and Thomas Smith, Thima?''' 
his son ; but the endeayours of these persons to re- 
tain possession of the country were not attended 
with success,* The younger Smith was killed in 



* There is an account of this grant to the Smiths^ and its 
Itanore, in a rare and valoable manuscript ealled the '* Grand 
Tnqaisition of the County of Down,** taken in the year 1^21. It is 
there stated, that all the temporal lands, tenements, hereditaments 
within the territories of Claneboye, and the Great Ards, came into 
the possession of Queen EKsabeth. in the eleventh of her reign, hy 
an act of parliament for the attainder of Shane O* Neil; the ez- 
tiogutshing of that name, and entitling the said queen, her heirs, and 
successors to the county of Tyrone, and other counties in Ulster, &c. 
** We therefore grant to the said Thomas Smith, the father, and 
Thomas, his son, all and singular the Manners, Houses, Castles, 
Monasteries, Abbies, Priories, Cbantrys, Liberties, Chappels, Rfc- 
tories. Messuages, Buildings, Lands, Tenements, Meadows, Pas- 
tures, Woods, Wastes, Forrests, Chases, Parks, Warrens. Lakes, 
Watiers, Pools, Fishings, Commons, Moors, Marshes, Furies, Mines, 
Minerals, Rents, Reyersions, Services, Advowsons, Tytbes, Wards', 
Marriages, Reliefs, Escheats, Commodities, Emoluments, and all 

2 2 
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attempting^ to establish a cotony in the eduitt j of 
Down ; and after thaterent the lands were entifely 
retaken by the powerful dan which formerly pos- 
S?c?N^^ sessed them. The principal proprietor in this neigh- 
bourhood was Conn O'Neil, of Casdereagh, whose 
duef possessions in 1603 were the Ards and Clan- 
boye, and as a sub or lesser territory under the lat- 



other h«rediUimcntt wbatsoet«r with their sppurtentnces, in the Grett 
Ardt, Little A^di, and CUnebo;re ; towards the louth, from the Cas- 
tle of Belfast, Castle Moubray. and Castle ToodD ; and all the Mo- 
nastery of Maasareene in Claneboye, and the said Castle of Belfast* 
Castle Moubray, and Castle Tooni« and all the Monastery of Massa-^ 
reene in Claneboye ; as also all and singular the Manners, &c. iyiuK 
in Claneboye, Tyrone, and other placea in Ulster, which the said 
Smiths, or their assigns, shall, before the 2Sth March 1579. obtain 
and inherit against the Irish ; reserving to us, and our heirs, ell 
mines of copper, gold, and silver ; all to be held of the Castle ef 
Carrickfergus by the service of one Knigbt*s fee.** They were also 
farther acquitted fer the space of seven years. fh>m all ezactwns, 
called Coyn, Livery, and Cess, and allowed the privileges of Courts 
Lect and Baron. 

The Inquisition then goea on to state the Tener of the Covenants, 
beginning with an account that in the <« Queen's Earldom of Ulster 
there be divers Parcells of Land, that lie waste or Inhabited with a 
wicked, barbarous, and uncivil people, sooae Scotish and some wild 
Irish ; and whereas, the Smiths, #ith a power of KnglisboMm agree 
to subdne all, and them plant with faithful subjects.*' It appears that 
Sir Thomas also covenanted, that all such as should be partakers in 
the enterprise should have the advantage of the following conditions: 
For every footman, or any one who shall find such at his own charge, 
one plowland to hold of the said Smiths, and their heirs, by Uie 
hundredth part of a knight's fee, and such other rents as shall be mu- 
tually agreed on. For a horseman, two plowlands by the fiftieth 
part of a knight's fee, and such other charges as may seem sufiicient; 
each plowland to contain six score acrea of arable, each acre to ,be 
four polea in breadth, and forty in length, and each pole t/o oontaid 
twenty -ibur feet of English standard measure in length.. With the 
Queen they covenant to have for every plowland one able English 
foot soldier, well armed and furnished like the men of England ; or 
for every two tewnlands a light English horsemeUt a<;coutred in the 
same manner. At every general Hostings, on fifteen days notice, 
they agree to appear before '|he deputy with the third part of all the 
horsemen and footmen that tbe^ are bound to provide^ They stipu-^ 
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This howei^er did pot perhaps comprise the iirhole 
^parish, as it is at present divided, but the Falls 
meaJdowSf which are still denominated the Plains ; 
partof Malone, and' probably some townlands in the 
acyoimiig^ districts. If this be correct, the northern 
end'of the parish mus^ have been held by some other 
member of the same falnOy. It ap|)eara also from 
the subsequent statements in the Gtrand Inquisition, 
whidi is the authority for th^ foregoing^ facts, that 
the sub-territories in Claneboye were rather pos^ 
sessed by chieftains of the sept, who prbbaUy paid 
Conn tribute as their liege lord, than reckoned a^ 
his own private possessions, and that among others 
the Plains of Belfast were held from him by the 
Abbey of Bangor. This powerful lord, however, 
was deprived a short time after, but on different 



UU farther to grant no Estate to any of the mere Irish or Scottish 
Irish, or to intermarry with them without permission. 

The Inquisition then proceeds to state that Thomas, the ion, did 
ia 1572 enter the earldom of Uister/but did not subdue it ; that the 
land was not planted with good subjects, that the Smiths had not ap- 
peared with their proportion of men, though their assistance was of- 
ten required ; that they did not win the castles, attend the deputy at 
Hostings, or pay the crown rent, and therefore that the whole grant 
rererted to King James. 

Nothing is more curious, or better deserving obsenration, than to 
trace the small remains that still point out the orijtinal owners of this 
land. The names of places are most remarkable. Thus ; Ligo- 
neil, where 0*Neil loosed his hounds : Skigoneil, O* Neil's Thorn, 
supposed to mean a fort or fortress, and called a thorn from the uii« 
easiness which the English experienced from it. These are both 
names of townlands in the parish of Belfast, and have some effect in 
shewing the occupations of the powerful chieftains who once possessed 
this country. 

For these and all the other derivations of Irish names throughout 
the work I am indebted to Mr. Samuel Bryson of Belfaat. 
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occafiionB, partly by the artifices of othf^mf and 

partly by .his own eondud;, of all his princely estate. 

imiS^^jL "^^^ ^^o]e parish of Belfast was granted by.jKing 

chichcsti. j^^^ jj^ JQJ2 ^ gjj^ ^^^ Cliicheater, who had 

previously established a number of DcYonnhire men 
ip^Malone. He was imitated in this laudable pn^c* 
tice by Sir Moses Hill, who introdoeed lax^ge oolo'- 
nies from Lancashire and Chediure, as well into 
Malone, as into different parts of the neighbouring 
parishes . But the population was more rapidly, in- 
creased by Scottish settlers, who arrived h^e ia 
great numbers from the very commencement of the 
reign of King James ; , and who, by introducing 
more general habits of industry, materiality bene- 
fited the country in which they fi^^ed their abode* 

Present stock T BE prescut inhabitants therefore niight be di- 
tanto, &c. vided into three classe<3 , First : the descendants of 
the Soots who arrived here at different times ; but 
especiaUy during the reigns of James I. and 
Charles I. They principally occupy the sea coast, 
as well as the northern and western parts of tbo pa- 
rish, undoubtedly forming, if the town of Belfast be 
taken into consideration, by far the most numerous 
and most important portion of the population. Se- 
cond: the descendants of the English, settled h^re in 
the reigns of Elizabetli and James X, generally esta- 
blished in Malone, and also comprising a large por- 
tion of the inhabitants t Third : the remains of 
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tbase £aw:Ir]di fanffies wkQ esteped the ciyil Vfvt9* 
They reside in the south western pArts of- the pairi^by 
chiefly above Hannahstown, in a bare and moun- 
tainous dtfttrkt. They ore in general the purest 
inhabitants ; inconsiderable in nuhiber) and yet most 
deserving of notice, as beings periiaps^ some of flioae 
whose progenitors once possessed the rich and Cev- 
tile plains which lie beneath them.* 

The Bnglish tongue is universally spoken In this Language. 
parish, the few remaining inhabitants of the Irish 
stock being almost wholly unacquainted with the 
dialect of their ancestors. The language of ihe in- 
habitants of Belfast and its neighbourhood is gene- 
rally acknowledged to be eonsiderably pure; It is 
not, however, by any means, free from incorrect* 
ness, presenting both in pronunciation and in phra- 
seology, many improprieties, most commonly Scot- 
ticisms. Towards the parishes of Temj^epatrick 
and Cammoney the Scotch accent becomes extreme- 
ly harsh and disagreeable;^ so. that it might, in 
some cases, be with difficulty understood by those 
who are accustomed to a more sonorous prpnuncia- 
tion. There are however nunaerous exceptions to 
this, probably aricdng from a more, frequent inter- 
course with the inhabitants of Belfast, or an inter- 



- •. The priDfitp«l nymes vmmg ^asm ws Htaiill* M«cqfailkp» 
MacmuUan, MacqueestoDy &c. 
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nixture of the Scottish i^aoe with settkra from other 
parts of the country. 

Thb genias and disposition of the inhaMtants of 
this parish cannot afford Acope for a very interest- 
ing detail, not displaying somudi diversity of cha- 
racter as those places in which the genuine Irish 
abound, and where the features are, of course, bolder 
and more peculiar. It is difficult to trace the pre- 
vailing dispositions of a people without constant and 
familiar intercourse. But it is still more4ifficult ,tp 
furnish curious and original matter for accounts of 
this kind, where there is nothing extremely singu^ 
lar; where there is little so prominent, or distio- 
guished above the common level as to create asto- 
nishment and excite inquiry, 

It has already been shown that the bulk of the 
popula^on is composed of the descendants of Scots ; 
and it would be needless to protract a decisioii on 
their disposition and character, by waiting for re- 
laxed or unguarded moments. They are the same at 
all times, and in all situations. The mei:chant9, ma- 
nufact^^ers, and farmers of this parish form a nu- 
merous body, distinguished for patient and laudable 
Industry. They are rather persevering than specula- 
tive ; and the best of them, rather naturally acute 
and intelKgent, than disposed to be envious of lite- 
rary acquirements. 
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In any part of this kitigdom, it would be difiietdt 
o^ impossible to find a class of inhabitants endowed 
with more, shrewdness than the country people- of 
this parish. There are to be found among them 
none of those thoughtless, light-hearted dispositions, 
which the common voice has attributed to the Irish 
race. They are a' plodding people ; cool^ dry and 
deliberate, but evincing at the same time, in gene- 
ral intercourse, nothing farther repulsiTc or austere 
than an eager curiosity to pry into the names or em - 
ployments of those with whom they converse, and 
which is the more difficult to be repressed if ihat 
conversation be familiar. To these dispositions, also, 
however unpromising some might consider them, 
would rightly be ascribed the pre-eminence, which, 
on comparison, these people would be found to as- 
sume among the peasantry of Ireland. Nor will it 
require a long acquaintance to discover the inde- 
pendence of mind and principle by which they are 
actuated ; and which marks a people totally diffe- 
rent from the prodigal and submissive^ inhabitants 
of other parts of this kingdom. Each man here 
considers himself as good as his neighbour, and will 
submit to no unwarrantable oppression, however 



* The followini; pMtage occurs id Wakefield's Statistfcal and Po- 
litical Account of Ireland. toI. ii p. 733, *' In the month of June, 
1809, A the races at Carlow, I saw a poor man*s cheek laid open bj 
the stroke of a whip. The iobiuiisn wretch who inflicted the ivound 
was a gentleman of some rank in the county. The unhappj suflvrer 
was standing in bis waj, and without requesting him to move, he 
struck him with less ceremony than an English country squire would 
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elevated may be the quarter' fi^om which ft comes 
SeTeral in&t&ikces of that fearless resistance to what 
they have looked upon as arbitrary or tyrannical 
acts in their superiors , mi^ht be brought forward in 
support of this. It is not howerer in the town of 
Belfast, where there is such a conflux of people, 
that inherent dispositions of this kind are to be ex- 
pected. The Scottish race, both here and in the 
neighbouring parish of Garnmoney, are so bold and 
independent in their polities as' to display an inyin. 
cible antipathy to any innovations in their civil or 
religious opinions and establishments. One of the 
most popular preachers, probably in the kingdom, 
was sharply censured by a modem puritan of this 
parish for what he looked upon as a heinous trans- 
gression, but which others would represent not only 
as pardonable, but strictly proper and praiseworthy. 
The creed of the preacher was sound and orthodox ; 
his discourse was long and forcible ; and, what was 
of infinitely more consequence, it was extempora- 
neous ; his articulation wa» distinct, and his man- 



» dog^ But what astoniirfied me eren mere than tbe deed, and which 
shews the difiereoce between English and Irish feeling was, that not 
a murthar was heard.' nor hand raised in disapprobation ; but tlMsur* 
rounding spectators dispersed, running different ways, like slaves ter- 
rified at the rod of their despot." 

, Th« comparison which Mr. Wakefield here makes hetween English 
and Irish feeling must be received with some limitation, for I am per- 
suaded that if any man should commit so cruel and wanton an action, 
on tbe Mbso course for instance* which is ten miles from Belfast, he 
would be driven from the ground with danger and disgrace, were he 
Abe lord of the soil. 
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ner appropriate. All these qualificatioiis were of no 
arail, because/^^ he looked wodderAil 'bishop-like 
with that gown on him." These were the very 
Words ; they were spoken with no little asperity, 
and formed the sole objection. But the inhabitants 
of this place are at the same time a truly Taluable 
community. Their prudent, cautious, and indepen- 
dent principles, so far from retarding the adrance- 
ment of industry, hasten and confirm its progress. 
It may safely be afflrihed, therefore, that those dis- 
orders which have dia^turbed and disgraced other 
parts of this country, can never reach such a pitch 
here, so long as there are manufactures to employ 
the people, and so long as prosperity shall continue 
to flow from such a source. 

However great may be the progress of civiHza* curtomi, &c. 
tion in this parish, and however much it has contri- 
buted to root out the ignorance of former times, 
there are still to be found many of those supersti- 
tious pjrejudices and notions yet so prevc^ent in 
other parts of this kingdom. They form, however, 
but a lingering remnant ; and on many occasions 
are continued or believed merfely on account of that 
reverence whidi always accompanies customs that 
have existed from ** time out of mind." Few of 
those remarkable practices, which flourish in such 
numbers among the Irish stock, can be discovered 

c 2 
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here ; and thotrgh many of those, also, whioh do re- 
main, are foolish and extravagant, there is not per- 
hapc, to speak generally, any class o£ people in Ire- 
land more free from superstition than the inhabitants 
of this parish. It must be confessed, however, that 
this observation applies with most truth to the low 
country ; and it is among the mountaineers, where 
they are cherished perhaps by the wildness and so- 
litude of the scenery, that those singular or frivo- 
lous customs, so w^ deserving of minute investiga- 
tion, may be expected, and will chiefly be found. 
Though the reliance therefore on the superstitions 
alluded to, may not be universal, those who do be- 
lieve them, often place the most implicit confidence 
in their truth ; and much to amuse might be col - 
lected from the absurdity of some of these customs, 
the pertinacity of manyin confiding so steadfastly 
on their reality, and the wiUingness of others to re- 
ject them, yet still rehictant to be thought wiser 
than their fathers. 

Elf gtoaes. As SO mudi of the prosperity of the country people 

depends on the preservation of thejr cattle from dis- 
ease, the most efiicient mode of attaining thiii de- 
sirable object has always been sought after with a 
solicitude proportionable to its importance. Not 
satisfied, however, with the operation of direct and 
probable remedies, recourse has been had to spells 
and amulets, leading to some of the most delusive 
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BupcarstUions irhich the ingenuity of roan has .ever 
devised. Cows are subject to a disorder in the 
side, arising from a very natural cause, but accord- 
iBg to the opinions of those who arrogate to tfiem- 
«elves a greajter measure of wisdom than their neigh- 
JMiurs, the disease is occasioned by no commoa in- 
fluence, and must be eradicated by no common 
means* The animal is said to he e^ shot y that is, 
wounded, .or. Jn some way iiyured, by one of those 
andeat and well knpwn arrow heads of stone, so 
frei|uently found in this kingdom, called therefore 
by the people for this teQ&ou*lf stones, coming from 
they. know not lyhere^ and shot by^ fliey say not 
whom. . Tla^ malicious design^ howevet^ is defeated 
by a yery jsubtle counter-Qharm^ A draught of 
salt and water is {Nrepar^d,, one of these, missile 
weapons is dropped with du^ solemnity into the po- 
tion, which is immediately swallowed by the dis- 
eased patient. There are those .in this parish who 
believe that the cure will be speedy and effectual, 
merely from the presence and supernatural power of 
a piece of common flint. Philosophers have long 
searched in vain for the elixir vitw. Behold here, 
in part at least, an admirable succedaneum, but like 
some of the other stupendous exertions of human in- 
genuity, it is unfortunately not known to whom ue 
are indebted for this invaluable discovery; a. cir- 
cumstance which will leave the world in suspense 



Digitized 



by Google 



204 

and regret, and whiUi lias robbed some sa^ge par- 
sonage of an impexiBliable name. 

Many there are, bovmret^ vlio wisely ooosideriBg 
that the pietMtttion of a disease is always i^^md^j^ 
to any remedy, defend their.caitle irmn. aU. daag^^ 
internal or external, present .or isamote, by ^ simfie 
,and inTdlnersible firmonr. An^ stcme is Imng at 
^he eow'« head, .Mm^times on the horn, and it has 
ibeeplbund by long e^Eperienoe, that the sif^t of this 
object, like the Qye.o^ Ae^basiU&ds, arrests, the pro-r 
-gross and anuihiiates<thepawer4)fXhe maUgnant dsc* 
mon, or wfaateyer other being^t is,* whiob wonld mo* 
lest BO ' useful and kio^nsiTe an animal. - It is in- 
deed: ^xtn^nsly ourious to observe the uncommon 
siip^rsti^n' which is attaehe4 to these arrow heads* 
Scarcely a b^use is without one, some of which /nay 
ha^e served as universal specifics for the last two 
or three centuries. ^ Thepeople reflect not on the 
barbarism of- other years ; and it must undoubtedly 
raise their wonder to see such numbers of these r«- 
gularly shaped stones^ and exercise their inTenti^n 
to account for their existence. They support the 
belief of their sapernatural origin by many sturdy 
arguments ; and will relate with astonishment how 
they dug or ploughed in a field where not one was 
to be seen ; but lo ! when arrived the next morn- 
ing on the same spot to resume their toil, the ground 
was strewed with the mysterious weapons. An en- 
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gs^emmi in arcbery, a tat,Q|>t«i|rii«meDt bad ta- 
ken place among the dwellers ia 4be imdidk regions, 
i^hen the men of this world had retired to their ha- 
bitationd. It must be tmamtked, boweTei!, that the 
belbf in fliese things is weakening apace^and that 
e^en many of the mountaineers treat tbeia with con- 
tempt. They may not he always sincere in this, 
being ashamed periiaps to acknowledge their credu^ 
Ikty ; but even if snch should be the case, it is a cer- 
tain token that they are losing ground in their ^tU 
mation. 

Many instances of that supenstitious dread, which 
accompanies the. destruction of old forts may be ob- 
serTcd among the inhabitants of this parish. Sofne 
consider such ah occupation little less than sacrile- 
gious ; and support their ojnnion with many mira* 
culous stories, of the dire misfortunes which befel 
the property, as well as the persons, of the princi- 
pals, aiders, and abettors in these crimes. Others 
again, regardless of such examples, employ the 
spade and the plough in the business without much . 
compuncticm ; and as the number of tb^se fearless 
agriculturists is very pro]>erly increasing, so, it 
would seem, that the guardian fairies of the forts, 
overpowered perhaps by multitudes, are relaxing ii) 
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their yigilance, as most transgressors eses^ .now 
with impunity.* - 

Old thonis. Similar to this, and perhaps even more genera], 
is the respect for old thorns, which ajre numerous in 
this parish, particularly at Squire's hill. There are 
many persons by whom they are preserved with as 
much care as the misletoe of the Druids, and who 
would continnplate almost with horror, the, downfal 
of their bare and.knotted trunks. Their. Tenerable 
appearance certainly claims some indulgence^^so that 
from this circumstance, and the innumerable tales 
' which are rdated of the vengeance that has b€»en in- 
flicted by unseen ag^its on .those wiho have treated 
these hallowed temples with disrespept^ it is not at 
all incredible that they should impr^s weak minds 
with considerable awe. There are certainly some 
who discredit many of the prodigies attributed to 
the elf stones ; and yet who would? upon no conside- 
ration, be concerned iti laying the axe, or even the 
pruning knife, to these antiqnated' thorns. Some 
years ago five pouoda were leered; l>y a late exten- 
sive landed proprietor to ike person who would cut 
down an old thorn, which was an^ obstruetion to 
some improvement, in Ins grounds. It remained^ 
however, for a Icmg time untouched, till at length 



* It is perhaps worth nofciciog, that there have been frequent in- 
' stances of persons who hav^ levelled these forts l>eing atucked, or 
conceiving themselves to be atlackeil wkh some distemper ; which 
proves, not the power of the fairies, but the power of imagination. 
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it was destroyed at night, when darkness covered 
the parish, by some desperate or needy individual. 
Su^icion fixed upon a certain person ; and let it 
have been weD or ill founded, the usual fatality at- 
tended the man who was its object. The airy divi- 
nities called in all their forces from the outskirts 
of their dominions to pour vengeance on his de- 
voted head; the arrow of adversity was fixed^ 
and flew with a sure and deadly iiim. His family 
was dispersed by disease and death ; and he himself 
is at present a helpless mendicant. So runs the 
story. On another occasion, however, when thefuel 
was scarce, the wants of the people got the better of 
their fears, great numbers of thorns having been cut 
down and consigned to the flames. It is not re- 
corded that any misfortunes attended these delin- 
quents. 

It is almost unnecessary to mention that these Fairies. 
forts and bushes are supposed to be the haunts of 
fairies ; and many is the place in this parish which * 
will be pointed out to the travdibr as gentUy and 
many a fabulous narrative may he hear of the asto- 
nishing feats of thesepuissant and agile beings . It 
is no uncommon thing to meet, particularly among 
the mountains, men of years and experience^ intel- 
ligent enough in other matters, who believe sincerdy 
in their existence ;. and who are by no means in- 
clined to be merry on the subject. Though this is 
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perhaps the most general piece! orsuperslSlibii tA-ibe 
kingdom^it is nnpdssible to fihd any person' ^rtio 
pretends to have had oenlar proofs of ife fmth/ 
There are always two or three removes in the story ; 
and that humourous tale of magnifying celebrity, 
called ** The Three Black Crows/' troiild be fimnd 
but a trifle, in comparison With the enormous addi- 
tions whidi are acquired by these fitiry -fici^ns in 
rolling from credulous tongues to greedy 'ears ad 
infinitum. We may indeed meet with persons, 
more easy of belief, or ^ more faronred than their 
contemporaries, who win assert, positiTely^and se- 
riously, that they hare beheld the fairy forts and 
bushes blazing in splendid, but harmless glory ; 
or were charmed into inute rapture with the Celes- 
tial notes of the fife, fiddle, or bagpipes firbm flieir 
subterraneous habitations. Though a story so 
truly ridiculous has been often repeated, the parti- 
cular tunes which entranced these wondering mor- 
tals, are points still so far undetermined as to have 
been the occasion of mttch wdnta and angry contro- 
versy ; at the same tinie^' that' all parties give the 
invisible musicians the most unbounded praise lor 
being thorough adepts in that elegant art. 

These notions, and several others which might be 
mentioned, however capable of a more diffuse il- 
lustration, are so far from being confined to this 
place, that a sprinkling of the whole is perhaps sufli- 
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torn on Easter 
Monday. 
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<3ieiit ; and it will 1>6 ihqfe proper (o limit the re- 
taminmg obsenrations on this head to ^o6e wbieh 
iMMre bcttar protonsioiiB to a inov« ^riot loeaKty. 

Ther£ is a cuatoni. at least in most parts ot this curious cus. 

' * Eom on t 

'ktegdoiBi of repairing on Baster Monday to &ome 
eonapiciiotts or celebrated ploce^ g^aieralljr an old 
fart| for the arowed purpose of mirth and festivity. 
The good people of Belfaat and the neighbouring 
country, who are. dkposed to forego for one day 
the toils and cares :of this busy worid, have selected, 
from tim^ immemorial^ the Cave hill as the scene of 
their, convivial sports. Mi|c Art's Fort, as being 
th^ greatest for many miles around, is probably the 
ostensible otyect which attracts their mit; bat 
dreading to wrestle so.near die Aj wjtb a cevlain 
potait and insidloiis enemy who is. no respecter of 
times or j^acee^aUd who has neYtM been known to be 
abaent from any Irish fidr, wake^ palron, Baater 
day^. or other joYial meeting, they very prudently 
choose a less dtetated sitaatieii ; and pitdnng with 
mueb circumspection, nua&erous tents cm the soft 
grc^n sward beneath, where the advances of ihe said 
treaoh^otiB admrsary can bewatehed^ bis attacks 
resisted on firm ground, and where die Tanquished 
may rise uninjured from the combat, they indulge in 
all that mii^ which the scene and the occasion can* 
not fail to inspire. Among the more juvenile revel- 
P 2 



Digitized 



by Google 



91Q 

lers^ &t tluB great festival, there is a singular cuntoshj 
and oae which is nearly local. Egg^ are boiled 
hard in a liquid in which some colouring matter^ ge^ 
nerally logwood, or furze blossoms^ has been in- 
fused. When prp|)erly dyed they are carried to the 
fields, and rolled on the ground, thrown, into the 
air, or used in yirhateTer manner jnay suit tbe;foiicy 
pf (he claxnorous throng. Thb practice h bcare en- 
tirely oonftnied. to dtUdren, jand cetti^nly to all ap- 
pearances, very unineanin^. There is reason to 
tluok, however, that it forms the remains of the im^ 
^rtfince afl4 solemnity whii^ attended the presen- 
tation of the pasebal ^gs ^. a oustom, which, though 
divided Jnto various lNni|cbes,:is of as long k atand- 
ing as it is at prfssoat gt^eral thrcwgh .many farts 
of the £urop0aa.«oiitine^t9 pArticulariy in ^Ussla.^ 
It uu^ baa dittpuU matter to ex;pl«in how4bis su^ 
perstitioB, which seems now to bekng to 4he Greek 
^urch, has got fpptiiighere,; but thk ciroiiBKslance 
will give riiifrAt least : to.one intere$thig reftiMttmi ; 
tti^ oustoms^ to whi^b more ^redulpw or more un* 
enttg^tened^ageM have atAsoheda revereotial impor- 
tance, may dwin^ at last into the trivial sportsof 
children, into an insignificance which mocks their 
fortner >greatBess« 



* For A farUMff accouat^f thit Milject, see *V Brand's. Fo|>tt]«r Su* 

perstitions/* p. 310, and the ftuthortttes there referred to, Hakluyt 
and Clarke. 
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On May day, a happy and joyous era, it ia usual SSJSJSg-y 
in many places to collect flowers peculiar to the sea- *eve.*° *^ 
son, aild to auspend theni in wreaths or circles from 
some conspicuous situation ; dr else to dance ^^ wi' 
mirth and glee*' round a pofe or bush^ deoorated^ in 
a Bimilar manner, Neither of these good old prae- 
^etts, however, is in much reputeliere^ being super- 
seded -by one whidi seems to agree better with the 
general hicliiiation of the people. Large ' bushes are 
procuredyand proftmely ornamented with rags, rib- 
faands^ ai|d istreamers of all colours, shapes, and 
siiBes. At idm<wt every corn^lnthetoVm of Belf4st, 
oneoftfii^seis^xed, surrounded ^th a groupof idle^ 
HttscfaievoUBur^insjwhdattal^k iffl pa&sengers with 
the utmost impdrtunity, for *l^m<mey toJ^/jjf^rirMay 
ppW A iropei^ sometimes placed a^r^wthe- street, 
wkh <he view lyf cMiging Ok refraiotc^ persons id 
comply with Aieir deraalids . '7Us, however, is but 
a eomii^i<m of the original custom^ and will not 
pi^aMy be ^ long continuance j resembling, per^ 
haps, IttitMs i^espeot, the &te of many others/ which 
have been anticipated with delight, or have been the 
source of much imideent gratificatieiiv 

On May eve, when the sun has gime down, it is 
customary for young damsds to go forth to the 
fields hi a body, when each of them procures a living 
sueul or a bunch of yarrow, from either of whidi it is in 
their power to discover (by a method which has re- 
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ceived the sanction of the most prudent %bA know* 
ing matrons) tke iiameB of tiiose mribo are to^ielliw 
partners through this f^ brenthiBg: world/' Tbe 
process is simple. A dish or platter, whether of 
earthen ware or wood it matteihs aot/is pldUied over 
the hody of the uninteBigent reptile, wUdiJuia fireelU 
h^rfy to extisrcise its mmfalenere btt ati ^arona of mefli 
or saw^dust, the exttetdimensioBs^^hepnaoBhiiiiBe 
in which* it is thus moat innooenlly ino«roaralBd« 
Though the snail be not reokoned the moat aclvM of 
the animal eraation, yet neither ia itaitogBther 4m^ 
po6ed to a atate of perfect qaie^oeMe, and-aaAJiH 
its moT^fmentsf it is well known to lean a shiiaBg 
^^ ple^eb^lnd/* so in ttei^ambles wlie»in bmidage 
during this critical i|ight, the faorflies of theerea- 
ture are mlraottlousty enhrg^, and it fe found to 
4raoe wit^ ^ingoiar preoisipn aomo two or throe let:- 
ters «f the Roman alphabet wUeli form die initiaia 
of the name ^f sone iiiture happy helpmate. If at 
any time, howeter, a mischievoaa or an incredtdous 
person should have an opportunity of pdnttng oot 
any superfluity in ifie inscription (a caae not ahso* 
lately Impossible), his objeotira Js readily and just- 
ly obviated by claiming due allowance for the flou- 
riedies of so expert and tattdid a scribe. 

The yarrow ijs an equally u^dTul auxiliary on such 
.occasions. It producets dreams, in which events to 
eomeare depicted, and in which the future yoke- 
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feHowsi of those vrho try iha cbarm ^^ witb heart wA 
hand/' staUc with a grave. aad m^i^^tic pacq befbf^ 
thdr ahunbaiiBg f 



Tn tnOHiom of die lababitaata of thb poriab^ 
vdlh respfeot at least to thoae tiottea aad laofakaili 
wiiioh have maikod wUb so madi afaigiilatity A» 
page of JjBbh bktopy^ are exoeaaitTdj eriide 9nd 
\Bgm. Their earlieat tradUtion, (if mich it ean bt 
called) is an aoo^unt of a deformed and dinu&lttvf a 
raoe of beiags^ jAom tlwy dwiominate Pedite or 
Pauehts, and wha foviii^ir iiiha1>itad oaTes in the 
earth. Itisttsual to hear.p!er9<>aB vhen waatiag to 
ex{iress any Hdag immeMiirably oUl, exdaiai^ ^Vaa 
fiirbafikaathetuiieof tbePechta/' It ii. difficult 
to aottoiintkL a aatiafaotory manner Cmt Unaetraage 
tradition ; whieh, if general only among the Scottish 
raoe, mig^t jreaaonaUy be tbongfat to be derifed 
from the kingdom of their anoestors^Peeht^ being 
the true orthography for what is more comno idy 
wcittai Pict8. 

Thb only^traditions whieh remain hare coneeming Tnditimu 

ooouerDing 

the Danes, but which esist also in other {daces, are, ^^'^""*^ 
that they brewed beer from heath ; and that red* 
haired )nen are of DanisAi extraction. With respect 
totheformer of these, it appears impassilde that a 
palatable liquor could ha^e been made from such a 
material alone ; perhaps honey, so well known at 
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least to ihe andent Iriab, bas-supptted fbe defi- 
ciency. As to the latter, nofliing b more comiBon 
than to can an able-bodied red hairad man, ^' a 
stout hardy Dane ;^* an observation vhkli is re- 
markably corroborated by the fair complexions and 
light hair so generdi among the peoplein the nordi- 
mn parts of Europe. The Inhabitants of this pmrish 
mention widi the utmost obscurity, the era' of 
tfie fhmes. It Is an epodi to which they can fix 
no time/ mudi less attadi anypiartleular event. 
They speak indeed almost indineriminiitely of the 
time of the Danes, and the wars of Ireland ; by the 
latter of winch fliey generatty understand the great 
vdbdliOtt of M4I: The few inhabitaiffii of die Irish 
fttce exMHbit in thefr traditions theisaikie perplexity. 
It b two or tfitreegenetuliOiis tbolMi^to obtain any 
Hiing cufioos or precis^ hi ttii^ - way ; for though 
thei^r intetfcourse with the iiiiJirbita:nt» of towns may 
haveiiliafpen^>4heHr fiUftAties, it has perhaps ex- 
tfl(rgttifiMdtfieirlove«M^t^ tiJUAfflire&then. 

l^yhafveheaM^h^ of the^d^str^fetfve progress 
ff{*( Pl^mylloe;^^ they haire imbibed firom tradition 
a taiietaf# of that dislike which previdls among iKieir 
Mil ittlnriand40iA»^iiame ef King James ; and, 
above all,iliey are pofHiessed of a notion tiiat their 
anoestotii wcare driven up to the ibountailis, to make 
room for more poweif ill and more fortunate rivals. 
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It is remaiPkable^ howeta*, that alLcao tell of the tamooa or 

FinMacCoolL 

mig^hty prowe3s of that troubled champioii Fia 
Mac Cool. Bat if this title be ti>e jgame with the 
celebi^ted najne of FiuKaU they woeifuUy mstake 
th^ character, ^d sadly misrepneseirt iii» Mtkum ^ 
the Ung of Morveo. They caa tell of bb vast*, 
unwieldy ^ature ^ and n&wy hoiody aneqdptc^ of 
bis giant streng^, or irresistible ounjiing. T^^ir 
stcNries are highly absurd ; aa<l fornpi a mosjt eoni^. 
plete burlesqae ou those immortal poems attributed 
to an ancieiit bard, and in which Fingal ntak^.so 
distiBguiahed a. figure. 

But if we may put credenOo^in the insulations, of o^* 
a certain enthusiastic adtpcati^^ foe the aulhenticity 
of the subUmcf productions iilhded to, this aiiihNPse 
of the a^lacent parishes mustkideed be raised 16 
immortal cel^rity^ as tbe«cene where Fia^ fought^ 
and of wbiebOssian has sung^. In is pam{riilet which 
has-been lately i^ten to the worid^ entitled O^sianoi 
an<att^Apt is mMe fioBi the ebincidfflioe nf names 
and places, and fromseyerajl other ingeni<ms expe-^ 
dients, to ascertain the battle fields of Fingal in 
Ulster ; thence to prove the gemiinmess of Ossian's 
poems, as well as ttie purity and fidthfiilness of 
their.translation. The attempt is a bold one ; ?ftttd 
though more curious than most subjeets. which 
adnut not of certainty, any interest which it 

• Hugh Cftiiipbell, tu^ 
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thUMd tte may ^irciie Must be dotibly heightehecl, when it fihall 
te^e wM^ be found, that, in the mind of this auAor, the oroofa 

ofFingal** 

battiea. ^^e ani]4y sufficient to oonrfnce all unprejudiced 

persons that Fingal and his warriors did come from 
Scotland to Ireland to fight and conquer ; that 
here is the country which witnessed their achiete- 
ments ; and that tfie cause of Ossian now stands on 
a more undodbted basis than any former proofs had 
been snffident to plate it 

To ehief deeply into Ais tortured tfnd iHidless 
controversy would be irrelevant ; but it may not be 
amiss to show, with all possible brevity, the depen- 
dance whidi ougbt to be placed on the marvellous, 
and apparenUy imposing proofs of this ingenious 
commentator. As meant to establish the authen- 
ticity of those works ascribed to the great northern 
epic poet, they are as futile and unavailable as Can 
well be imagined ; whidi may be shown, iii/^many 
cases, not only by comiter argnmentil of a similar 
kind, bat firom the very ivords and sentences of the 
poems in question. 

Thb firsts and what might appear p^baps to a 
superficial reader the strongest ar guiment^ is drawn 
from the resemblance between the name of Cam- 
money, which bounds the pari»b of Belfast, towards 
the north, and the Carmona of Ossian. So great, 
indeed, and so striking is the coincidence, that, ac- 



Digitized 



by Google 



tftll* 



217 

eordittg to the defender of die bard, tb^re is no diffi'- ^^^^^ 
eulty whatever in ascertaining that they are one and 
the same place ; the bare mention of the circum^ 
«tanoe is sufficient. Nothing, howcTer, can possi'^ 
hlj be more deficient in proof; and from the ex^ 
treme feebleness of this argument, nrhich seems to 
be reckoned on as an indisputable foundation, an 
estimate might almost be formed of those which ac»* 
company it^ 

Ir other evidence were wanting, it might be 
proved that Carnmoney is rather a modem name ; 
the parish at present so calledf having been formerly 
denominated Coole. This however may be passed 
over as immaterial, if it can be shown, beyond a 
doubt, that the Carmona mentioned by Ossian was 
Bot in Ireland, as the pamphlet would endeavour to 
persuade us, but in Scotland, or in whatever other 
country acknowledged the matchless Fingal for its 
king.^In the poem of << Cathlin of Clutha, *' the poet 
speaks of the <^ echoing bay of Carmona ;'* but tihmre 
are no words whatever, either before or after, by whidi 
a reader would be led to imagine, that this said 
^^ echoing bay'' was disewhere than in Scotland* 
The ground work of the poem is laid there. Fingal, 
and his warriors, wUle in their own kingdom of Mor- 
ven, s4w, in the bay of Carmona, the ^* bounding 
ship,'* wMch contained Cathlin, who came from a 
K 2 
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dbtaiii oountry rnqairiiig aid to avengis Ida ftfliar'^a 
murder. Oaaian and Oicar ware ckoaen far diia 
axpeditfon ; and it appeara from tbe arguoieiit, aa 
wdl f s from Ae poejn itaelfi that tbey aisled /rom 
X?armoaa'a bay* Thfiaa lUttgs mufi aj^pwr aa plain 
and deoiaiTe to every reader aa they ba^ to Mr* 
Maopfaeraon^ or aoaie other eeffnmeatatorf wbft baa 
takea «are to add ia a note tbe derivMion q( tb^ 
word Carmona,^ and to inform us th^t it waa ap 
arm of the sea in the neighbourhood of Selma : Sel- 
ma and Morv^^ am aynonyiaovia, und V^^^^fm i« te- 
|H«aeattd aa 4he refined biftgdam of Fiogal in TSio^ 
Britain. 

Lb8t Ibia might not be ^uffipient, another proof, 
equally pa]pable> aball be brongbt forward. Finr 
gal, Oaaian and olbera made aa eifeunHon into Ire-* 
Jand, but were speedily recalled, to oppose a Bri* 
tisb ebief wh<> had invaded tbe kingdoca of Monen 
iii tbeif abaenee. Tbe poem of Latbmon ia tbe fiub^ 
jeetoftbiscMteat, ^nd opens with seme impatieqi 
exolamatiMa of Fiagal, at his detention by con* 
traf y winds on tbe Iriah ooast. At lengib however 



^ Thb verf df»iv«t^oa also it s coadfisive ar^um^t seaiau tie 
identity of tbe two places, Carmona is stated id Osslan to signify 
<' thf tMQT of i^e ^k bfpw* Haii^'* Mr. Cf^nfhell, tA vial^s it litar 
en bis own system, has taken tbe liberty of dropfmig^tbe n in Cam- 
8Boney> which fs a iroed tetaUy diObrent from CtimauM^ and ioitead 
of meaning •* the biy of the dark brown bills," is translated bj tbe 
'•Cairn in the Bog.*' 
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aid 

^btht d^s Ai^ dpreftd ; m4 tkuit rttshing, as the 

K<»r#eiil^i4s I todtfa^foetetrctttbled in Ia^pf«. 
seller. Tte# idtiiMi i)l? Oii^tMdft kM ^tfflff^ ap- 
pdMsr so dteAv, ftai it k incUCt^ ^ ^t§Di^bitildit^ 
h6W txe Aii^Sb&t i^i <bia dfefeilcd eoltid hitire falldli in- 
to l!l« itrfi^nge ^^fti^tA t«r iflikli his bjpotlissk itk 
Ais excise I&enfahfy teadd* 

^Hid pompblel #(mid alsw ^d^v#iy# t0 €WAiriil«^ "niereedr 
ii» Oiai iSi^ rtvef I^^^H i« desigmtted Vy O^iaii Mthe 
«ld«r Ac^ llaiM of ^^ i«^dy L^go ^** and <» »ueh ^b^ 
asiB^iim f 0tel«l directly t« the ««lbj0cf k bd^ted, i€ isr 
proper lo^ gli^ir bat* an\i>apjratttitble M asstmyption 
h^m b^Mi ttiade ftls^i }» thi# ini^a&eey L^go Is^ Kerar 
4asedb6d ^ir ifi^Mlcii^ is thciae {i^iecaa a» a rivef ; 
ftmi tb# freqttettt fiotkM wfaM^ df^ lafcen ef it, aiid 
die iiynMrrMiB simiks m ifietaj^ors whieh H sup- 
pBcs, lATaiialkly and M^destienabty deels^e It to be 
a lakei It ig ex^pv^srslj (5aH^ ^* Logo's Me/^ 
which has iiat «Ase% itcM ^ny i^^norskiee on the paH 
of dill trriler ft9 to ibe disiitfiotM)!^ betweefu thef two 
bodScs of water ; Ur me read repeatedly of ^* tiu^ 
bar's stream/' but in no instance of Ijego's stream, 
or aiiy cfOxer epithet applieabfe to that rivef. It is 
Boi o( 9iich size ai^ to bear the least reserabhmce to 
a lakeland in fael die argument in thkar, ae in the 
preceding case^ rests on so weak a foundation that 
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it is sarprising how it could have been adTanced bj 
awriterof judgment and discriininatioii. Oman, in 
one of. his deecriptiona, speaks of Lego*s ^ sable 
surge ;** and therefore, because the Lagan has a 
dull course from Lisbum to Belfast, it is the ^* reed j 
Lego ;" and tisbum must be the place where 
Branno performed his eartUy pilgrimage. Good 
logic and sound. That the Lagan, however, aj^pean 
a sluggish stream, must, in a great degre(^, be at* 
tributed to the locks which preserve the level, for 
there are dghty feet of a fall between Lbbum and 
Belfast, and it was really one of the arguments used 
against the design of converting this river into a 
canal, that the banks on each side were freqti^itly 
carried away by its rapidity. But is not the writw of 
this vindication absurdly inconsistent with himself, 
when he founds his argument for these places beingthe 
same, on the presumption of their mutual smoothness 
and placidity,* and yet in the very poems, with 
which doubtless he is well acquainted, there are such 
expressions as these : ^^ like the strength of Hie 
waves of Lego ;'' or '^ the dark rolling waves ei 
Lego.^^ This, however, is a secondary argument, 
and need not be much insisted on ; for it ia as im- 



• BetidM all this, the epithet iaUe meant dark, aiid sol imooth mr 
placid. 

It b alio, perhaps, worth mentioniag, that in a map of Ireland pre. 
Tioua to the 13th century, to which I have fonnerij referred, and 
which appean'to he the joint production of fome of our moet learned 
and celebrated antiquariei, the river Lagan if ealled Bom. 
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posidbWto reconeila adTene ptoob, as to transfomi 
alakeiatoariTer. 

Tbb hoUowness of the whole reasoning reUtiTe to 
this part of the subject, may also be shown by ano- 
ther, not perhaps indeed so uneqaiTocal a method. 
In that short effusion styled << The Death of Cuthul- 
lin/* the poet caUsthe rebel Torlath, whom the for- 
mer oTerthrew, ^* chief of Lego ;** and relates, that 
at his death, he was mourned by '< Lego's heroes,*' 
his compeers in arms ; while in the argument to 
this poem we are informed, that Torlath was a Con* 
iiau^^t warrior. It is unnecessary to mention the 
distatice between the two places. 

AoAiN ; Cuthullin and Torhth engaged in single 
combat, while the army of each stood aloof ; the f<Mr- 
mer commanding his companions to retire to Sli- 
mora's shady side, within view of the engagement, 
as appears by the sequel ; and in the poem of Te- 
mora, Carril, the bard, who had accompanied Cu« 
thuUitt in his expe^tion, is represented as coming 
from this same dark SUmora with the news of the 
hero's £all ; there is a note expressly added, that it 
was a hill in Connaught near wUch Cuthullin was 
slain, and yet the battle in which he fell took place, 
according to the poem, at Lego. These are plain 
contradictions, and if they were the only arguments 
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Tskht Ctfiicldtargtti WM llteTam <rftfae aMSmts 
i« Mtireljr eoDjeeCitfal, wd adt^Med triib Ibe nM»t 
dogmatieal conidMee withoiii any attempl to W 
supported by proof, or to liave it oonddttpod that 
argument Wat at att necoMary for the "eoaftrmatiMi 
, ni iudi an opinion* 

iteavehfli TttK anflior l^i^o* tike Gate MB U^ ho Oe^* tti«ty 
ci^dT^ Cromla'' of Ossian. Aa the poraia, bow^Ttr, gite 
BO reaaon wliatever to balio^e that sutb a. eonjootiffa 
is well founded, it waa t# ba^o been oxpectod Oat 
we might at least have been favoured with some lit- 
tleiUnslrationofit. WearolotdtbatCadialKii^'re* 
tired to his cave at Crotisla ^ and thia la perhapa the 
reasoft why the mountain in qiieatb^n, which h well 
known for the excatatiooa in ita rocix, ia» been ae* 
lected. If such b^ tba caao, howler, the svpposi- 
tion is invalid^ as none #f Iba eaves hore^ wodd 
agree in appearance with that ascribed by Osirian lo 
Cnthullin, beside which, wearo tald, fdt a feanSBg 



* ThoMBiitSfli at«fa to editfoBof Ostiio'i-j^iiis pubiitbeJiit Mr. 
Macp|ierion*ft life time. They are writtea consequentljr by himself* 
end m pfovlng bim to hefe been a nracli better *' Celtic Aotiqacry'' 
than the gentlemao who has been lately raised to that biglb dignity, 
form an unanswerable and overwhelming proof against Ae system of 
iheUtUr. 
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tdrrtn*. There ia qo wator near toy of those at tfie 
OaYa WU< It h but fair, how^^W, to meation, tliat 
die deMmptioa of Catballin'Q dwdliag plaue would 
suit maeh better a hole ia th^ roch at Woodhara 
watwfoU, aboTO Carriekfergas, called '^ Peter's 
Cave.'* Thia place haa probably escaped the pry*- 
img eye of the ^^ Celtie antiquary ;^' but if it should 
haye been the maneiM house of CuthuUin, the 
^^ atfong ariaed son ef the sword^ has been cou- 
teated with indifierent aooommodations, for he eer- 
taialy could not repose Mmself, as reported of the 
deF¥i« in the SpectsUeri after the manner of the east- 
ern nations. The conjecture, however/ receives a 
Htfong corroboration from the faet, that close be- 
side it, is another small hole which might have 
served iu U^u of better, to house the bay cattle and 
the glittering chariot of ^^ the generous son of 
fiemo.'* 

Bdt to enter on something serious. The author cmmiiiiand 
of this neat little pamphlet may be assured that the Midtobet&e 
people hens have derived no trifling amua^nent from 
his fesearehes. They stared, and were amazed, 
(and it was impossible they could do otherwise) 
when inSodrmed by a passing traveller from a dis«* 
tant country the most minute particuhuns of the his* 
tory and former state of their very fields and gar«« 
dens ; when the most glorious and touching inei* 
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dents of the ^* otden time** were brought home to 
timr very doors, of which tiiey, the natiTes-^heji 
the ^* duU weeds,** had remained from age to age in 
shamefol and total ignorance. There was some- 
thing ominous, and at the same time something de- 
grading in the taiatter ; but when their wonder had 
fallen a few degrees, they began to discoTer the 
presence of a number of slips or errors that had, 
notwithstandipg the caution of the author, made 
good their entrance into his patriotic docu- 
ment. This was considered somewhat odd, and as 
surprise is fortunately a passion which does not con- 
tinue to act Tery long on the human faculties, its de- 
parture was marked by the return of sob^^ cool 
inquiry, who discovered, in the twinkling of an eye, 
that the whole system possessed not in itself the 
least soundness or strength. Nothing tended more 
to accelerate this opinion than the account which 
was given of the pretty little village of Crumlin, the 
name of which was said to be a derivation from the 
more ancient title of Cromleagh, an Ossianic appel- 
lation, meaning, according to this pamphlet, high- 
hill. It was, however, well known, and never d- 
ther questioned or denied, that the word Crumlin is 
a corruption of Camlin, which signifies the crooted 
or winding water. Before he ventured on so very 
minute accounts of the topography of our country, 
this acute antiquary should certainly, as in duty 
bound, have read and studied with peculiar care 
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thdi^e three invaluable yolumes which have be'dii 
compiled on the Statistit^s of Ireland, in the second 
of which, and in the survey of the parish in question, 
he will find evidence sufficient to make lum retract 
Ms opinion. It is there shown that Crumlin is de- 
rived from Camlin and not from Cromleagh, and no 
cme certadnly will be disposed to deny that Camlin 
and Cromleagh have as little resemblance to each 
Other as could possibly exist between two words 
which begin with the same letter, without taking at 
all into consideration the contradiction that one sig-' 
nifies a portion of laiid^ and the other, water. 

ANotfi^R argument is derived from the frequentt ^S^S^^ 
mention which is made in O'ssian ^ of four grey stones — ' 
bdlng placed as tombs over the illustrious dead. In- 
numerable, says the author of this pamphlet, are the 
monuments of this kind, wMch are .to be met with 
itf travelling among thege hills. I h^ive never ob- 
serted^ ^inaong the mountains in tMs or the neigh- 
bouring parishes, four girey stones, in any regular 
or uniform position. *^ EJxdasively of the cairns, 
there may be seen, generally in the rocky districts 
of the mountains, several little heaps of stones ; 
sometimes more than four, as often, perhaps, less, 
but always, if I may trust my own judgment, con- 
gregated together by some shock of nature. 
F 2 



Digitized 



by Google 



236 

Though it is perhaps digressing too far from the 
object of the preBeUt work, to dwell atiy longer on 
this subject, especially as tha^trongest proofs against 
it are drawn from the internal evidence of the poems 
tbemseWesy I cannot refrain from making a very 
leW farth^er observations on ihe other cdincideiices 
which have been advanced in support of so rare a 
system. 

TflEitc seems theii to be much stress laid ofi a 

passage in tbe Fourth Bode of Fingal, inasmudi as 

The hm of ^h^ appearance of a place called the Sandy Braes^ 

Mora and the \.,^ .iii -^. • i 

^y Bra«i beside Connor, agrees with the description given by 
Ossian of H^ hiH of Mora. The writ^ of these 
remarks has Mv^ sefen either Connor or the Sdndy 
Braes, but having rdTdrred to an evidence equally 
ihideni^ble, it has been foimd that H^e ^^ Celtic an- 
tiquary'* has inadvertently misquote his author, 
and presented us with a sentence on which to tent 
his argunheil^, n4t mueh different in words, but 
widely dissimilar Itl hieaning, from thai which has 
been found in fdur difibrent ediiions of Ossian^a 
poems. In the pamphlet it is thus weirded; ^^ a^ 
the winds of night pour their dark ocean over tlie 
white 6ands 6f Mora," &c. This language is figu- 
rative ; the words, ". their dark ocean," are hiere 
applied to the air, and might affbrd some shadow of 
authority for imagining that the bill of the Sandy 
Braes, which has also, it is said, a hoary summit. 
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was here described. But expressed in the following 
manner in aU the editions ivhidi hitve come under 
my observation, &e phrase, though 'still metapho- 
rical, is dis^ni:^ aad obyious in its meaning : ^^ as 
the winds of night pour the ocean ov^ the wttite 
sands of Mora,^? &e. The poet makem a clep.r com- 
parison between the waves of the sea driven with 
vicjence on the white sandy shore of Mora, and 
^^ ttie sons of LophUn^* advancing to the strife. The 
iiill jntohed on, in this pamf^Iet, as the Mora of Os- 
sian, is many miles from the sea, Besides, there is 
BO evidence whatever to show that the sands of Mo- 
ira were at, or near the ground where the host of Fin- 
gai was assembled, which is represented as in Ire- 
land. Ossian is giving no description of the coun- 
try, but rather glanees at tiie word to complete his 
simile ; and it seeii^s that there were other places, as 
well as that which is mentioned in Fingal, distin- 
^uiAed by the name of Mora, so that it is doubtful 
to which of them the poet may have alluded. In the 
poem of ^* Conlath and Cuthona,*' the dwelling of 
the former in Scotland is caUed Mora. In Berra- 
thon, Ossian himself, feelingly and beautifully la- 
menting the decay of his vigour, exclaims, " be- 
side the stone of Mora I shall fall asleep ;" plainly 
intimating a place in his own country, which was 
dear and familiar to his mind by important or dei- 
lightful associations. These circumstances, how- 
ever, are merely noticed, for it is impossible that ^ 
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reader eould believe that Mora was any where but 
0Q the sea coast ; and if the words of the poems can 
be altered in the manner which has certainly been 
done in this cas0, the controversy may soon he ami- 
cably decided. As it would, however, be by no 
mean^ proper that this knotty point should rest in 
its present obscurity, it surely behoves the ^^ Celtic 
antiquary'' to re-examine the original manuscripts, 
as he is doubtless one of the perpetual trustees to 
whose especial custody the pirecioufi deposits are in- 
trusted. 

The river called the Six-mile-water h^s alsp 
S£r'$* been discovered to be the Lubar of Ossian. The 
poems do not appear in the least to strengthen suc|i 
a supposition ; and in a note tp the Fifth Book of 
femora, there is an explanation of the text which 
makes the river Lubar fall into, the sea. The Six- 
mile- water ruqs into Lough Neagh. In an ex- 
cellent ^^ Sketch of the Road from Belfast to An- 
trim," written by a person who seems to be ei^- 
tremely well acquainted with the antiquities of the 
country, this stfe^m is called Ow^n Neview, or the 
I'iver of the ^opds.* 



pMi4|D. 



Molkiut** 



The heath of Moilena has likewise been noted sui 
p. district near Lough Neagh. It is impossible tq 

* See tbe Belfast Magazine, ▼. iii. p. 276. 
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recoBcile such an account with soQie expressions in 
the poem«, and particularly with-that poetical phrase, 
^* we rushed into Moilena^s bay." Moilena is far 
from the ocean. 

Much more to the same effect might be brought 
forward, were it proper to enter into longer trains 
of argument, or to examine the poems and the 
country, with more minuteness. The digression, 
however, has already been too extended, though 
fully sufficient, it is presumed, to show how untena- 
ble, and how absurd, are the proofs adduced in this 
pamphlet. Instead of confirming the victory of 
^^ the Ossianites,'^ they }Nrove, that the cause which 
has recourse to arguments so remote, and, at best, 
so unsatisfactory, rests on a most weak and totter- 
ing foundation.* 



• It is oeceHary to mention, ibat these remarks on Ossiano have 
|>cen made from tiie critique and extracts of the Literary Gasette ; 
and if the author of the production have been reprehended with jus- 
tice, certainly the critic, who has chimed in to all his errors, should 
participate in the censure. The Literary Gasette affirms that the 
proofs of the pamphleteer go to demonstrate, (the evidence is mathe- 
matical beyond all question) not the arrival of Fiogal in Ulster, but 
the extent of his progresn, ar well as the reality of his achievements ; 
and that the only difficulty arises from too partial an acquaintance 
viith the country, while the absurdity of some of the arguments in 
Ossiano might have been shown without any knowledge whatever of 
the province of Ulster. 

Since writing the preceding remarks, I have seen in different publi- 
cations, an advertisement, purporting, that the author of Ossiano has 
completed his tour of the Highlands of Scotland, and the North of 
I reland ; -and that he is about to republish the poems of his favourite 
bard, with geographical notes, illustrative of the scenery, topopraphy, 
and localities of the father of British poets. 

^e invaluable present has already been made to the curious public. 
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^«^ Thqwh it may fee wpo^sible proye^ tj^fBr^r^, 
from any aoalogrr t^»i^g itetween t|ip fioeips of Qs- 
own aad tjne surrpmiAiiig eo^ntryy tluiLt Hw h^ 
been the Bcene of FiDgal's exploits,. ^tUli it fW0Pt 
be questioned, from the pituation and appearance of 
these fiioqptaina, tbat ]they b^ve becai f|ap^ of ino- 
pnept in d^ys of yore. We pnay thjerirfpr^ t^uly ep- 
Ty tbe fe^ings of \nm, w}io, i^bii® royifig pa these 
bills, innagines ihat be tl9»4^ in i^b^ fpi^tst/ep^ ,Qf Pu^ 
thullin, <^ g^ts^ pn tfipecf rw^fi iirhich haTo echoed 
tbe warbUpgft of ^^ the s^nrc^ «(Oim«iing yojce of Co^ 
H^." Tb0 ^our ipf a i^pHW^f'f pm i the intensity 
of A iifyit^r'p sUvto, irffl pro^uc^ a w<^rld of linages. 
Tbo4igbt pay r^nge f^r aM frieely ; may epiy ure up 
9 hero's sbadp o^ oT^ry ean^^ife^^ pr ^ b^4ip song 
oa every br^es^r W^ PUiy heboid iritb .Q^fv^^i^i^} 
or with awe, the same scene which ihpjasan/ds ^f oii^ 
race, in varioas stages of civilization, b^^e beheld 
with wonder or indiffierence ; tbe same rocks, and 
delis, and pl^^ns, wb^re they bAT.e rjot^ in ^ayage 
conviviality, or chaced the ^ercp prey pf the moun- 
tain and the forest with fearless courage. If it be 

hut M jit bad junfprtiiMMit^ly not fyund its wa/ to Ab^ pvt of tbe 
cauntry wli^n these sheets were pgt jtfi press, civripsity must for a 
bbort time be resUained, though, no doubt, all tb^ pithy arguments 
contained in Osi^^uio, wilb many others of equal cogency, are again 
presented ,to the world, with ** new dresses and decor«aions ;*' all 
deep enough, the piuthor I suppose presumes^ to saMsfy the cravings 
of such as desire .nothing but novelty, or Uie capacijtii^ igi those who 
are to be plea^d witb pi^iuib(e nonse^^ 
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true that the iinagination may be eDrichecl by the 
contemplation of striking or of memorable objects, 
then trill this ^lace warm the fancy add temper the 
enthusiasm oflthe poet^s mind. 

These, however, are not thoughtsibr every day's 
coiisideratiob ; and though it wouM be curious to 
speculate upoa soeh topics, the distant murmur of 
some water-wheel. or beetling engine might inter- 
rupt the romantic reverie. Nor would an acquaini- 
ancie with the people tend to revive it. They are al* 
together a new stock ; they know nothing of the for- 
mer state or history of those whom their forefathers 
dispoaiessed. Some of the dM and more inquisitive 
may be able to point out the bauntd of the robbers 
df foriner times ; and particulstrly» the dens of that 
mo&t celebrated of all the Irish raj[>paffees, Redmond 
O'Hanlon. But those legends and traditions which 

' the trUie Iri^fa M fimdly cherbh ; which enthusiasm 
has e^tttiilued to preserve, amidst the impetuous ex- 
t^iuinatibiid df war, or tiie more silent Iravages of 
oblivion ; WUdi some can still deliver in reglilar 
numbers, and with all the wildness of untaught ora- 

. tore, afeheretotaily unknown, their place bein|^ sup-* 
plied by more important thoughts, and more momeil* 
tous avocations. 



Digitized 



by Google 



232 

Antiquities. 

^His parish contains none of those magnificent 
remains of antiquity, to lYhich the diyersified scene- 
ry of Ireland is so greatly indebted for its beauty ; 
and iF?hich have so much contributed to strengthen 
the opinion, generally receiyed, of its former cele-> 
brity. But though Aese may be lYanting^ there 
still exist ample materials for curious and original 
discussion ^ equally illustrative of the early state of 
this island, and not less replete with interesting and 
yaluable reflections. 

careb. The cavcs with. ^tiich the cotinty of Antrim 

abounds, and of which there are several in this parish^ 
become properly the first objects of investigation, as 
they are perhaps of more ^arly origin than any other 
works which our rude ancestors have left. The most 
ancient are formed in the earth, and these, it is rea- 
sonable to suppose, are of greater antiquity than |he 
more celebrated caverns which have been hewn out 
of the rocks of the Cave hill, and some other basaltic 
mountains in this county. Of the former descrip- 
tion there are several bere^ but none of them in a 
perfect state. There is one on Wolf hill, about three 
miles west of Belfast, and which is not connected 
with any other artificial work. It was accidentally 
discovered more than thirty years ago, and was then 
so deep that a man could stand upright in it. In 
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consequence, of the quantities of earth and stonesr 
thrown in at the different openings which have 
been made, its depth has been diminlBlftd to little 
more than two fe^ti The breadth of this cave, from 
the opposite sides, is about a yard, and its extent 
must have been rery considerable, as there arc now 
four apertures, the two most distant of wbich are 
upwards of thirsty feet asund^. It appears to have 
been constructed by digging a deep trench in the 
earth, the sides of which have becfn neatly built up 
^ith stones; and then covered with large j9at flags^ 
wbich are still only a few inches distant from the 
surface of the ground. There^ is another cave, of a 
similar kind, situated on a hill in the neighbouring 
townland of Ballymacgarry* There was an en* 
trance from the top, one of the flat stones which 
formed its roof haying been removed. This, how- 
ever^ was again replaced, and the only spot which 
remains for the admission of the inquisitive adven* 
turer is wet and inconvenient. It has been 
frequently explored, and there is an exaggerat- 
ed account, that no person has yet penetrated to 
its termination. The depth of this cave is rather 
greater than that on Wolf hill, its sides are as 
smoothly built, and the covering equally flat and 
massive. Both of them are considerably muti- 
lated, and there may be seen, in different parts 
of the pari^h, several others in a less perfect condi^ 
G 2 
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tion, and which ivili toon^ it is probable, be oUerly 
defaced. There ie one, howe? er, more oompIeCe and 
eitteti«ive thatt dther of thoee which have been meii^ 
tloded, ftituaied al HaAnahstowa, in a Add adjoia^ 
iag the chapdi« It waa Beardhed for concealed pikes 
at the time of the last rebeliioti^ and afterwards^ by 
order of the tttagistrate who attended, carefully 
closed^ Since that period, some of the uppei^ stooea 
hAve, on setrertil occasions, been remoTsd to gratify 
the curioiis^ but the place Is now again eattrely shut, 
and whett la»l 1 saw U) wad ootered with a cntf of 
itt^ariaat eom« From the aoconnts of the conntry 
people, it has several branches or apartments ; and 
the oonstruetiott is e^taotly the same with those al- 
ready described^. Small caves are generally fsand 
in tltose eircnbur enclosures, caUed Danish forts ; 
bal it is. rem^riknbfo, tlmt none ef the three which 
have been noticed are in ceaneotion with any oAer 
artificial remains. la the niunaroua forts^ wUeh 
the parish <contams, there are many cavidea^ 
or nUfaer fennels^ <of a smaller site Ann the preced- 
ing) bnt bearing a olese rcsemblaMXi la ihesa ia 
every o4her Tespecit. 

curioucuTes Ik that moanlai^ called the Cave hSU there avs 

in the Cave 

^^ three cavrnis , nmdi Isrger Asm those just mentioned, 

and dfiferent from them in^reveral other parttcalars. 
They are aX hollow^ ont of an isMnense basaltiiC 
cliff, being entirely, or at least very nearly, the work 
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of «HL There may Itt^e faem at firot bujiD oxcara- 
tmu^lmt tfie foarliof the cbtasel, e«p€CtaUy in tha 
saconi, i« pidaly dinomiibk. That which i« first, 
or lowest in the rock, is. eighteen £eet in breadth, 
from the entrance to the opposite side ; twenty -•one 
£M; ill i»gAj and ^9rj\^g in hdght, from seven 
&wt io<elevm. TIm seoond oara is situated a few 
yaids higlMr iaiheeanie cliff, sad is of a smaller size, 
btfsi«f ahttost iiine feet inlengdi, seren in breadth, and 
ecttraelf eta w bm^t. Fardier up the rock again, 
k <tha4hnrdaaire, wliieb is mudi more eap^^iqus and 
enfiew. Its sitnadea, froin die perpeiMyetaairity 
ef die ascent, and thedefieieaey of nolural {supports 
to assist in the attempt, wottid deter ssost persons 
{warn iiadeitakMif a joaraey whi(^ is tridy perU 
knsi^ from 41m 4DonenrriBg testimeay ef dif* 
femat adraatttiiaiis i»dividitals by whom it has be^n 
roaehed aad^amiMd^ it is said to jceasjiit of two 
jpinlnMiairi Q{ tbosi^^'tho enter is nearly of the 
name dinwasiims vitih the Arst cM4t. From this 
room there brsnehes a aansow passage ta the Jeft^ 
terAiinating in a steey^ abrupt d^speat »i tw^ ^^ 
three yaids^ a«id kading to a Mcg»d Omsvims 
is of still greater eateat^, mA weirs Mioettlly 
esLt Ihaa any of the etbim* It is almost thirty fe«t 
loag,aixt»a broad, and mare thsase^enjiigh. At 
its oxtremity is a large cbiak pr Q»iMt sfiaoeely 
i^uffieient for the adjaiMance of tfie human body. 
This opening shews that the cave does not pene^r 
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irate far into tiie rock, and it may have served eith^ 
for the purpose of letting in air, or as a mare 
coininodious situation for reconnoitring' an enemy 
than the original entranoe. 

The sides of the.fir^t cave are tolerably smo<ftli, 
but the top is ext^remely rough and disjointed^ being 
composed of stony angular projections^ somevrhat 
resembling large.masse? of crystallized. substances. 
Its entrance is extremely large and unshapen^bmng 
in one place seven feet across, and presenting tfinmi a 
short distance a gloomy, or even a terrible appear « 
ance. The second cave is more smoctthatid circu-- 
lar, haying a small grassy, platform in front ; and 
close beside it is another excavation in the. roek, 
nine feet long, and about fQur broad. The antiquity 
of these caverns must be very great, . and after the 
most diluent .inquiry it has been impossible to dis- 
cover any tradition of the residents, or makers of 
sudi curious. habitations. Some few ascribe than 
to the Danes ; but if questioned fartii^, it will be 
found that this is conjecture, and not tradition. Ex-* 
cept the thirds they could not have afforded any se^ 
cure c<mceafanent. The first is low in situation, and 
is visible almost at the distance of two miles. Nor 
is there at present any traditional evidence to sup- 
port the . assertion, that Cutfaullin once resided in 
these caves, this being, indeed, a species of proof, 
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very likely to exist. 

With pespect, however, to the uses of those caves ^^*J^^ 
which have been dug in the earth, various supposi- 
tions have been made. It is well known that the 
ancient Germans, Britons, and Irish used what 
mi^ht properly be translated earth habitatumSy and 
which are commonly supposed to have been in win- 
ter " their j permanent residence. Sir James Ware 
and Molyneux expose the opinion, that the caves or 
vaults in forts could ever have served for dwellings, 
because of their extreme narrowness, and the want 
of any passage for light or smoke, but rather for . 
store<-houses or places of temporary concealment. 
This account is very rational, though there are oer- 
taitfly many dens formed in the earth in different 
parts of Ireland, which, from their size and several 
other satisfactory proofs, have undoubtedly been iur 
habited. Except those in the Cave hill, there arp 
none here capable at present of affording aiiy of the 
cohveniencies which would be required in such 
cases. It is most probable, indeed, that the ancient 
Irish lived only in the larger caves ; and those in 
this parish, from their size, structure, and command- 
ing situations, seem rathw to have been used as 
places of concealment or ambuscade. That on 
Wolf hill is completely adapted for such a purpose, 
and a view of the surrounding country might be obr 
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UttMd from it by a penron efttinly hiddMi bom ob* 
senratioii. But they may also lum bees appKed,* 
on different oocaaions, to various uses. One which 
WM dkooTered aome years mgo ia flw parivh^ bat 
which is now destroyed, oonteiiied it Minber of 
b4HieB teAwMiag tbaae of shisep. It baa likewiae 
beea eo^jeotarod, and prohaUy with trath, thai 
they have in later times been ehieAy aartioe* 
able for aeonring from ptamler Uk eora and aitfaer 
proTisiona of the poorer Irish diirina^ tiia wars 
which BO loog agitated tiua Uagdooi. 

Fbfta. Thb low forts, gmeraily aaid to have beea 009- 

structed by the Danes, or oanaideredat least asflult^ 
tar y aatiijuities, mn found in extraordinary moabers 
in tins parish. They am most frequently situated 
between the town of Belfast and the alountains, and 
are partSculariy nameroua at die foot of 8iiiaire*a 
hiH. In general, they are low and eironlar^ oitbar 
surrounded wtth lre»dies, or retainii^ marks oi 
having been fom^y possessed of sueh dofences, 
which remain ia some caaes so xxMi^lete as to be yet 
filled with water. With the exertion of Mac Art's 
Fort, there are none here remarkable for their size. 
They are not more Aan from fi¥e to twdm &et ia 
height, and always lower towards the centre tban at 
the outer side. Their numbor, in particular places, 
the cavea or boles which many of tiwM oontwn, and 
the fine views which they muYenMHy command, are 
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pMbably aB, aa to their external oppearanoey wbieli 
will BOW attract the attention of the ourioua ob- 



tm ediebmted Mao Art's Fort, on the Catie hill, Mac ah^ 

■tot. 

19 the largest and b^t known in thta parish. There 
is, howeirer^ neilher reoonl or tradition to in* 
form US when or by whom it was made* Many 
chieftains of the name of Mac Art, belonging to the 
O^Neil family, who so long possessed this country, 
are mentioned in Irish history, so that it has proba- 
bly been constructed by one of these for protection 
and defence4 This fort is partly natnrfrl, and partly 
artificial, a high and perpendicular basaltic rock 
compoMng one of its sides, the other being formed 
in the same manner as those at the foot of the moun* 
tains, but with the ditch and trench of rastly greater 
depths The summit is neither smooth nor circular, 
Tlffi edges, particularly next tlie rock, are broken 
and uneven ; but the whole circumference, as well 
an it can be cdculated, isabonttwo hundred yards> 



• Vmt tte otntie it a Utg% bok of • diy gftvsHf toil, c»!ted lb* 
Gt«it*t Pooch Bowl, A yery iocopgruoas name. The punch bowl, 
hoiwcTcr, has latdy receifed a vaifk aMition to Ht difoaoMoat, owiag 
lo the haTOC of a certain adfeotarar, assisted bj a number of persons 
unknown, who heard, or dreamed, or fancied that they were destined 
to be the discoverers of hidden treasure. This was the greatest of se« 
Teral attempts that had been made in the same place, and for the 
aaaie parpose. For one whole day spades, asaitoeks, and shoveJa 
were in requisition ; the labour was vast ; the hopes were great ; a^w 
elevated ; now dep ies s e d . The rodcs re-ecfafMd to the lusty Stfeke^ 
the spirit of CothulUn stood aghast ; the *« mialy CrouUa*' bad S(9y»r 
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The fort itself is a conspicuous Object to the cdHHtrjT 
for many miles around , and its formation has un- 
doubtedly cost Tast labour^ The passage across 
the ditch is still of great height and solidity, and has 
been made by leaYing part of the gi'ound remaining 
when the. fosse was dug. As a place of security it 
must haye been of great importance^ and the side 
which is formed of rocks would^ in early times^ eyen 
if weakly defended, have been totally imprjESgnable. 
The situation is not less picturesque than bold and 
commanding ; nor could the most watchful enemy 
approach, either by sea. or land, without attracting 
obseryation from its stern and towering summit. . 

ton wiiiianL There is one fort in ttiis parish of a very different 
nature from all tlie rest, both in point of shape and 
date. It is about sixty feet square, and furnished, 
not only with a deep ditch, but wi<h bastions or flank- 
ers at the corners. It is situated near the sh(»re, 
one mile and a half from Belfast, and j according to 
tradition, was an intrenchment thrown up by King. 
William in his progress through this kingdom. 
Olose beside this fort is another of the more ancient 
kind, with a cave in the centre, which has never been 
explored, being generally filled with water. 

seen such doiogs ; and the news soon spread '< over Lena*» rusUtog 
heath.** It was the effort of a day, and nothing more ; " gloomy 
and sad" returned the hero of the piece, and bis coadjators foUowed, , 
"humming surly songs." 
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Th^ mtive^al tradition whtdh attribuiieis the^e origin, &c. of 
forts to tiie Danes, is probably , in part at least, cor- 
rect. We know, however, fewai the I'esearches of 
)ijitiiqUaries^ that Aey were also niade by the Irish^ 
both Wore and after the arrival of these iHTadersi 
From^arions ciFCumstances, there is reason to think 
tbat the snialle^ forts were not used either by Irish 
or Daneti as stations of defence. Their situation, in 
general, could not have been very favouralble for such 
a purpose ; nor could they from flieir Idwness and 
small site have cSther opposed, for any lenglh of 
time, the progress of assailants, or wscommodated a 
sufficient number of men to repel their attacks. It 
would have been by no means judicious for the car^ 
rying on of a defensive war to have relied on fortifica- 
tions, too numerous and inconsiderable, to offi^r any 
effectual resistance. It is a common observation, 
that from one, another may be se^a, a dtcumstance 
which certainly indicates, that their use has been 
rather for peace than war. The earth of which they 
are composed is always extremely black and rich ; 
domestic utensils are occasionally found at them, 
which prove, at least, that they have not been tern «^ 
porary habitations. Besides, in timed when peace 
and safety were best to be procured by strength, it is 
natural to think that forts or elevations of this kind 
would present the most simple and most commodi- 
ous places of security. A petty chief might collect 

h2 
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at ni^t kfil dPIimd^intp Md l^attki into Mf of 

}»ly siuiateil^ inisht f e«t in ftc^tdfm tfom sij 
8Mrt m iiQiifidktd dMgir'^ TM» <wlm>ii i» 
Mt aesv, but witt fieirti^iM ht fewid 9«^ gefifWlUj 

Mttvtod &p liy 9WP^ciV»g Oie^i^ to. have )>een jiq^t 
4M«e4 ¥y «l|i^ §{ #9^760^ 4«S^a fif pjO'^er ^4 

wtlmity f Tl^o«gii^ 14 imy ^w^v tb^ tbsut ino»4 of 
tiiMi ]b»Y§^ b^flft <W4^iiia{ly «ad^ ^ b^bit^tjon^^ ^ 
by naiiif»«f foikfm tbajvtbe laig^ ra% bftT^ wt 
olton <it ?Ptii§ly «fw^^ M mi^^y ,^fhm^ 

\Q, A§ raxv^t^ 9Ad b^rbajroH* pe^M^ oC IrlMi bW- 
ig»a^ 999iQ«fo> ftRd puobablj tb^ v^o^t ancient^ 9r« 



which M a strong corrolionitron of the opinion above cxptessMt 

which certainly seems very improbable. In that excellent Acooeai 
of GleDtf7» d<v i» thA «f^oMi Vo|««9f 9I M«lsoi|*!i Sit^^MM S^PV 
of Ireland, it is said that these forts were similar to our present che« 
pete of eeae, for tfi» ootTeoie^ee of those wrha veitt dUlMt fkan Iktt 

SWit temples. Nothing surely could l^e roc|re wildly hypoth^ieal 
ad this. It ie alftpgether imposf iUe ti^aft thcy^ oonld V*ve bees ii* 
teaM for i;el|gious pujrpq^e^j^ tbdr number h 9p. awasyigly fgjfn^ 
It in usual to hear persons ^bs^ve that not a fisrm h whhoQt Mie ; 
. 1^ I ^vea^ei^ia'tbiamiqhtmtint^iogl^fi^l^QC «(0^ frf«l^ i|i^ 
If such a ftipposition eootd be established. It would form a woigHty 

was called Inamm Banctonim before the introduction of Christianhj. 
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8ttM •rrcrW'^liiadi^ TtM th^de Hhete tMd In ivaf, 
Onir •fppnumnw, llieil' iiitfiibei*i Md tihe t^tlMlc^ of 
dKfe AlMriMB MVi^^ hi iHte d^y^ wt9«ltt Mem hi- 
diilMMkly 1^ pfbfe. It #Mld he diffieuH , h6r#eter, 
to convince many persons of this ftnffa. Tbejr arfe 
sharp at the point, and though rough, or even some- 
irhat indtated at the edges/ wdnld from Ibeir 
weight, if sent with telooiiyi iilflif^t a dangerbUs 
ironvd. Thty are of dif^eflt sis^, commoiily 
aboal toi indh in length, ddfiftethnes t^e; whtle 
aOidra aginn tire Me£tireiAeIyi^oIlaiidthlri,tbotigh 
siii wdl proportlortied, that they Oo^Id hare little 
iflftueftce oa the hxmtm body, ^Hd may perhaps have 
been wed fiir ihe d&stmctioa of Mrds, or other 
small animatld. Ifftily of these weapons are consi- 
derslbly pofisbed, a^d when in a perfect state, have 
alwaya a p&n of the flint projecting by which they 
might be litt^h^d to th6 ^rows. Inhere are some, 
however, occasionally procured of k very different 
kind, exactly resembfing a lozenge in shape, iiiough 
in other respects similar io tb^ former, and possess- 
in|^ as nikuy Varieties of size, 

Mk'tCBtrt^ Oft stoUe an& also foiitid in this tiarish, but scone 
Ate not tso nomeroail as the former. They are some- 
times made of white flint, but more frequently of a 
black close grained stone, which is often so smooth 
as to render it probable that the instruments have 
been forikied, or at least finished, by friction . They 
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are often mistaken for weayers' rub*stoi|e$i^ a pur-r 
pose t|i49ed to wbjdi they are. in ^any cmes. ap->. 
plied ; but from their shape, and .th9;shaipi|efi9rivr^i<A. 
they still retain, hay^ iMii4oqbtedly b^A.Uft^d. &«. 
offensive weapons. . ^ .- ^. ,^ 

Brazen celts, Tpe bpazen Celts, which hftVeocbasidaed so much 
disputation, are probably of a less ancient idater 
The instruments to which this name is sometimes re-- 
stricted, are much longer than modern :hatdiets,in: 
proportion to their breadth^ and are without^any hide* 
by which t|)ey might be affixed to a shaft or bandlev 
There is a sort of groove at the. top, (m each of tihe 
flat sides, by which it is rendered doubtful in' what 
manner they have been used, whether. for tfarusting 
Vke a sword, or striking as aa axe. These celte 
vary greatly in their form and appeiira^oe, nftany 
being flat, and having no grooves on their sides. 
There aire also other wailike weapons very difie- 
xmt iii shape, but made of the same metal. The 
most common bear a considerable r^emblance to 
hatchets, but are of greai^x breadth, and furnishe4 
with sockets so deep and large, as to make the in- 
struments almost entirely hollow. There is like- 
wise a kind of hodcor ring attached to themy which, 
it has been conjectured, was inteiul^d for stringing 
a number together ; or more probably, to hold a 
thong, for the purpose of drawing back the w^eapon 
>yhen engaged with an enemy in close combat. 
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Tbe oommon celts, are most freqaentigr' diso«rver« 
edl'invlbis \pCiridi. - The .sitbstanoe of whidi &ey 
am compmed'^MiAttemAf haj^d^faiidy except sieelj 
takes perhaps^' all edge of ^ater keenness than 
any metal of modern times. 

Jj.wiU next he n^Qe989ry to n^tSit^e this Daoes^ nime^ipipei. 
pipepB, which-, are, f<mn.d hare in amazing niunfaoniy 
g^<aiiaUy:iiir the ditdties. of oU: forts/ TMy are. made 
of.clp^-^iand a/te not so U^ng a9 thpae^itaed al pre- 
seat.^ l^c^bowl dr: Qup, boWoyery '.ia'.coiiiBidehibly 
lai^iror^ and g^ws gradually smaller firom the middle 
to:ward^ the two^#tfdl9. If ili^se. pi|»8 were in traded 
for smdkingy^lheir a«tqni$hing .nnniber would oer^ 
taioly-peem toimfdlyiail oyerwh^mingswam ofin^ 
ya4ers9 or. that the practio^'was icommon aipong the 
ifi^e.inhabi^niaof the <?Qttntry.1^ ' 

Quern stones also are som^tiipe^ dug up in thU 
parish^ They haye an exait^t Resemblance to tbe 
sb^pe of a common grinding stone, for which they 



« If tboe pipes belonged to tbe Daoes, as their name would ap- 
pear to prove, it is anotber proof of the universality and antiquity of 
that moat absurd of all practices, smoking. If this be the case, It be- 
comes a matter worthy of the inquiry of the antiquary, what root or 
bCTb was used for the purpose. Though they come under the deno- 
mination of cutliett and horn their shortness are rather inconvenient. 
Che^ have been repeatedly tried, and have been found, to use a tech- 
nical term, to draw to admiration. From the shape of the bowl this 
might be expected ; but it is certainly a curious subject of specula- 
tion, to see a civilised man of the present age. using for tbe same 
purpose, the very instrument which had graced the mouth of a sa- 
vBgea Uipusand years before. 
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wivfitaiirabstiMdl} uidtihas bew §Mmm^f 
thai Ihcj kat» Imm «mm1 i»» thelmritfog i^t hM 
iMfcm Iktisyetttioii of ttoiiBCifediti#M tt^ 

Thirs was formerij aMint an flbatdp af wdi nf 
tbe U^ mouataina in ihiB pariah. They do not ap- 
pear fai gMenil«»ba^tf Inmi lir^ origfaiiAy,ttid 
at p iu aant awt mnrik dfaflgfWteA^ <heoia«r at<tei«B%«&if 
reaiovaAf«rlbuUHitf^tt«diM. TheMk^ikttliMiiirtMil 
of ifaii kiwi Ott tte Oav«idili| oM M H^flifiTa hill, 
anotlMr aM C«lin«^m«iy and ft fMnh M ibe VMk 
nMNitttain, oatfei tta 0{tliVrt Qnne. Thil Sit- 
ter ia noaflf 40M«y^ } bni, l i c et idtug 16 !li6 ltetl« 

grata, with a h ea nbt on^ whMi it tftSI Id he aeen, 
maAad Mth acfti^ttl atMkea, both perpMftdl«iifauc aiid 
horiaontal. But the hirgeat eaini Irhicb Oe 
pariah contains, is near its weatem extremity, on a 
hill beyond Deffe. It is i^Iled Carit Sean Baidlie, 
or the Ci6m of Ydow John, and is probably Ibe 
rude mausokum of some narenrembered (Ai^lain, 
who has been great and mighty in his day. 



ADti<iuity Much has been written to diow ite aitthttitty and 

ofcaitm. ng^ 0f these cairfts, as well as their agreemOBt 
with similar memorials among all the ancient nations 
of the world. There is not a doubt of their hating 
been used, at least on maity occasions, as ce^etries 
for the dead. The most direct and unanaWeraUa 
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iNPMf ia wnmt of tips M 4eri^§4 from ^ feet^ tlnut 

of mortality. . Thlf > )MW9?^» ^^et not prove that 
their uses may not have been variouB, or that heaps 

«l^S9t|^ 4iffiE)V^t- !f^k9^ cfdrn on iho CltY9 NU^ 
for imtpf^eft ^IMMurUlfd I^y tn^dHioa to baife bem 
ereo^ (m ^ pmimMWoraljioii of ^ jbi|(ijlte wUcli^ ww 
f<>1l8M9kt ^^ plai;^w)iQK ilr stands. 4pst on the 
bpfd^rii q( ibi» I#|i«b, but ni^ in Towpkyfttficl;, 
igre tj^e^ c^^f» of sk very coi^siderab}^ moiMAPSSttt of 
tl^ )aji<ili4^1^ Q%t C^iri^r^ir Til? Jim9^i4 BvtOo^ 
li m m^tt fH^9l(^ op ask fmnepioei, Uke th^ otiMNra 
ipr)i»fili ¥»?f^ l^f^ w^ti^Mjk >ik4i ki 9r lovo) yim^ b^ 
ii9om t^Ciloi]^ Intt ^pd anoltt^y Ww.moiu^n i* tti# 
paiiflib ^ Tmi^Qpatf i^ « Ttt^ plao« k nctt <4mMa 

for a field of battle* The two parties might |^^^ on?- 
camped on opposite heights, and descended into the 
W^ pWttt wWch ill iMee^mwgh fot a Um bnndred 
OM^. to i^gago.^ Tb^ st^nea imtf ba^ l^^m ^^ *- 
wyr4a )(SW^ ^?i v^ onl|^ (o serv^ as a tQip»b ^ ik$ 
slabi, hut aa a meiaoH^l Qf tfac^ ^Mfi^ T^« i^ 
a 9MooA c;»ira adjoiAuif tt«»»> Imtnf atiniiob hhmiI* 
1» f4^> and fHTQb^ly qDW?ii« either aoia^^ uFarrior 
wlMisfi addfiYeiumto merited partifiMtoit braqur^o? 
e)se been vm^ pt^ tb^ Yem^aii]t» 9I tito^i pcurty ipdi^b 
oc^^^Qd or ^Wi«h ^^s ^w^wib^ in tbQ g<m4iot. 
Tbere in Wh tc^dition tA Mom i»a i^lieja it^a b^Mlf 
waa im^> bi|ti U tm ceitaul^]^ been at soom) v^rj 
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Iremote {veruid ; The greater part of the ^toneii hate 
been removed for endosures, but the grouitd arouDd 
it is yet unbroken by the himhandman. • 

TfiBRB are many arg^menti - htMght forward^ 
particularly by Ml". HsOriii, td show that cairns 
have been' raised for .the establbhm^nt df co- 
Tenants, federal sanctions, and sevefal- other civil 
and Religious purposes. His proofs are certainly 
both striking and cogent ; and though cairns have 
undoubtedly been in matiy, perhaps in most cases, 
rude septtldiifes, they may often have beenoonse-' 
crated also by religious rites, and from thesituaAiona 
in whidi they are generally erected, must have kept 
the importance^, as well as the greatness of the events 
which produced them; in strong and perpetual re- 
membrance. 

Ecclesiastical Of ecdesiastical antiquitite this parish is at pre- 
sent remarkably barren/ It was not> howev^, al- 
ways in such a state, though il never contained any 
abbey or monastery. The priAoipal rdigious edi- 
fice that belolftg6d to this place; but of which not ti 
vestige has ousted within the memory of any per- 
son living, was the Church at Shankill^ about a mile 
north trest from Belfast. It Was formerly called the 
Churdi of Sti Patrick, at the White Ford, and from 
this name is supposed td have been founded by our 
tutelar apostle. It was also denominated Shankill 



church. 
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or the Old Church, to distinguish it from others in 
the neighbourhood. Previous to the Reformation 
it had been attached to the Priory of Down ; atid af- 
ter that event to the Deanery of Clandermont.^ 
The only relic which now remains of its existenee 
is a weighty stone sunk in the earth of the grave-' 
yard^ out of which is cut a large circular cavity. 
This is said by tradition to have been the font ; and 
as it is generally filled with water, the power of 
healing trifling diseases is superstitiously attri-> 
huted to it by some old people, f 



* Hie authority for these curious parttculan b a Terrier or Ledger 
Book, in manuscript, of the Sisbopric of Down and Conqor, writUp 
about the year 1604, shewing the state of the diocese at that period. 
The words are ** Ecclesia de St. Patrkii de vado a^**the Prior of 
Downe hath it — six alterages — and the Churdh is called Shankill — 
The Vicar pays in Proxs. lOtii, in Refecna.^ lOsh. Synods. 2 ah.'* 

The above appellation of the ** white ford** is partly explained 
by the circumstance, that a small stream runs beside the place where 
the church formerly stood. There is now a bridge over this river, 
which, when a ford, either flowed near a white limestone bottom, or 
it has received the title from some other of those trifling but now for- 
gotten causes from which the names of places generally originate. 

f From its situation this ancient relic may very soon be covered 
with earth, and probably to the present age altogether lost, so that It 
might be- well worth the attention of the curious to have it raised up 
and preserved. I have been informed by a staunch Catholic, that such 
nn attempt was made a great many years ago by some of his Pro- 
testant brethren, but that, though no visible power prevented them, 
and though the stone appeared to be neither very ' large nor very 
heavy, they were obliged, in a short time, to desist and fly, from the 
unceremonious interference of agents, similar to that which prostrate 
ed the dwarf of song when trying to undo the clasps of Michael Scott*s 
Book. 

Though it is mentioned above that no part of the church remains, 
an enormous foundation stone was discovered last year in making a 
grave. It wsti of ao great a sise that - it required to be blasted wiiii 
.gunpowder. 

I 9 



Digitized 



by Google 



Capellade 



360 

Tafi itn^ient burying place called Friar^s Bosliy 
alMmt a mile south from Belfast , was also the site of 
a roligioua house, yrhkik has been long destroy- 
ed. In GtHigh^s Camden we are toht, that St. 
Darerea, a sister of St. Patrick^ was abbess of a 
nunnery in Linti, a spacious plain near Carridder- 
guSy pleasantly seated on the river Lagan. TUs 
description certainly applies much better to Friar's 
Bush than to the place to which it has been some- 
times referred, wbidi is near Larne^ and very far 
distant from the Lagan. There was afterwMrds^ 
however, a Chapel of Ease here, attached to Shankill, 
and called Capella de Kilpatridc, or the Chapel of 
Patrick^s Church, It is thus adverted to in the 
Terrier: ^* Capella de Kilpatrick ; above Moses 
Hill's house, at Strottdmillers (Stran.dmills}— it 
pays not — Shankill pays for it," &c. 

This Terrier throws very considerable light on 
the early ecclesiastical state of ttie parish of Belfast, 
and shows the importance of Shankill Church by the 
comparatively lengtht^ed notice whieh is taken of 
it, particularly by the word ^^ alterages," which oc- 
curs in no other part of the manuscript whatever. 
All the other terms in the preceding note, relative to 
Shankillp are well understood ; but alterages ap- 
pears to be of more difficult explaniUion . It strictly 
means, altars erected within parochial churches for 
the purpose of singing of mass for deceased friends. 
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But ifi Urn i^aie, ^tk&» are ftome gtomkia far sup. 
paoiog tkat the sUars, or altarages, were »et witlua 
tlie paiiili dhuEcb, bat rattier at eeaveai^fct die« 
tances from it ; for it appears, that besidee Sfaaa- 
kill and Kilpatrick, there were at least three other 
religieiis kouses in the paxish ef B<diast, and protm- 
yyaome More vfhkh i^nmi B^w ke dkreorered, so 
diat the tem in quesiioii had very possibly some al- 
faufton to &e9e piaoes. It 13 |H*oper to mention, 
&rfber, tkat the word has eiHt^ had different 
•igntfteatioiift, ef has not yet be^i satisfaotorily 
explained. In a parliament held at Drogheda, 
in the reigtt of Edward IV. the Earls of Desmond 
and Kildare were attainted of high treason, and 
one of the efaief erimes witii which they were charged 
was fostering and altertige with the King's Irish 
enemies. In Baron Finglass's Breviate, ^Iso, 1}iere 
is an aooount of a law, by which it is made criminal 
for any Irishman to compel an Englishman to go to 
his aiterage. 

Of these religious establishments, hjoweyer, there 
is only one netioed in the Terrier in the foHowing 
terms : ^^ Capella de Crookmuck— the Abbots of 
Bangor — Bhankill is the vicar and pays for it." 
In an Ancient Map of the County of Antrim, it 
is called Croach Modi, and placed in Malone, 
near New Forge. It is entirely impossible, how- 
ever, at present to discover the site of this build- 
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ing : but from, that district between the town of 
BeJfaat and the Lagan riTer being called Cro-» 
mack, it has been supposed that the names have some 
connection. 

Of the other religious edifices wbidi formerly be- 
longed to this parish, the^principal was situated 
about twomilesfromBelfast, near the present Falls 

cnmog. road. It is said to have been called Cranog, which 
signifies the young plantation^. There is scarcdy a 
yestige of the building in existence ; but there is a 
very ancient burying ground at the place, wluch 
is now known by the. name of Callender's Fort. 
At the extremity of the parish below Suffolk 
House was another of these small churches. It 

Kawee,&c ^as denominated Kilwee qr the church at the 
burying place. Th^e is nothing whatever known 
of its former state, except some traditions, that 
stones with crosses, and other sculptured marks, 
were raised at the spot; and tfiat the place was 
formerly the principal receptacle for the Roman 
Catholics of the adjoining mountains to bury 
their dead. It shows, however,' the fleeting na- 
ture of some traditions, that though there have 
been undoubtedly houses of worship at both these 
places, and that though it is probably not more than 
seventy or eighty years since they were used a^t 
grate-yards, their existence is utterly unHnown^e^* 
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oept to the very old inhabitanta whb have lived from 
tl^ir infancy at the exact spot. 

Though this parish at present cont&ins no castle, cmum. 
or any other civil or military remains of antiquity, 
of much importance, there is reason to think that 
there were formerly at least five fortifications here, 
all however inconsiderable, except the castle of Bel- 
fast. Of this building, and that of which the pre- 
sent chapel of ease occupies the site, all the infor- 
mation whidi it has been possible to collect has al- 
ready been given. The next most considerable was 
probably Green Castle, situated more than two orcencasoe. 
miles from Belfast, on that beautiful bank formerly 
described, which extends aloftg the shore. The 
only fragment of this castle is a piece of thick wall, 
overgrown with ivy, nor does the building appear to 
have been at any time of much magnitude . It seems 
to have formed rather a fortified camp of great size, 
being surrounded for a considerable distance wiUi 
very high and deep outworks, or intrenchments of 
earth. Very little is known of its history.^ It is 
marked in Speed^s Maps under the name of Benma- 
digang, a corrupt Irish term signifying <* Eoghain's 



• In tbe County Sunrey, it is stat«cl, in giving an account of this 
place, that a law was passed to prohibit any but an Englishman from 
being governor of Oreencastle. This, however, is an error, as tb« or. 
der inenlioned did not allude to the small building in this county, 
but to Greencastle in the county of Down, at wiU be seen by refer- 
ring to Harris's History, p. 12, 
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bai>italim on tfie level head bud/' Tins ii«t only 
describes the situation >»f the ^ee, but nsaders it 
probable that it had been built or occupied by an 
Irish <Mef of thit natne, and Hm adtjoiBJag townland 
is still called Ballyaghagain. 

castiecombe Whske Shav*8 bridge now croflsea ths Lagaa, 
there was formerly a ford, nbkih vas soenved in an- 
cient times by two high forts, still to he seen en 
each bank ot the rive^» There was afterwards a 
castle of lime and stAne, built prohahly by the 
English >on the western side near Malone Home, but 
of whidi very little can be told. In 1610 it was 
called Freerstone, and wAs a plaoe of considerable 
consequence. It liad been granted to some of EK^ 
zabeth's officers, but probably fdl into diftuse and 
ruins, when the peace of the country introihLoed more 
commodious and ornament^] dwellings. The name 
by which it was last known was Castle Combe, but 
the principal part of the walls was removed at an 
early period for the erection of Shawns bridge, as 
formerly stated. 

Castle at Tmere was another building of a similar kind at 

Straadnuils. ^ 

Sirandmills, possessed by some of the Hill family. 
It also has been long since entirely demolished, 
though some of the^dd inhabitants recollect the rains 
of walls or arcbes, which bad received from tradi- 
tion the name of " Sir Moseses Cellars," 
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TflERje are no coins of a^ery ancient date found coim 
here. Those of Edward I. and II. occasionally oc- 
cur. Some years ago, in a field which did not ap'^ 
pear to hate been ever ploughed, and in a black 
spot which had probably been the site of a hoase, 
there were discovered about a dozen silver pennies of 
OM of these kings. Coins of Henry VIII. Eliza- 
bethj James I. and Charles I. are very numerous. 
Many pieces of Louis XIII. are also found, made 
of copper, less than a farthing in size, and gene- 
rally dated 1640-41-42. These coins, but more par- 
ticularly those of Elizabeth, are generally found in 
lots, and often mixed with Spanish money of rude 



Thbrk have not been, as far as is known^ any 
unique pieces of antiquity met with in this parisbt 
which could be mentioned on unexceptionable au-i 
thority. Our bogs, as mig^t be expected from 
their high situation, contain none of those remark-r 
able artificial remains which are sometimes disco-* 
▼ered in such places. Notwithstanding these cir*- 
cmnstances, however, and though the place cannot 
boast of any abbey, castle, or other magnificent ruin, 
it yet presents many rdics of antiquity, well merit- 
ing the attention of those who are inclined to specu* 
late on suoh interesting and instructive topics. 
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Account of To extend this part of the subject, and to render 

some remark- * •» z 

^^i^thi"^' it more generally interesting, it has been thought 

neighbour. 

fiC?i^!ri^^' suitable to enter into a brief account of some re- 
markable antiquities in the neighbourhood of BeU 
fast parish, because the inquiry is, to use very little 
liberty of expression, wholly ori^nal, and because 
the objects of it deserve to be rescued from that ne- 
glect in vhich they have hitherto been suffered to 
remain. 

The most striking antiquities, perhaps, or at 
least on account of their number, the most deserv- 
ing of precedence in this place, are three of those 
monuments generally considered temples of druidi" 
cal worship, but ivhich ijtiffer considerably from each 
other. Of these, the first which shall be described, 
6tant*s Ring. {9 that stupoudous work, called the Giant^s Ring, 
in the parish of Drumbo, county of Down, and four 
miles from the town o^f Belfast. It consists of an 
enormous circle, perfectly level, about five hundred 
and eighty feet in diameter, or nearly one third of 
an Irish mile in circumference* This vast ring is 
enclosed by an immense mound or parapet of earth, 
upwards of eighty feet in breadth at the base, and 
though in the lapse, it is probable, of nearly two 
thousand years, the height of this bank must have 
much decreased, it is still so great as to hide the 
surrounding country, except the tops of the moun- 
tains, entirely from the view, and in its original state 
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.there is not a doubt but they also were invisible. 
Near the centre of the. circle stands b, cromlech ^ 
tOr rude altar of stone ; and whether the proofs that 
such. monuments were used, in the idolatrous adora- 
tion of the sun be, or be not satisfactory, it*is a cir- 
cumstance which dererves to be remembered, that 
ihe Qiant^s Ring would exclude from the gaze of a 
mistaken .multitude every object but the glorious 
luminary himself whose beams they worshipped. 
Jt is a place which is calculated to inspire an unin- 
ibrmed druid with additional superstition, or with 
Che necessity of increased mortification ; and they 
^who formed it had a just conception of those human 
feelings which ai*e extensive in their influence, 
powerful in their operation, and most deeply to be 
jBoved by external nature. 

The sloping stone of the altar is almost circular, 
jbeing seven feet in one direction, six and a half in 
the other, and upwards of a foot in thickness at the 
edges, but in the centre considerably- more, t This 
cromlech is ^ther very erroneously described by Mr. 
Harris, or its appearance has greatly altered since 
the year 1744. We are informed in the History of 
ihe County Down, that two ranges of pillars, each 
consisting of seven, support thw itionstrpus rock, 
beside which there are several other stones fixed 
upright in the ground, at the distance of about four 

X2 
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feet. Of dme laiter tiMnre remaimw iMit one ; die 
upper stone at present rests upon four, and not ap- 
on fourteen supporters ; the entire mmiber which 
composes the altar n only ten, and though it is pro- 
bable that sef end may baye ^fen dowOt or in none 
other manner ohaaged tfidr position, it is incmi- 
cerrabie how so grent a disproportion as the two 
accounts prenent cmdd e^er be reconciled. 

Dniidiea] Sevsh milcs from the town of Belfast, in die pA- 

R«^Fort rish of Templepatriek, and a few perches cC the 
high road which leads to Antrim, is a tem^e of a 
sinuhir imd, in some respects even more curious 
thmi the formitr. The Unit stone is very little «ie- 
▼ated ah«ve the surface of the ground, but followed 
by a number of others, which Smid, for the length 
of forty feet, a gradual ascent, ending in one of 
greatet magttiUide, raised and supported like that 
at the GhuitV Rmg. The stones of yAiich this 
work is oontposed are not very broad, but extremely 
heavy, round and smooth, somewhat resembKng 
huge pebbles. There is an acceonl, that it was for- 
Hiei<ly surrounded whfaan ^rthen ditch, and diat 
>ery mar the altar was foimdafatrge bowl or ba- 
sin of brlMa, but winch was so much corroded that 
itfeU t#pieees in denning. 

Tanas is no tradition whidi might illustrate An 
origin of this curious remnant of antiquity. The 
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MU1I6 indeed by wbkrii it is iineqiieiitly disljngiiiahed 
throwiB aame Kglit 9m the salyeet* It U oftea deno* 
minited Catrn €hrmde^ or ^ TlieJheaiii>f tht Suii/' 
Often ftgaia edD k '' the Oiaat's Giiave/' or '' tbt 
Qramiy^s CfaraYe.*' Ttiedltiiatioa ui whkli it tttands 
does Qot present aqjr thing fKnoarikaUa^ but tbe 
leiigtl) ddds greatly to the noTelty of its appear an<*e. 
Imniediately a4ioiiiing stands a tall conical moat or 
ratby much disfigured oft the suuiiQit, and a small 
village called Roag^ Fort 

AsoQT fire miles from Bdfast, some distance to ^ 
totb#ri^;bt <tf the public road leading ftooi that town 
to Newtownards^ there exists % naottoinent which 
seems to hare attracted even less obserration than 
those which hare been described. It is called the 
Kempe Stimes^ and consists of an enormous rock, 
eight feet and a half in length, and nearly of an 
equal breadth, borne in a sloping posture by three 
other stones ; but as one of these rests upon two 
additional masses/ tliere may properly be redKoned 
five supporters. The two whidi are in front resents 
ble pillars, and are OTerhqng by the huge body 
which they sustain. This upper stone is in one place 
five feet thick, but gradually diminishes to the end, 
and has been computed to weigh forty tons. 

It might occasion considernMe discussion to 
l^ove how so great a w^gfat could have been raised 
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by a people ignorant of the arts. But it should be 
remembered, that the mechanic powers are as sim- 
ple as they are efficacious, and that the united ef- 
forts <tf a midtitade, with the assistance of the le- 
ver and inclined plane, would be sufficient to elevate 
even a more ponderous mass. This, howeVer, is 
still an amazing work, and would be attended with 
inconceiYable labour in any age. It is mudi less 
difficult, indeed, to discover the manner of its erec- 
tion than the purpose for which it was intended. It 
might be considered at first sight a druidical altar, 
like that at the Giant^s Ring ; but there are drcnm- 
st^nees to justify the opinion, that its use or origin 
lias been in some, respects different. In many parts 
of this kingdom, when the outer stones are removed 
, from those cairns . or heaps, which have been proved 
to. be tombs, monuments similar to this are fre- 
quently diiscovered. ^^ow, the place at present de- 
scribed was formerly of greater magnitude, the nu- 
merous stones of different sizes wbidi are scattered 
around it on all sides, being conclusive proofs of 
such a statement. If it be hard to imagine why so 
much labour has been bestowed on what was intend- 
ed to be concealed, are not the pyramids of the 
Egyptians, and the grandeur still accompanying 
the inhumation of the great, sufficient answers ? 
and perhaps, like many other tombs or vaults, the 
iCempe Stones, and other piles of a similar kind, may 
have been altogether or partly raised during the life 
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4^ the person ibr whom they were designed. It 
does appear then most probable, that this now un- 
dec consideration is one of those which the ancient 
Irish denominated ^'eternal houses.'* The ap- 
pearance of this great monument well corresponds 
"wilh such a title, and it will continue in its present 
stote, when edifices of a more beautiful but a more 
fragile architecture shall have crumbled into dust. 
Ao(H>rding to tradition, also, it is the tomb of a 
^iant who was conquered, and interred at the place 
by a fellow-monster, the townland being called 
Oreien Graves. The name likewise bears on the 
same point, Kempe, in Anglo-Saxon, signifying a 
warrior.* With the present addition therdfbre to 
the word it may justly be considered, the stones or - 
heap of the warrior. 

This part of the country is famous for its remains ^SSSMmeu. 
of antiquity. At the distance of a mile from the ^^ 
Kempe Stones, there is one of those tall conical 
mounts, tlie uses of which are so much involved in 
obscurity. It is called Dundonnell, and has been 
the occasion of many absurd stories among the vul- 
gar. 

Not far from this, near the bank of a small rivu- 
let, there is a pillar, about ten feet in height, formed 

^ . * Anthologia Hib«rnica, vol. i, p. 342. 
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nfone roagli ^iomepWffWi^A by ared|ilo»i feofik U 
oorer a iteuw^ of the noBt precioiis of •!! m^ab, 
and to twn fowid oTfsry mMniglit at carowing of 
tliocoek. 

origiii,Ae.«r T» ongiii of thete cremkchs ban giToa rise 
to mudi ingeiiioii* speoubttioo. Little Mir ItgH 
can be thrown upon the natter, for as there i| 
only one firincipal opinion iprbicb seema to be borne 
out by all the .arguments thitt hare been yet ad- 
vanced, it is not probable that any conjecture were 
{dausftle will readily be found. That they were io« 
tended for Druids* altars^ or for some important re-f 
ligious purpose, b the hypothesis which is generally 
credited ; but it is certain that the uses of theiraiii- 
lechf as well as of the cairns and pillar stciies^ eaui' 
not be defined in a precise, or at least in acouTin- 
eing manner. They bear, in many respects, so much 
resemblance to each oth^, that none .of them perhaps 
hsTe been appropriated to any single purpose. Ma* 
ny strong and satisfactory proofs have been ad^ 
duced by learned antiquaries, to show the affinity of 
the cairns and pillar stones with memorials accur 
rately and frequently noticed in the Qld Testament, 
and generally reared for the establishment of cove- 
nants of different kinds. If those commonly deno- 
minated Druids* altars were really designed for reli^ 
gious purposes, it is difficult to conceive in what 
manner sacrifice has been performed ; or, if for con^ 
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Teyiog tnstntetion to an astemUed nttltttade, wkjr 
MO much labour stM>uM be expended id raiBiiigslnie- 
tores of a very idcotididerable height. Wheii tlie 
pillar stones are formed intociroalar eaelosures^ a 
tbore specious conjecture tlian that they were rude 
temples cannot perhaps be discovered ; and it cer- 
tainly appears most probable, as proofs at present 
sUad, that the CKant^s Ring and the Rough Fort 
have been consecrated, in dark and distant ages, to 
purposes of a similar description. 

' TffE only round tower, at that distance to which it dtuoKo 

^ Bound 

is proper to extend the present investigation, is in '■^»««'- 
the parish of Dnimbo, and six miles from Belfast, 
its altitude is about ihirty-fite feet, but there is an 
irregularity at the top, one sido being somewhat 
lugher than the other* The lower psort oTerhangs 
its base severtll inches ; the rest is perpendicular « 
There is no tradition, however, as to the time when 
this tower was so much reduced in siace. Its diame« 
ter in almost nine feet, and its outer circumference, 
at the base, nearly eighteen yards. The walls are 
therefore extremely thick and massive. There are 
three rows of holes in the interior, at regular dis« 
tances $ and in the side whidi is highevt another ca- 
vity, which had probably corresponding apertures 
when the building was complete. Th^ entrance, the 
lower part of which is more than a yssd from the 
base irf the tow«r, is §ve ffeet eight inches in height, 
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and upwards of a foot ^ftd a half in breadtb. TUb 
tower stands in a gruYe-jBrdy and there was for- 
merly aii abbey here founded by St. Patrick, which 
afterwards became a church in the diocese of Down, 
but of which there is at present scarcely any part 
remaining. 

TBEAcarenb antiquities in this kingdom which 
have so much perplexed the antiquaries as the round 
towers. Of the three old hypotheses on this . sub- 
ject, that of their Phenician origin, though support- 
ed by several curious arguments, is certainly, on the 
whole, the most incredible. Neither of the other two, 
however, is at all sufficient to explain the numerous 
objections which may be raised against them. It is 
impossible that lonely ascetics, wrapt in gloomy su- 
perstition, and in mortified weakness, could have pos- 
sessed the power or the means of raising structures 
so vast and ponderous, when the materials were so 
diHicult to be procured. It is, perhaps, equaUy pre- 
posterous, to imagine that our Irish ecclesiastics, so 
wise and shrirwd- in other matters, should build, or 
cause to b^ built such towers for the trifling purpose 
of holding bdis, while they themselves were con- 
tented to shiver in a church of wood or wattles. 
Though there have been some other conjectures, and 
arguments on the subject, particularly in , a late 
work of much idgeauity, the inquiry is yet, and per- 
haps will for ever remain, in impenetrable unceirlainty. 
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The only rain of importance, as an eccleaiasttcal whiuAbber. 
, edifice, in the immediate ricinity of Belfast parish, 
i« called White Abbey. It is beautifally situated 
near the foot of Carnmoney mouatain, and not far 
firooL ike sea. The ruins of tbb building are still 
caasid^able, and its original extent has been Tery 
great. From its state and structure there is reason 
to think, that this abbey once presented the form 
of a cross ; and the part now remaining is pro^ 
bably jSie eastern wing, which is lu tolerable preser-* 
Y$ttion. It has three very long, and narrow windows 
fronting the sea ; the wall* around, and between 
them, is darkened with a dense growth of ivy, which 
communicates a solemn, but not a gloomy appear- 
ance. Unlike some other religious houses in this 
kingdom, 'White Abbey is not adorned with oui 
uttme^ or any other ornament. It is remarkable^ 
howeTer, that of this edifice, which, fi-om its appear-* 
aiice and the number of foundations stilt to be < 

traced, must have been of some importance, no par- 
ticulars, either respecting its founder, or any other 
information, have been transmitted to us, though in 
Speed's Map the place is largely and accurately laid 
down under its present name. 

Tradition can give no farther intelligence on the 
subject than that it was attached, or belonged to 
Woodburn ; and that the monks, when expeHed at 
L 2 



Digitized 



by Google 



266 

the Reformation from Chrrickfergus abbies, came 
up and resided for a time here in great nmnbers. If ^ 
this bo correct) it is probable, that they carried great 
part o£ their wealth with them« From the accounts 
of different' pereons^ various articles^ particularly, 
coins, have been dug up in the adjoining fields ; and 
nearer the ruins some years ago, when raising a 
large stone shaped like a trough, several images of 
silver, and a wide shallow cup of the same metal , 
are said to have been discovered. 

There is a singular tradition respecting the place 
at which this abbey stands. It is believed that a 
great city formerly existed here, oalled " the city of 
Goole.** Near the building many foundations can 
certainly be traced ; and great broad stones are fre- 
quently found forming the remains of roads coveced 
and concealed by the earth. This tradition, like 
many others, is but a modern fiction engrafted on. 
some ancient truth ; but it is now impossible to dis- 
unite them. 

>i«QkstowiL Not far from this was another religious house 
called Monkstown, which is also, like White Abbey, 
unnoticed in the Monasticon, or elsewhere. It does 
not appear, however, at any time, to have been of 
much extent. There is a curious and general tra- 
dition among the people, that Fergus I. King of 
Scotland, was buried here, and some even yet pre- 
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tend to poiatout the spot. There is a very ancient 
grave-yard atihi« plaee, still oceasioaally used by 
the Roman Catholic families in the neighbouiiiood. 
The situation of Monkstoivn, enclosed by a small ri- 
Tulet» and surrounded with the remains of old or* 
ofaards and garden walk, is e3:tF(emjely beautiful. 

At the distance of two miles and a half froin Bel- couumbkiu. 
fast, on the old road to Holywood,.tliere was for- 
merly a religious house called CoUumbkill,, which, 
as it is laid down by Speed, wite, it is probable, ori* 
ginaHy an abbey, but afterwards converted into a 
diurch. There was attached to it a very extensiye 
burying place, the numerous tpmb -stones of which 
have beep^ however, principally used many years 
ago, in flagging a hpus(s in the neighbourhood ; and 
almost the only one which remaiii3 is of a very cu- 
rious description* Tradition positively ascribes it 
to have been that which covered the remains of Conn 
O'Neil, of Castlereagh, the most powerful chieftain 
of that name who resided in this part of the coun- 
try ; and who, from having been the last Irish pro- 
prietor of the parish of Belfast, requires to have his 
history more particularly recorded. 

The church was probably founded by one of 
Conn!s predecessors, and appears, perhaps from its 
proxiinity to their castle, to have been particularly 
appropriated to the use of the family. It was situ- 
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a«0d in one of the finest and nio«t beastifiid «poU in 
the whole coanty , the surface exacdy resenUkig^ the 
rich hills of Malone. Though the place now be- 
longs to Holy wood, it was formerly aparidi in itself, 
and afterwards united to Knock. The Terrier, aU 
ready referred to, has the followmg notice on the 
subject : '' Ecdesia de Knockcofanakill, a union, 
and ba^ half a townland in glebe, pays in prox. 5sh. 
Refects. 5^. Synods. 2 sh., fcc.'' The last part 
of the building was only remored somt nonAs 
since. There is also a great conical mount heve, on 
the top of which is built a tall house, not less singu- 
lar in fiSiape than in situation. It may be remarked^ 
that there are four churches in this neighbouihood, 
Knock, Colhimbkill, Dundonnd and Helywoed, 
each of which has one of these high raths w tumuli 
not many yards distant. 

TondHtone of The tombstoue, lying at present in an unr^arded 
spot, is probably but a part of the original. It is a 
block of freestone widiaut any lettered inscription ; 
but on it is very skilfidly carred, in hi^ relief, the 
figure of a cross, and apparently same ornamental 
appendages. There is another stone of the same 
size, built in the gable of an adjoining house, cut in 
a similar manner, but with rather a different image. 
The mo8txt)riou8 object on thiji latter is a detached 
impression y very nearly resembling a pair of scb- 
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son ; or raflier^ k lias been tbongpbt^ cross swovds or 



Tab AmdiM^ of this irmmdk tif &e (VN^eils 
aEt Casdoreaghy 9viiiciL <visms eatly ^thabiled, oixsord- 
iog to JSacrio, by one of the great fiunifies of ihot 
oame^ caUod Hugh Flain^* whose pooteciif^ ho 
iitfoims us, enjoyed the harosiies of the Gfavat Andoy 
Belfiist) CUini^IdfiDrgiis^ JMbkss^reeae aiid Tooiiio. ito 
last oc<x||ia<rt9 howeveryof IhSm Ittootiious si^ was 
Coaa, whose downfal from the possesaioii 4»f a ftte* 
cipaUty, ,afaiiost io the total extinctfon of his tiaipe, . 
is ias strlktog aa exam^ of the jnutability of hottan 
aJSairs as many whiefa hate been held up lor the 
wonder and isatruction of mankind. 

It amears from the Ghrand inquisition vi Ihe Acooiint or 

■^' * Conn O'NeO. 

County I>own^ that in the rrign of Queeu Elisa*- 
hetih, this chief enjoyed, in direct possession, besides 
sub-.t«rritories, two hundred and forty-four town^ 
lands, Taluable for their natural exeellendtes at the 
time, and at present, it 14 gen^afly thought, the 
most opulent and most improved part of this island. 
O'Neil, however, had probably been cow«rned in 
the i^bellions iff the period ; his large possessions 
were beheld with avtdLty by artful or necessitous ad* 
ventorers, and a pretelice perhaps eageiiy desired as 

* Hurris's Down, p. 269. 
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aa excuse for «poliatioii. In the year 1608, he bad 
been confined for some time, principally, it would 
appear, for an indiscretion on the part of. his ser<- 
▼ants, who had come to Bdfieust to purchase wine 
for a *^ grand debaudi,*' in which be was engag;ed 
at Castlereagh with his friends and retainers. A 
scuffle having taken place between the serrantsand 
some soldiers, in which there isno account, however, 
that Conn was actively concerned, he was taken 
prisoner, and lodged in Carriokfergus Castle. His 
confinement at first was very strict ; but afterwards 
he was permitted to walk about [the town, attended 
by a soldier, who delivered him to- the ProTost Mar- 
shal in th^ evening. In 1603 his liberation was ac- 
complished in the foHowing manner : — ^Thomas 
Montgomery, the master of a Scottish '^ trading 
barque,' ' which supplied the garrison of Carrickfer- 
gus with meal, wooed and wedded Alice Dobbin, 
the daughter of the Provost Marshal, to whose 
charge the prisoner was committed. It is proba- 
ble that the plan which followed from this oonneo- 
tion bad been previously concerted between the se- 
veral parties ; for by the assistance of some of them, 
and perhaps by the connivance of others, Conn was 
shortly after carried on board Montgomery's vessel, 
and conveyed to Scotland, after e^Lperiencnng, 
doubtless, tlie many hair breadth escapes befitting 
BO romantic an adventure. 
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Bb that as it may^ he was on his arriTal in 
that kingdom taken under the protection of Hug^h, 
or, as he was aft^wards called, Sir Hugh Mont- 
gomery, the chief or laird 'of the person who 
had delivered him from captiyity. Sir Hugh, how- 
ever, had probably been at the bottom of the whole 
enterprise, and though he does not 'appear to hare 
been of much consequence, be had sufficient interest 
to procure a piairdon for Conn from the monarch who 
had just ascended the throne. 

As the price of the deliverance and pardon which 
had been thus efTected through the influence of Mont- 
gomery, O^Neil relinquished to him the half of his 
possessions. The account of the transaction, how- 
ever, is very obscure and intricate. Various agree- 
ments seem to have taken place, all of which were 
ratified by the crown. The abstract of the entire 
business is, that Conn O^Neil granted the whole of 
his estates to Sir James Hamilton, who had also, it 
is probable, some share in procuring his enlarge- 
ment. Of these estates Hamilton reconveyed, as 
had been previously settled, considerable portions 
to their former owner, and to Montgomery, his 
principal friend and deliverer.* 



* This interesting account of Conn 0*Neit is extracteil from the 
MSS. of the Montgomeiy family, which contain much additional in<> 
formation on the subject. The following is the abridgment of the 
grant of Conn*s possessions to Hamilton, as expressed in the In- 
qaisitioQ. '* Then the King makes a grant to the sfid James Ha- 
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But Cani senom merer to kaTe iloiiaislleil af- 
tar this paititioii, but lost before Us death, m dif- 
ferent way<, partly indeed by sale, the rc^naander 
of his property. He appears to EaTe retclined pos- 
sesaion^ however, of the eaatle of his forefathers ; 
and reseryed, when diapoMni^ of the land ia whk^ 
KaockeoUumbkiU was sitoated, the rig^t of pa- 



millmi of fell tba tald laajt, njMtSf tmd aiqpiirleiMiicet, (ezccpUag 
all CMtles, Innda, &c. belonging to the Bisbop of Down and Coo- 
nor, and nil lands, &e. belonging to AHnoB^&e. and- the FMicty of 
the river Lagan, and excepting all castles, lands, &c, within the ter- 
ritory of the Lower Clancl>oy9« then or lately in the possession of Sir 
Arthur Chichester and his assigns, &c.) to hold for ever at the rent 
of JglOO, as of the castle of Carrtckfergns, in free and common soc- 
cage. Mid not in capita ; nor in soccag^ in copite, nor by kntgbt*8 
service. But said James Hamilton to find Ten able horsemen, and 
Twenty footemen well armed, to attend for forty day* on the Deputy 
at all Hostings in the province of Ulster. Then the King grants to 
the said James Hamilton « fraa nvrket every Thursday at Caatle- 
reagh, and a fair in the same place on St. John Baptist*s day, and 
two d»yi after every year with courts of Pye Powder, and Tolls ; 
and Courts Leet and Baroq, within the manor of Castlereagh, &c. 
A free market at Bangov every Monday, and fair there on St. 
James the Apostle*s day, i^nd two days after. A market at Holy, 
wood every Wednesday, an^ a fair there every 24th of March, and 
two days after with Courts pf Pye Powder and Tolls A maikct at 
Gray Abby every Wednesday, and fair there on St. Luke*s day and 
two days after with Coort^ of Pye Powder and Tolls; The King 
farther grants to the said James Hamilton power to alien to any 
Eogash or aeotsmaa, or ro t|he bk>od of Uie English or Sootcb« and 
not to the meer Irish (Coqn O'Neal Mac Brian FerUugh O'Neal 
and bis beira only excepted), lliat he may likewise hold two Courts 
Leet for the Ards ; and two for Upper cfaneboye ; and two Courts 
Baron in each of the said terfitories on Thursday every three weeks, 
for siuns not esceedhig 40 sbilUngs, witb all pfivUegts. That he. 
his heirs, and all residents be free and exonerated from all Irish 
Cesses, Bonaght, Coshery, ai^d- the like, and be abo allowed frev war. 
ren and free chace, &c. with liberty to import cattle and grain, and 
to expof t other goods, yam only excepted, to any in amity with the 
King,'* ^. &£. 

In the same grant, y^klie describing the boundaries of Claneboye, 
fhere is the foHowing passage : — ** Towards the north and west part 
of said territory, the river Lagan, which runs immediatefy into the 
bay of Knockft>rgus, is the most known bounds of the said territory* 
and runt between the said territory and airother parcel of territory or 



Digitized 



by Google 



27S 

tronage to that church. He died^some time be- 
tween 1612 and 1620 ; and in the year 1621, the 
Inquisition, Trhen summing up the names and pos- 
sessions of the proprietors among whom his estate 
was divided, informs us that Donelt O'Neil, son 
and heir of the. late Conn, was theown^ of two 
townlands. 

Of the residenee of the 0*Neils,80 often mention- 
ed in the foregoing account, there is scarcely at pre- 
sent one stone remaining on anoth^. It was for- 
imerly called Castle Glaneboye, but more frequetftly 
Castlereagh, or the King^s CaslJe, and tradition- 
. ally, by the British settlers, the Eagle's Nest, frotn 
its situation and the power of itfei bwners. After ^ccount^f 
ihe decease of Conn it was inhabited by Sir Moses caiue.' 
Hill, but for what length of time has not been as- 
certained. It is described by Mr. Harris in 1744, 
as a large ruin, and built on a fort. Its final de^ 
struction only 'took place a iTew yesffs ago, attended 
with a very ludicrous circumstance, which, 1 have 



ttMUtfy caU^ Matoan id fall FWim^'* this pbrate meMoi, Fdhey's 
half division qfMalone : i. e. the tcanty watered plain. 

In another part of the fnquiaition ^t is said, that " Conh 0*Neil 
executed an indenture of sale, by Hreiy of seisin, iinto Thomas Hil/- 
bots» in 1608, of the townlsnd of Balljnafeagh in the GdOagh, lying 
|>etwfen Castlereagh and the Lagan Water.'* The word GaUagh 
means the pott of iubmisnon, and at this place the O* Neils, it is pro- 
bable, had often exacted hoouig^ frdm cooqitered enemies Or jiifcridr 
chiefs, 

m2 
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been credibly iiifoniied, is glrictty true. The 
proprietor of the estate^ wishing to preserve the 
ruined castle of so famous a sept, ordered a wall to 
be built round it for that purpose. The. persons 
employed on this occasion ^ seeing no materials so 
conYcniently situated as the stones of the old build- 
ing itself, proceeded with great composure to de- 
molish the ruin,and| unaccountable as it may seem, 
had accomplished their work, had pulled down the 
castle to build the wall, before the lamentable error 
.was diseoTer^^ Its site, about two miles distant 
firom Belfast^ commands a most extended view of 
the Lough and the surrounding country ; but the 
present state of the place, as well as the history of 
the family, cannot but occasion some very siqgular 
reflections. It is curious to consider, that in so 
short a space, the castle in which O^Neil had so 
long dwdt, which had been looked upon with 
pride and confidence, should have utterly disap* 
poured from the face of the earth ; that the fir tree 
dionld grow on the hearth stone at which he carous- 
ed with his trusty followers ; that the lands which 
were stocked with his firiends and vassals, should 
now be inhabited by a race of people different in 
language, manners, customs, laws, name, and re* 
ligim,; that the ground in which his bones, and thd 
bones of his fathers rest, should be ev^y year dis- 
turbed by the rough hand of the careless rustic ; and 
that his very tombstone should be the threshold of a 
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bam. Thougfh two huiidred years have rolled round 
siftce the deprivation . and death of the subject of 
this article, there is reason to think that his lands 
ware occupied by Scots and Eng^Ush, as they are at 
present, a century ago. 

Ecclesiastical J&ate, Sgc. of the Purisfi of 
Bey^9t. 

The parish of Bdifast is a viearaffo* valued in vaiM«rtiiis 
the rotoms fro^i the sees of Down and Connor, to £S^^ 
his Majesty's Commisaiotters in 1683, at <£50 per 
annum. We learn from the same authority, that 
the tithes and dues received by the vicar in 1710, 
amounted, communibua annis^ to «f 180. The in* 
orease siooe these periods has been enormous, and, 
as an ecclesiastical benefice^ thb parish is at.pre*' 
sent extremely productive. The tithes are all com- 
pounded, and often at a very high rate. The Mar- 
quis of Donegall is the patron, whose ancestor, Sir 
Arthur Chichester, obtained it about 1612, in place 
of Island Magee, which he had surrendered to the 
crown. There is a glebe house in the town of Bel« 
fast, and a small, though from the quality of the 
land, a very valuable glebe, of about twenty acres, 
at Sbankill, where the church originally stood. 

There is no regular account preserved of the in-f 
eumbents of ibis parish, either in the First Fruits 
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Booords, or dvewlieve. IVom. tlirt, and: vamiia 
other aadieiitu; sources, howeTer^the foUbwiHg Urt 
kas been prooiffod ; but it has been ioimdiimposai^ 
ble to ascertain, in all cases, the dale of. die in4itt>« 
tion of each minister. 

S'STSm^ In 1638, Simon Chichester waa vieaiu 

In 1666 j Roger Jones was 4he incmnbent. 
In 1696, Claudias Gilbert, F. T. C. D. was in- 
fl^tuted and s^dmitted to: this yicarage* 
His. immediate: socoeasor waa probably 



Bdplin^whos<e time of. service has. not beea^-aseeF* 
tained. . 

Iif 1713, tile Rev. WiUiam TisdaU^ IX D^ was 
idl^ar:* . 

iN^TiS, the Rev. Richard Stewart, D. D» was 
vicar. 

. Rsv. James Saurin^ admitted 3d| of J^ine, 1747, 
to. the vicarage of Belfast. 

RiS V.William Bristow instituted 19th November, 
1772, to the vicarage of Shankill or Belfast. 

Rev. £dward May instituted<in 1809, to die vi. 
carage of Shankill, alias Belfast^ 

Rev. Arthur Chichester Macar^ey kistituted in 
1820, to the vicarage of Belfast. 



• This geoUeman was father of the late Attorney. Geoen] of Ire- 
land. 
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Thii o)4i^ctorch'ddoiimeiit which hftB heea di«« chuididMiu 
QtmmjeA U a pacish register «f lQ38>r omd^eif^eml 
succaeidiiig jpearsy written on parchmaii. 14 con* 
taim. nothing Mvarkabte, though the Mate of hirtbiii 
dealha^aiid marriAg^ axeoattseniely coploiu^wth 
the. naioiea in geAeralyery diffierent fromthMeof 
t^ praumt inhabilaats. 

AgricmUure. 

Ai»i ^m mamifaoiaiMK of the parish haTe^been dU 
fiaady d^tailedy Uitte now remaina foriaveatigalira^ 
except its agricultural state, which wiU Dequire^ou' 
seTeral accounts, to be treated with great brerity. 
The aubject, indeed^ it must be confessed, ia both ExtNOMor 
^t^Mtiye and important, and no where more de* comiSS^ 

* this iwriaK 

Swerving of attention^ aa tibiare are certainly fe^ 
plaeea in. the kingdom where the extremes of good^ 
and' bad[ cnltiyation are more observable* As the 
unimproved parts, however, are commonly situated 
on or near the mountains, the general appearance of 
the parkh, as a flourishing agricultural district, is 
notmuoh; changed: by their present state ; and he 
who traverses it will readily admit, that agricul- 
ture, though very far from being advanced so much 
as it might, is in a more promising condition 
than in many other places ; that with some it is 
highly improved, and thai from such examples ia, 
fast approaching to a state of greater perfection. 
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c„,^^ Among the oommoii faroners, the most general 

"^^^ foundatton of all their cnipB is potatoes. To this 
the greater part of their richest manure is ap^ed, 
and it always precedes wheat when that grain is 
cultivated. This crop is prinieipally confined to 
Malone.* The wheat is.som^mes followed hy bar- 
ley ; but the cultivation at Ais gnun is extremely 
limited, nor is there at present any rye raised ii| the 
parish. The culture of oats is much more general 
than either of the preceding. It sometimes succeeds 
wheat, barley, «r clover, but is 'more frequently 
sown on the potato ground, and often two or more 
years successively. 

The driU husbandry of potatoes is in.general use 
among the best and most extensive fiumers, though 
the old mode is still continued. Flax is centmionly 
sown here after potatoes. There is no seed saved, 
in this parish, and very little throughout the whole 
county. 

Green cropfi. '^^^ ™*^®^ important of what are called green 
crops is clover, which is far from being so much 

* TIm improTeni«nt in the quality of Irish wheat has been oftta 
noticed of late, and there is every probability that it will in some 
years rival the English, A remark of Rapin, in the Preface to his 
History of England, relative to this point, is somewhat cnrious. 
•• Those who say/* he inrorms us, <• that Ireland will produce no 
wheat are partly mistaken ; for though the statement is correct as to 
the north of that island, where the people are. obliged to live entirely 
on oatipeali yet wheat has been known to grow to the south.** 
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ouKiTated aa its produce and its quick sale in the 
Belfast market woiild appear to require. The pret- 
dilection which custom has established in faYour of 
pasture is too frequently deep rooted, though there 
are certainly .many symptoms of improvement in 
this respect, in sereral parts of the parish. The 
cultivation of turnips is even less attended to than 
"^that of clover, being, with few exceptions, entirely 
raised for sale. 

The rich manures of Belfast are either used for 
tiie meadows in its vicinity, or drawn away by the 
farmers for their potatoes. To the facility, how- 
ever, which is here afforded for procuring that most 
useful of all manures, lime,* must in a great degree 
be attributed the progress which has been made in 
agriculture. Lime, when judiciously employed, is 
found to be efficacious in most kinds of ground, but 
the strong clay soil which so much prevails in this 
parish is completely adapted to its use, which is ac- 
cordingly in such places extensive and general. The 
erection of kilns by landlords, for the convenience of 
their tenants, would be found of mutual advantage. 
Only one instance of this kind has come under my ob- 
servation here, by which the farmers were enabled to 



. • Bffn Wakefield, bowerer, in bis Suiittical and Political Accmint 
of Ireland, p. 124, bas inronred us, tbat Antrim is one of tbose 
conntiet in wbich limestone is nnknown, an error so gross aa to dis- 
play a wety partial acquaintance witb tbis part of the country. 
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{irovide their lime at a far more moderate rat^e than 
in any other manner. Great quantities of bog also 
are consamed on the mountains, and the ashes used 
as manm'e. The mud and wrack from the sea are 
likewise applied to the same purpose ; but the latter 
is preferable and in more^neral demand. 

There are some tiirashing machines in the pa* 
rishy and the other implements of husbandry are not 
different from those used in other places. 

It is proper to mention, in concluding l!bis head, 
that though there are seyeral of what are called 
^^ gentlemen farmers** in this parish, the number is 
not so great as might be desired and expected. As 
no prejudices, however, exist among them as to the 
infallibility of oild customs, and as they enjoy the 
benefits of extensiye capital, it will be found that 
the di^rent improvements, both in the implements 
flud modes of cultivation, generally originate in this 
garter. The common farmers have not yet a pro- 
per notion of the advantages, in some cases, the ne- 
cessity of green crops. That finprofitable and rutn- 
o«B system of allowing ground to recover for three 
br four years, is far from being abandoned ; and 
though it is found that no land, however carefully 
fnanaged, will bear for a continued number of sea- 
sons a perpetual sucoession of white crops, it is not 
the less true, that leaving it in wretched pasture is 
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a pernicious system. When it is intended that a 
course of barley, ^heat,. or oats shall be disoonti^ 
nuedy clover and grass seed should be sown with 
the last crop. These will spring up the following 
year, and y so far frojoi impoyerishing the soil liHe 
the grain, they will improTC and enrich it. Wlien 
the ground has been long under culture, it is un^ 
doubtedly proper to introduce an intermixture of 
g^reen crops, though there is perhaps not yet so great 
a necessity for such a measure in some parts of this 
kingdom as in England. 

. Suggestions for Improvement and Oeneral 
^Observations . 

Though this parish, from containing so large a 
town as Belfast, is not susceptible of many of those 
improvements which would be necessary in remote 
inland districts, yet still several alterations may be 
suggested that might materially amend its general 
appearance, as well as the prosperity of its inhabi-p 
tants. 



It must appear obvious that great advantages GrMtadTan, 
would accrue to the parish if very considerable SatiTSS?^ 
tracts of ground, on the mountams, and m their tainou«ian4. 
neighbourhood, at present almost in a state of na- 
ture, were improved as far as they might. It cannot 
N 2 
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but seem strange^ that laa4, net Bore tbaa foiv er 
fire miles distant firam the town of Bdfast, and 
wliich in some plaees woold seem to bear marks of 
former cultivation, should now be lyiag, in many 
instances, enfirdy neglected. This wcmnstaaoe 
can scarcely arise from any known sterility in Hie 
soil ; for though its capability of profitable or spee-" 
dy improTem^it has been matter of some doubt and 
speculation, there are certainly several parts of the 
mountains, particularly near the source of the Colin 
water, and in the lerels between die Black mountain 
and Deris, that are not higher nor in any respect 
labouring under greater disadyantages than many 
places which have rewarded the toil of the husband- 
man with an abundant harvest. The soil is gene- 
rally a deep turf bog, with a substratum of (day ; 
the whole improvements are confined to the cutting 
of deep drains ; and the greater part of the grass 
which springs up, is snfifered to die and wither on 
the ground. Bi^t there are proofe that the intro- 
duction of alterations would be attended with com- 
plete success. The country around Hannahstown, 
on the lower part of the Black mquntain, and in the 
neighbouring parish of Derriaghy, on the opposite 
side of Colin river, is in a state of rapid improver 
?nent. Local causes have given rise to this, but diey 
prove, if proof were wanting, that the lower parts of 
Glen hilly Squire's hill, and several other places whidh 
are now of very little profit to4jieir owners, would 
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abo pr6duce oats, potatoes, and clover, to the last 
of whieh the attention of improvers 'should be more 
particularly directed. 

Thb system of intermediate proprietors isaldofar 
from being unknown ; and its effects are often as 
injurious as in any other place. This, however, 
being an evil of a more general and important de^- 
scription,.need not be particularly noticed^ 

It would likewise be extremely advantageous^ if Jj^***^ 
a greater number of private roads were made in the 
mountainous parts of the parish. The facility of 
communication which might thus be afforded, would 
be found peculiarly beneficial to the agriculturists ; 
and as the numberof such roads is certainly in some 
places on the increase, there can be no doubt but 
the fidds a4joinittg them wiU soon display decisive 
marks of their utility. 

There is still greater scope for ^improvement in ^5^2**"* 
planting and fencing. In those parts of the moun- 
tains which are entirely incapable of being used in 
any other manner, some kinds of trees might cer- 
tainly flourish. The banks of the numerous rivu- 
lets which the parish contains, should also partici- 
pate in such bcaiefits, which, besides beautifying the 
country, and sheltering the adjacent land, would 
cue day be valuable property. The Forth and the 
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Milewater tniglit then be as beautiful and pictu- 
resque as the Colin . Greater adrantages would en- 
sue from the more general use of enclosures . The 
white thorn may be seen, apparently however the 
remains of older bushes that have beeii destroyed, 
at a Tery considerable height up Squire's hill sLnd 
the Black mountain. Sallow and ash are also occa- 
sionally found, equally eleyated in situation ; and if 
there be any places in which none of these would 
thrive, the shrub elder might perhaps be substi- 
tuted. 

EmfMuii. The capability of extending the embankments 

along this bay should also be included under the sug^ 
gestions for improvement. The Lough of Belfast, 
at low water, has a very unpleasing appearance ; 
and from its extreme shallowness, for some distance 
near that town, resembles rather a great moor or 
fen than an arm of the sea. It is evident that a vast 
tract might be reclaimed here, particularly as a 
commencement has been made. Whether the ex- 
periment would be profitable or not, I am unable to 
judge ; but the vicinity of Belfast would certainly - 
render such land, if properly managed, of great 
value* 

^Sioi^ Notwithstanding these observations, which are 
merely submitted to the notice of persons more ex- 
perienced in such matters, an attentive considera- 
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tion of the former and preeeiit state of the parish will 
afford abundant proofs of the ample progress which 
industry and ciTilization have made within the last 
half century. Many old inhabitants well remember 
when the greater part of that admired district along 
the shore was perfectly wild and uncultiyated ; and 
when the roads, in general pared with great flat 
stones, were only broad enough for the easy jour- 
neying of a single horse and pack-saddle, the usual 
mode of conveyance some seventy or eighty years 
ago. They look almost with amazement on the ac- 
commodations and innovations which modem times 
have produced, and wonder how men lived in the 
days of their grandfathers. The houses in which 
their infancy was spent are become inconvenient or 
old fashioned ; the practices which their youth had 
considered as perfect will soon be neglected, or for- 
gotten ; and when altogether divested of the fresh- 
ness of present years, will be inrestigated like the 
customs of some rude and distant clime. Such will 
,be the case too with a future generation ; new beau- 
ties, new improvements will arise, and a wiser race 
will discontinue or despise those systems and opi- 
nions, which our parish worthies, that now are, may 
deem consummate and unalterable. 
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APPENDIX^ 



No, I. 



List of the Members of Parlmmentfor the Bor^vgh 
of Belfast, from 1613 to the present time. 

1613 Sir John Blennerhaste^ Enigbt. 
George TrevillUn, Esq. 

1639 Sir William Wray. Knight md BaroneU 
George Rawdoo, Esq. 

1661 William Knight. Esq. in Legibns eruditua. 
Henry Davys, Esq. 

1695 Hon. Charles Cbicbester. 
James Macartney, Esq. 

1703 William Crafford, merchant, 

William Cairnes, of Dublin, merchant. 

1709 William Craffordr merchant. 

Samuel Ogle, Esq. in pUce of W. Caimes, deceased. 

1713 Robert Moore, Esq. 

Antony Atkinson, Esq. 

1715 Hon. Capel Moore. 

George Macartney, Esq. 

Bg another Indentw^ 
Hon. John Itcbingham Chichester. 
George Macartney, Esq. 

1721 George Macartney, Esq. ^ 

George Macartney, junior. Esq. in place of the 
Hon. J. L Chichester, deceased. 

1725 George Macartney, Esq. 

Hon, John Chichester, in place of G. Macartney, 
Esq, deceased. 

1727 Hon. David John Barry. 
George Macartney, Bsq^ 
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1745 Gcoif • Haeutnty, Esq. 
Hon. John Obicbcttcr. 

1747 George Macsrtiiej, Esq. 
WUIiam Macartocj, Esq. 

1757 William Macartney, Esq. 

Hon. Arthur Batfjr. in the room of G. MaccrU 
nej, deceased. 

1761 Hon. John CbiehcsCerl 
John Lodford, Esq; 

1769 Hon. Henry SkdSngton. 
George Hamilton, Esq. 

1776 Hon. Henry Sheflington. 
Barry YelTertOB, Esq. 

1777 Hon. Henry Skeffington. 

Alexander Croohabink. Esq. in the reom of Barry 
TehertAo. who made his election for the coun. 
ty and town of Carrickfergus. 

1784 Hon. Heniy SkelBngton. 
Hon. Jeaeph Hewit. 

1791 Hon. Henry SkelBngton. 
Sr William Godfrey. 

1797 Right Hon. Lord Spacer Chichester. 
Geoi^ €!ioekabank, Esq. 

1 798 George Crookshank» Esq. 
Alexander Hamilton, Esq. 

J 800 Edward May, Esq . 

John Congreve, junior, Esq. 

1801 Edward May, Esq. 

1814 Sir Stephen May. 

1818 Arthur Chichester. E^q. 

182K> £«r] of Ballhst. 
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No. II. 



tut of the Sovereigns of Belfast^ from 1613 to the 
present time. 



laiSTIiomMV^ 
1614 John WUk_ 
161ft Jamea Burr. 



1617 Csiew Hart 

1618 Same 

1619 Geoige Theaker: 
16W Same. 

1681 

1682 ^wud HobDea. 



]«4 

1085 

1686 Edwaxd HolmM. 

ysn CarewHart 

IttS Edwaid Hotanea. 

1689 

1630 Walter Houae Cryaible. 

I6S1 Lewia flioaipaoa. 

1638 Robert Foater. 

1633 Thomaa BrumatOQ. 

1634 Lewla Thempaon. 

1635 Henry Le Squire. 

1636 Same. 

1637 John Walker. 

1638 John Leathea. 

1639 Hennr L^ Squire. 

1640 John Haddodc: 

1641 Thomaa Harrington. 
1648 Thomaa Stevoiapta. 
1648 Thomaa theaker. 

1644 Robert Foater. 

1645 William Leathea. 

1646 JiAm Aah. 
184r7 Hugh Doake. 
1648 Robert Foater. 
1640 Oeoxise Martin, 

1650 Thomaa Harringtoft. 

1651 8am& 

1668 Thomaa Warring. 

1653 Same. 

1651 Thomaa Theaker. 

1655 John Leathea. 

1656 Thomaa Warring. 

1657 William Leathea. 
16662 



I Franoia Meeke. 



1661 John Ridgley. 
1608 Same. 

1663 Captain Geone Hacartney. 

1664 Same. 

1665 Thomaa Warfhig. 

1666 Same 

1687 Edward Reynetta. 

1608 Captain G. Macartner. ^ 

1680 Same. 

1070 William Warrinir. 

1071 Same. 

1078 Thomaa Walcott 
ITS 9^^"^ Macartney. 

1074 Same. 

1075 Hugh Ecclea. 

J22 ^^ ^^^ Macartney. 
1077 Same. 
1038 Same.' 

1679 Sfune. 

1680 Same . . . 
16B1 Francia Thelfohl 

1688 Lewia Thomaon. 
1683 John Hamilton. 
16B4 Same. 

1685 Thomaa Knox. 

1688 Captain Robert Leathea. 

1687 Same 

1668 Same 

1069 Same 

1600 Same. 

1601 WiUiam Lockai^ 

1608 Jamea Macartney waa SoTerdgn 
thia year, but waa removed, not 
being qualified according to the 
atetute. 

IgS William Crawford. 

1694 Same 

1696 Lewu Thomson. 

1697 Earl of DonegalL 

1696 ^^***^ I^eatbea, Deputy. 

1699 Capt David Smith. 

1700 &une 

1701 George Blacartney. 
1708 John Chalmen. 
1703 David Buttle 
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George MaCBitney. 



Richard Vmion. 
Boger Haddock. 



1704 Deirid Buttle, 
not being q 
Act, when 



1*705 
1706 
1707 
1708 
1700 
1710 
1711 
171« 
1713 
1714 
1715 
1716 
1717 
1718 
1719 
1790 
1721 
17a 
1783 



be. Reilgned the rod 
iIuallAM bylheTest 
D 6..MKarfD<f %aa 



Hans Hamiltao. 
Jamei Ounien. 



Henry BBs. 
John Carpenter. 



Henry Ellia. 

Robert Le Byrtk 

Henry EOia. 

Id conMWttOMe of diqmtei be^ 
tween theDonegan Fiunily and 
theBorgeiaet there waa no So^ 
vereign thSi year: but hf mo. 
tual agreement Cr. MacaiUiey, 
junior, served. 

Major 6m. Itecvtn^y: Died in 
office; when ir.Byrtt was elect. 

Nathanid Byrtt: Died in office, 
when Jamei Macartney was 



17»l 
1785 



1786 James Mistiartney. 

1787 John Dugstone. 
178S Same. 

1789 Thomas Banks. 

1790 John Duff 
1731 Arthur Byrtt 

1738 John ChigitOQe; 
1783 Same. 

1734 Robert Le Byrtt 

1735 Same. 

' 1796 Marget8on.Saunden. 
1737 Same. 

1739 Same. 

1730 Robert Le Byrtt 

1740 Same. 

1741 JohnDuir. 
1740 Same. 

1743 Robert Le Byrtt 

1744 Arthur Byrtt 

1745 Same. 

1746 Same. 

1747 John Duff 

^ 1748 Margetflon Saunders. 
1740 George Macartney. 

1750 Same. 

1751 Same. 

I75i Arthur %rtt 

1755 John Duffc died in 
1754 MargetsoD Saunders. 
1795 Stewart Banks. 

1756 Same. 

1757 Aitbuy Byrtt 



17M Stewart Banks. 

B Macartney. 

nHaTOQ. 



1761 jQEetE 



I7tt Stewart Banks. 
176S Oeoige Macartney* 

1764 Same. 

1765 *»"Tfi 
.1766 Stewart Banks. 

l7<n^ Oeoige Macartaey.* 
1788 Same. 
1760 James Hamilton* 
1710 Stcnhen Haron. 
1771 StewartBanks. 
1778 Shem Thompson. 

1773 James Lewis. 

1774 OeotgeBlaek. 

1775 Same. 

1776 lane. 

1777 James Lewis. 

1778 Stewart Banks. 
ITWf 
17B0C 
ITBl I 

1788 GeorgeBlack. 
17BS Samob 

1784 Samuel Black. 

1785 George Black. 

1786 Rer. ViUiam BdstOw. 
17B7 Same. 

1788 Same. 

1789 Samuel Btadb 

1790 Rev. William Biirtow. 

1791 f 

1792 f 
1788 i 
1704 f 
1795 Same. 
ITMSttDMb 

1797 John! 

1798 Rer. Wtai. Bristow. 

1799 John Blown. 

1800 Same. 
1904 Same. 

1808 Arthur Chichester. 
1808 Edward May, M. P. 
1804 r 
ia05 J 

1806 r 

1807 Rev* Edward May. 

1808 Same. 

1809 Edward May, M. P. 

1810 Samcp 

1811 Ret. Edward May. 
ms Tliomas V«rner. 

1813 1 

1814 { 

1815 f 

1816 Rev. Edward May. 

1817 Ilioa. Ludford Stewart. 

1818 Same. 

1819 niomasVcnier. 
1880 r 
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No. III. 



Anufunt of the Cu$tom$^ Imports and Exports of 

Belfast. 

In 1800, 4be CiMtoms of i In |808. Ui« Customs of 

this Fort amounted to £ 62,668 | this IVrt anoounted to a^J 1 9« 1 2 1 

In 1801 182,314 I In 1809, .•.•••..••». 425.174 

In 180S, 270,434 I In 1810, ...••...••. 321,32^ 

In 1803, 801,1801 In 181!, ...^^ «.... 344.449 

In 1805, •.... 228,645 | In 1814, ^ J«...*. 373,721 

In 1806 807,382 I in 1^20, ^^•••••*». 306,263 

In 1807, 320,981 | In 1821, •«••••••• •••»««•• 386,709 



The following Liat bai b««n procured finoM tfie priatod weokljr 
•ccounts of the Importo and Exports of Belfast. It will probably be 
found the annual average return of the last three years, having been 
collected indiscrimtnately from the Meroaniile journals of 1819, 
1 820 and 1 821* Inquiry has been made as to the correctness of the 
rtttums of free goods, and as linen and provi«ons, the principal ei- 
ports of Belfast, are of this description, some cartf has bieen taken to 
rectify any errors which migh^ arise in eonvequence. It is iropos« 
sible, however, to be stf ictly precise in matters of this kiifd ; but the 
list is sufficiently particular jto show the very great balance of trade 
which remains in favour of this town. Thou^ the gooils here enu- 
merated are the principal articles of import and export, there is a 
vast variety of other merchandise of a more fluctuating or unimpor- 
tant nature which baa been necessarily omitted* 

IMPORTS. 
5,983 Hhds. ) 

307 Tierces C Sugar. 

754 Barrels ) ' 

9,639 Bales of Cotton WooU 
5,453 Ditto Alicant Barilla, 

385 Tons Sicily ditto. 
3,811 Casks of Pot and Peail A»he«. 
2,726 Ditto Tallow. 

343 Hogsheads of Tobacco, 
8,850 Chests of Tea. 
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5,077 Tons of Oak Bark. , 
9^851 Ditto Rock Salt 
764,937 Staves. 

489.316 Dealf and Qfeal Ends, Battens tod Batten Ends. 
15,625 Pieces of American Timber. 
1,803 Barrels of Rosin. 
1,157 Ditto Tar. 
8,684 Hogsheads (IVom 5th Julj, 1821, to 5th July, 

1822) of Flaxseed. * ' 
74,850 Tons of Coals. 
1,460 Ditto Bar and BoltO * 
565 Ditto Pig J "*'"• 

18.005 Botidles of Nail Rod I rxs^ 
7,822 Bundles of Hoop | "*"*'• 

2,251 Bundles of Spannh Cane Reeds. 
5,445,310 SUtes. ** 

145 Tons > -, . , 
11,656 Centers f ®™»***'?«* 

489 Crates, Hhds. &c. of Hardware. 
1,649 Ditto Earthenware. 
1,965 Skips, Bales, &c, of Cotton Yam. 
125 Puncheons of Rum. 
526 Pipes of Spanish Red Wiof^ ^ 
125 Ditto Port Wine. ^ »^' 

118 Ditto Cape Madeira Wine. 

XXPORT& 

17»566tOOO yards of Linen Doth . 
26,752 Bales 7 j.^^ 
2,186 Hhds. \ ^~°"- 
St,488 Barrels of Pbrk. 
5,038 Tierces, &c. of Beef and Pork. 
2,942 Barrels, &c. of Heet 
76,154 Firkins of Butter. 
4,614 Casks of Lard. 
5,455 Tons of Salt. 
1,566 Bales of Flax. 
5,585 Boxes oiT Soap. 
5,812 Ditto Candles. 
4,855 Hides. 
1,165 Dozen Calf Skins. 
2,996 Tons Wheat. 
285 Ditto. Oats. 
157,291 Yards of Muslin. 
3S0 Bales of Paper. 
155 Casks of SUreb; 
1 16 Ditto of Ye^table Gum. 
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No. IV. 



Population of BelfasL 



SOUTH 
Houses. Male.Fem. 

Castle Strett 60 148 194 

High Street 98 312 959 

HanoTer Quay and 

Kiog Street 18 99 42 

Marlborough Street 9 42 48 
Princes Street ... 87 140 180 
Back Lane A Prin- 
ces court 27 76 €6 

Weigh Hoq^e Lane 55 88 103 
Forest Lane ...— 49 148 116 
Lower Church Lane 41 1 16 180 

Cole*s Allej • 19 58 47 

Porter's Court and 

Hamilton*s Court S 1? '28 
Pottingers Entry 84 91 100 

Joy's Entry 17 55 45 

Joy's Conrt 2 8 9 

Wilson's Entry 22 71 78 

Crown Entry 14 28 42 

Quin's Entry 2 4 7 

Anne Street 104 272 854 

Com market 26 70 68 

M'Cutcheon's Entry 8 15 16 
Donaldson's Entry 14 82 41 
Upper Church Lane 12 20 89 

Telfair's Entry 18 54 50 

Cooney's Court ... 18 89 42 
William Street South 18 47 70 

Geoige'sLane 4 21 20 

Thomas's Court 11 41 81 

Poultry Square 10 33 32 

Arthur Street 24 54 113 

Caule Lane 14 33 40 



DISTRICT. 

H0U4€S. 

Hammond's Court... 6 

Castle Place 4 

Calendar Street 8 

DonegsU Plsce ... 28 

Fountain Lane ••• 1 

Fountain Street ••• 12 

South Mews .« 1 

Queen Street......... 9 

Jacobeon's Court ... 6 

Water Street 2 

King Street • 29 

Magee's Entry 21 

Cunningham's Court 84 

M'Kinstry's Entry 16 

LetticeLane 59 

Hall's Court 9 

Donaldson's Entry 5 

Diet's Entry 4 

Barrack Street 78 

Kennedy's Ehtry ••• 5 

Hamilton Court 5 

Murphy*s Row 6 

Pound Street 26 

Orange Row 19 

CoUegeSquarc North 7 
Academ. Institution 

College Square South 2 
House of Correction 

Wellington Place ... 8 
Donegall Square 

North 9 

Ditto East ..^. 8 

Ditto South 9 



Hale.Fem. 


22 


26 


13 


11 


6 


6 


96 165 


6 


4 


87 


28 


1 


9 


24 


20 


11 


9 


9 


4 


75 lOl 


21 


27 


72 


68 


45 


52 


168 170 


17 


14 


17 


9 


8 


12 


809 832 


18 


20 


6 


5 


10 


7 


79 


80 


82 


83 


80 


33 


83 


20 


7 


9 


27 


18 


40 


66 


21 


48 


24 


46 


15 


24 
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Ditto Wcit* ••••••••••• I 

WdUngtoii LuM ••• 5 
Cbichator Streel ••• SS 
Fpper Arthur StrMt 15 
2f on^poDMry Street S 
ChmitEdwud Streel 9 
CronackStrMt •••••• 84 

Upper Chichwter 



••••••••••••••• 



Arrott*! LuM.. 
CrooMck Lane 
Mej Street..... 
Total Hooaea** 



> 9 

, 7 



llide.tai,| 


4 


^1 


9 


18 


5$ imi 


S9 


54 


5 


8 


S8 


%' 


99 


3 


• 4 


99 


95 


10 


9 


90 


19 



IIoOMi.Jlila.Fcni. 
llaeanlej*a Lom.,. 5 96 19 
Bomber S^oiio •••••• 4 12 . 7 

Itefcet LonO •••.••••• 90 70 104 

Market Stroet......... 96 79 104 

Mary Street Sontli... 5 9 5 
Scott'a Row ••••.•••• 9 9 17 

Henrietta StreeL •••• 4 5 7 

BamUton Flaoo...... 4 8 lO 

Oraee Stfoet..« 19 14 68 

Rttiaell Street • ••.« 9 5 7 
SttlNirba 167 480 475 



-Malea 4401- 



..5118 



Bridfo Street •••••• 

ivarinff street ••••.. 

Lime Kiln Dock and 

Store Lane 

Gbester Lane 

Donaldaon'tEntry ••• 

Quay Lano 

Blue Bell Entry and 

Eltiow Lano 

MitcheU*i Entry ... 

Skipper Street and 

Sugar Hottie Entry 

Bank Lano 

Hill Street 

Commercial Courts 

Elliot Court .•••.. 

Cotton Court. 

Mary Street 

Tomb Street 

Bradford Square 

Tomb's Quay 

Corporation Ground 
Little Patrick Street 

James's Street 

Blakely'aRow 

Corporation Street. .. 

Heary Street 

Corbitt*8 Row ••.... 
Little Patrick Street 

Entry off ditto 

Patrick Street 

Entry off ditto .•.••• 
Grabam*s Row ...... 

Patrick's Lane •. 

Covent Garden ...... 

Tennent's Court...... 



NOBTH.SA8T DISTHICT. 



19 49 56 
50 187 160 

11 88 88 

91 74 74 

8. 10 6 

18 45 51 

97 69 81 

9 98 88 

93 56 86 

84 98 109 

97 89 89 

81 95 56 

6 119 

19 61 53 
SO 55 61 
18 48 36 

3 16 15 
8 U 7 

8 8 10 
88 91 98 
18 30 41 

4 5 15 
3 6 13 

5 17 16 
69 906 848 

5 11 14 

54 120 161 

5 12 16 

10 35 40 

9 95 88 
5 9 13 
3 11 9 



Ftttaiaon's Row ••• 14 89 4S 

Little Tork Street ••• 90 69 7S 

Green Street ..•••••«• 65 170 185 

Hooses off ditto....,, 6 7 16 

William's Lano •••••« 15 48 51 
Kennedy's Row and 

llottset adjoining 16 62 61 
M'lleekan'aEatry or. 

John's Court •••••• 



MUlet'a Entry 
Crawwd'a Row****** 

Trafalgar Street 

Uousea off ditto ••r 

Nile Street. 

Houses off ditto...... 

Boyd's Court......... 

Ellen's Court... ...... 

Gordon Street 

Grattan Street and 

Houses in tho rear 

Mooney's Enuy 

Kelson Street 

Talbot Street and 

Houses in the rear 

Johnny*s Entry 

Morrow's Entry ... 
Upper Green Street 
Brady's Row ......... 

Robert Street..,..;... 

Edward Street 

Little ditto 

Henry's Square ... .. 

Academy Street. 

Rear of ditto 

James's Place 

Brown's Row......... 



12 88 28 

8 15 IS 

10 49 45 
17 19 45 

6 15 16 

6 11 19 

6 It 14 

6 18 15 

7 18 25 

48 111 128 

92 234 254 

14 18 89 
S3 116 162 

58 158 226 

9 21 27 
17 52 6S 

9 39 38 
12 34 54 
26 88 80 
46 153 162 

5 17 26 
12 28 28 

49 1S8 I61 

11 27 30 

5 7 13 

6 18 25 
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Cartels Street* IS 

Bear of ditto 7 

Bairn's Conrt.... i 

Clarke's Lane and 
houses in the rear 15 

Corr*s Lane ••• i7 

Caxton Street 44 

Academy Court 6 

ToiIl Street ;.. 21 

WillUm's Row ..•••• 16 

lUarofditto. 5 

George's Court 5 

York Lane 13 

Frederick Street ••• 18 
Liancaster Street,ditto 
Lane and houses 
adjoining •.. 82 



Hale.Feni.1 


29 


50 


25 


17 


21 


17 


67 


67 


30 


44 


142 148 1 


IS 


16. 


SS 


tJ(^ 


52 


64 


Si 


15 


26 


51 


97 


.25 


29 


43 



157 212 



Houses* 
Thomases Lane&Cft 11 
Thomas's Street..^.. 12 
Union Place ••..,•••• 13 
King's Court and 

houses adjoining 15 

George's Street 10 

Carnckfergus Street 

and Houses in the 

*rearofit «• 72 

Chichester Qjuay ... 6 
Fever Hospital and 

Dispensary 

Poor House and In- 
•firmary ••••••«••••• . 

Infantry Barrack ••• 

ArUUery ditto 

Sttbttifos 129 



Toul Houses— •••1779 Males.^ 



.5286- 



NORTH-WEST DISTRICT. 



I>onegaU Street...*.. 86 225 323 

latfletditto. 65 210 245 

Tbemaon Court...^.. 10 16 14 
Ofaurofa. Street.... .•«•• IS 30 54 
John Street........*..* S5 144 159 

Ualon Sbreet ^ 61 193 240 

BerrybiU's Court ... 4 8 11 

Birch Lane 13 S6 53 

Stephen's Row 7 33 33 

Charles Street 29 99 128 

Mustard Street 84 288 328 

William Street •••••• 42 121 151 

Long Lane 13 43 46 

Margaret Street 48 142 176 

Carrick Hill Street 172 507 526 
Drummond's Court 22 73 75 

Taylor's Row 10 31 33 

M'Adam's Court ... 10 26 55 

Lodge Lane 54 145 143 

Four's HiU 106 267 246 

Brown Square West 57 183 166 

Ditto South 51 172 205 

Gardener Street 45 141 143 

Mitchell's Row 35 122 129 

North Street 183 501 538 

Law's Court 7 13 23 

Mattear's Court...... 12 28 50 

Allen's Entry 6 7 19 

Wright's ditto 5 10 9 

M'Crea's ditto 7 11 12 

Eice'a Entry 5 12 16 



Snugborough Entry 5 
Stormont's ditto ^.. .9 
Suffern's ditto...-.^.. 7 
Rottnd ditto ...... ^•. 20 

Keenan's Row ...... 7 

Wilson's Row ....•• 8 

Graham's Entry...... 24 

Orr's Entry 10 

Wine Celhur ditto ... 8 

Castle Court 6 

Caddell's Entry 28 

Legg's Lane 9 

Rosemary Street. ..... 45 

Hercules Sueet. 103 

Fulton's Pntry 7 

Kennedy's Entry, 

No. 1 13 

Ditto* No. 2 14 

Bell's Bbw 23 

Charlemont Row ... 30 

New Row ,« 17 

BUck's Court. 63 

Forcade' Entry 25 

Hudson's ditto .«... 5S 

Berry Street 45 

Chapel Lane 24 

Mill Street :... 65 

Marquis Street 32 

West Street 32 

Smithaeld Square ... 56 
Dalton*s Entry 8 



Male.Fem. 


24 


28 


14 


26 


22 


34 


30 


i7 


21 


32 


245 269 


7 


18 


27 


32 


165 


182 


342 116 


13 


3 


399 497 


•••5936 


11 


12 


16 


16 


17 


25 


60 


.73 


10 


10 


21 


37 


68 


69 


16 


32 


17 


13 


20 


29 


91 


79 


13 


16 


72 102 


266 


292 


16 


17 


43 


44 


59 


47 


76 


80 


105 


119 


36 


43 


125 


170 


58 


66 


168 


161 


105 


137 


64 


44 


142 201 


107 


144 


125 


152 


172 


182 


17 


20 
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HoiiHi.lfalei.Fem. 
Fnncii Btn^H a«.«. 28 54 72 
Wine Tavvrn Scratt 49 176 196 

Ditto Coort 9 24 24 

Sftrauel Street.... 31 123 116 

Lew's Entry ..« « 32 46 71 

Gregg's Row. 39 121 140 

Millfield Street 167 449 508 

Hnnter*e Court 5 13 15 

Tate*s Court 7 20 23 

Tenner's ditto 14 39 37 



.■ Houssk IfateLFem. 

H'Mestei'iCoan... 10 11 i» 

Sweep's Entry •••... 10 16 14 

Megee's ditto i 21 27 

Ferguson's Court ••• 9 iS 97 

Mill Dam Side ...^.. 16 21 57 

Halfpenny's Entry... 14 32 47 

Alezander'a Row ... i 2t 32 

Boomer's Place ... l& 47 €6 



Suburbs < 



.169 455 484 



Tout Houses 2746^-.Hales 7667 Females......8714 



Obavd Totals 

Houses 709 9 M ales... ... 1 7,354— Femalea..^... 1 9,763 

Total Males and Females, 37,117. 



It will be seen by tbe preceding correct census of BelfiMt, whTch 
was uken this yean that tbe population of the town may now be 
t«(ikoned at least forty thousand, Ballymacarrett, geneiBlly supposed 
Indeed to be more than equivalent to the diflferenoe» not being includ- 
ed In tbe foregoing table. It will likewise be peroelTed, that from 
names having been lately given to some small rows or lanes, the 
number of streets, entries, lanes, quays, &c appears considerably 
greater than that which has been mentioned in the text, but the quan- 
ti^ there fixed on, Tiz. 150, nearly includes all of any consequence 
dr importance. 
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APPENDIX. 



No. V. 



Account of the proposed Bridge to connect the 
Counties of Down and Antrim^ at Belfast. 

SiNCx the preceding pages <9rere seiit to press* a drawing of tbe 
proposed Nevr Bridge to cross the Lagan at Belfast has been procured ; 
the plan and estimate of which are the production of that experienced 
eng^neer^. Datid Looan, Esq. who is at present employed in conduct, 
ing the Government works at Donaghadee Harbour. For the grati. 
fication of the public, it has been thought suitable and necessary to 
give a correct representation and a brief account of the intended 
Bridge, with such other information as may shew the ^Ute in which 
the matter at present rests. 

It ia proposed (as will be perceived by referring to the plate) that 
the Bridge ifliall consist of 6ve arches of cut stone, each 58 feet 
span and 9 feet 8 inches above high water mark ; t!he piers to be 9 
feet 8 inches each ; the abutments and wing walls 90 feet ; making, 
^together, 418 feet 8 inches in length ; the width at the entrance tu 
[ be 60 feet, and within the walls 30 feet, allowing five feet on each 
aide for flagged footways. An ornamental plan of these dimensions, 
estimated at 9^26,000, or* if plain, to cost a^25,000, was submitted to 
the County of Antrim Grand Jury at the last Summer Assizes, who 
•ntirely approved of the former (that which is here engraved), on 
the principle of establishing tolla to defray the expense of it* 
Tbey accordingly appointed a deputation to wait on the Gentlemen 
of the Down Grand Jury, to procure their concurrence and assist- 
tance, and to furnish any other explanations which might be required. 
But the latter, having it in contemplation to expend a very large 
aum (about j^60,000) in the erectien of a new gaol, rather declined 
ta lay, at present, any additional burthen on their county. As seve- 
ral of them also objected to the mode of fixing a toll on the 
Bridge, even tor a limited time, it was satisfactorily shewn, that a 
trifling rate (less than that of the turnpikes in the neighbourhood of 
Belfast) on carriages, carts, and horses, would, in a very few years, 
defray the entire cost of the proposed structure ; or if the Gentlemen * 
of Down shall finally determine against raising the expense of build- 

p 2 
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ing the Btidg^hy a toll, thej csn levy it in the ordiDaiy way, by an 
acreable asBe«^(nent, which, it it well known, would not add one 
halflpenny an acre to the conmon ratei of the Counties, and that only 
for a few years, the gross sum being procured from the Counties in 
the first instonce. 

Thbre is no doubt, therefore, that the increasing necessity of the 
measure, the approval and recommendation of this plan, by sO Intel- 
ligent a body as the County of Antrim Grand Jury, and the judi- 
cious method which is su^rgested of .meeting the expense, will have 
n serious and speedy influence in removing any prejudices or ob- 
istacles that may remain, among the inhabitants of the County ot 
Down. The utmost satisfaction also must be evinced at the judg- 
ment and propriety that have been displayed in selecting the site, 
which has been fixed on. about 220 yards to the south of the old Long 
Bridge, opening into Chichester Street, I>onegall 8i)uare and Wel- 
lington Place, all of which form one continued street, eighty feet iu 
breadth, terminated by the College, having pine avenues fetiding to 
different parts of the body of the town, exclusively of several others 
to the southward, and capable of affording, therefore, to the greatest 
crowds, the utmost safety and the most complete accommodation. It 
must be acknowledged that the present line of approach haa none of 
these advantages, but, on the contrary, that the direct, and almost 
the only entrance from it, is one of the oldest and narrowest streets 
in the town, so that if it should be continued, either by building a 
new Bridge in the same situation, or altering the old, the ineonve- 
nience and danger so often complained of and so often experienced, 
will not be in the least diminished, as it would probably be altogether 
impracticable to increase the breadth of the street alluded to, or 
those which lead from it. 



ERRATA. 

In p. 13, L 19, Ibr " where" read " weie " I Quay" read •• Custom House Quay. •• 
In p. 00, L 1&, for " puspoees" read «< pur. I In |^ 103, L 16, for « Bladcsaff ** read 

In p. % L 4, and side tiote, for «* Hanover | In p. 104, 1. P, for '* raaato" read «• salta.** 



rrititcd by Alexander Mackay, Jun. Belfast. 
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